Africans rally behind Ghali 

k. 

*• HARARE (AFP) — African states on Friday rallied in 
support of U.N. Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali in 
his bid to win a second term, with the United States 
resolutely opposed to his candidacy. Zimbabwe’s 
. president Robert Mugabe said here that his country 
! would continue to support the embattled 74-vear-old 
^Egyptian, adding that Washington's opposition to the 
f African candidate was undemocratic. "Wc are very 
critical of the omericans. It is something we cannot 
m °flevr " tf K P r ”' *** praclice is nor democratic,” Mr. Mugabe 
On B > l ® [d a P resS conference - Mr- Mugabe's backing from 
6 S 0^.. Harare came as the woman touted as a possible 
■ 'i promise candidate, Mozambique’s Graca Machel 
ONir 1 related story on page 4). 
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Beirut marks Independence Day 

BEIRLT t AFP) — Lebanon celebrated its 53rd ;uini versa ry 
of independence on Friday six years after ihe end of its 
bloody civil war bur is continuing to live with foreign 
troops on its soil. The day. which marks the end of French 
rule in 1943. was commemorated with a military parade, 
but met criticism from government opponents protesting at 
a lack of civil liberty in Lebanon. “Independence loses all 
its significance if freedom to demonstrate and freedom of 
expression ore not respected." said -Elias About Rizk. the 
leader of the General Confederation of Lebanese Workers, 
which has about I5U.OOO member.. The confederation on 
Tuesday launched an order for a general strike throughout 
the country and called for a peaceful demonstration in 
Beirut on Nov. 28 to protest against government policy 
which, it claims, “deprives the country of bread and free- 
dom.” 
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Britain 


— Their 

.. j Majesties rs-ing Hussein 
trilv ***** J™ Q^* 1 ^oor have left 
I^Viarihe United Kingdom on 
m ' ^Iw- 2 several-day visit. They 
r uere seen off at the airport 
nvr on Thursday by Their 
" L Il f 'e- Royal Highnesses Crown 
n a^edia^, Hassan and Princess 
P lej --ior Sarvath, RoyaJ family 
^ million^ jnembers, Prime Minister 
-! ,! ■ Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

;™ na Upper House Speaker 

Ahmad' Lawzi. Lower 
V: Houm: Speaker Su'd Havel 
Marsh. Srour. King's advisers, 

in-tv; Cabinet ministers and other 
senior officials. Prince Has- 
* mu*, son was sworn in as Regent 
v *u sud before the King. Accompa- 
iold in !n^- r nying King Hussein were 
Mr LiV .several Royal family mem- 
ber ~ bers and Royal Court Chief 
ces uri£ w Awn Khasawneh. 

the clot — " 

Jordan ‘committed 

> to preserving 
Rights of refugees’ 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan told the United Nations 
on Friday it was fully com- 
mitted to seeking a solution 
to the problem of Palestin- 
ian refugees in the frame- 
work of a just and compre- 
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l J^iV tensive Mideast peace set- 
• M ~ dement that ensures their 
'/.L^pQliucaJ and legal rights. 
L !' Addressing the General 
, *■ 4 . 1 - Assembly in 3 session dedi- 
„ . cated to “colonisation," the 

A • Kingdom’s permanent dele- 
jT gate, Hassan Abu Nameh. 
!1 ,. " said Jordan was hosting a 

r ^ e * laige number of refugees 
! n _ and shouldering the respon- 
Jj: sibility of caring for them. 

* * The Kingdom is the most 
“ • affected country by the 

A ' >l L refugee problem, he said, 
tuwe W- -noting that Jordan is spend- 
l 5 frtf- ing more than $300 million 

c for the refugees. 
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Pn^ TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
A* E Israel has taken the first step 
jmjg towards building 900 new 
nelhfe 4 housing units for Jews on 
the occupied Golan Heights 
in a move sure to anger 
Syria, Israeli officials said 
on Friday. 

The units are part of a 
Golan Jewish settler plan to 
add a total of 2.500 homes 
,aFF‘ ' f°r Israelis on the heights by 
the year 2000. 

biael lands authority 
.dank; I adviser Shia Segal told 
peutere planning work was 
^ | underw ay on the project. 
prtf 1 “They are working on 
^ting the land and plan- 
inE 1 ^ n ’ n 8- -first you have to have 
the land exact...Six hundred 
will be on the slopes of the 
Golan. The other (.300 units ) 
31 ,' inti $ are being planned in di/fer- 
^ P tnt settlements on the 
( ^ Golan,” Mr. Segal said. 
p- Tensions between Syria 


Israeli premier warns 
Palestinians against 
declaring independence 


TEL AVIV <AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benvanu'n 
Netanyahu said Friday the 
Palestinians would make a 
grave mistake if they unilat- 
erally declared indepen- 
dence in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu responded 
to remarks by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, who 
said he would declare state- 
hood “'as soon as the interim 
period is finished." Mr. 
Arafat, speaking in an inter- 
view with Europe I radio, 
was referring to the 1994- 
1999 period of autonomy in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

By May 1999, Israel and 
the Palestinians arc to have 
completed a final peace • 
agreement that will deter- 
mine the status of the West 
Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem. 

Speaking at the weekly 
cabinet meeting, Mr. 
Netanyahu said Friday that a 
premature Palestinian decla- 
ration of independence “will 
be a violation of the (autono- 
my) agreement and will be a 
grave mistake on its part.” 

Mr. Netanyahu added that 
Israel was "prepared for this 
possibility," a cabinet state- 
ment said but did not elabo- 
rate. 

Foreign Minisrcr David 
Levy was quoted by Israel 
radio as saying a unilateral 
declaration of independence 
by the Palestinians “would 
bring a hall to the peace 
process.” 

Their statements appeared 
to be in response to an Israeli 
public radio report Friday 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had 
asked that the annual debate 
on the Palestinian question at 
the U.N. General Assembly 
refer to the establishment of 


a Palestinian state rather than 
simply self-determination — 
the formula used in previous 
years. 

But Ahmad Abdul Rah- 
man. secretary of the self- 
rule cabinet headed by Yass- 
er Arafat, said he was 
unaware of any such move at 
the world body. 

“1 don’t know anything 
about this.” he told AFP. 
adding that the long-held 
official position of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNAl was "that we seek 
self-determination and 
national independence 
through a Palestinian state." 

Mr. Arafat said in the 
interview with French radio 
that an independent Palestin- 
ian state would be declared 
“in two years, at the end of 
the interim period." 

This was a reference to the 
1995 Oslo interim accords 
on autonomy under which 
Israel and the Palestinians 
are due to complete negotia- 
tions on a permanent settle- 
ment and status for Palestin- 
ian territories by May 1999. 

The final status talks began 
symbolically in May under 
Israel’s previous Labour 
government but have been 
suspended since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
administration came to 
power in June. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
government is a coalition of 
religious and nationalist par- 
ties, has ruled out permitting 
the creation of a sovereign 
Palestinian state with full 
military and diplomatic 
powers. 

He has said his govern- 
ment would propose instead 
a broad form of autonomy 
but he has yet to outline his 
ideas more fully. 


In a final peace agreement, 
he says, he is willing to 
grant the Palestinians self- 
rule, but says Israel must 
retain control over overall 
security and foreign rela- 
tions. 

There had been specula- 
tion earlier this month that 
Mr. Netanyahu, a fierce 
opponent of the Oslo accords 
when Labor was in power, 
might be softening his posi- 
tion on Palestinian indepen- 
dence. 

Mr. Netanyahu told a 
meeting of foreign diplomats 
that his preference for the 
future Palestinian entity 
could be compared to the 
situations in Puerto Rico. 
Andorra or Finland. 

The comparison sparked a 
flurry of news reports and 
analyses since both Andorra 
and Finland are republics 
with membership in the 
United Nations and Puerto 
Rico has only remained a 
U.S. commonwealth at the 
behest of its own voters w'ho 
rejected independence in a 
democratic election — a 
freedom of choice Palestini- 
ans would ’welcome. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in an 
interview published Friday 
that he was concerned that if 
Israel accepted the principle 
of Palestinian statehood, 
Israeli Arabs would want 
independence as well. 

*’If we accept... the princi- 
ple that the Palestinian 
national minority in (the 
West Bank) has a right to 
self-determination, this prin- 
ciple will definitely pene- 
trate into the national minor- 
ity inside Israel proper." Mr. 
Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view with the Haaretz daily. 
■’There will be no end to it." 


Israel plans to build three 
new settlements on Golan 
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hW s * jtod the Jewish stale have 
v* 31 on tbe- rise since a 
^t-wing government took 
& office in June. Prime Minis- 
,rtjjtP^ ter Benjamin Netanyahu has 
■j-f* Seemly sent messages to 

• 9* Damascus aimed at calming 
w# situation. 

Israel's army radio quoted 
■.fjtf opposition member of par- 
lament Uzi Baram as say- 
' > in reaction to the move: 
/f Netanyahu continues to 
. calm’ Arab countries at this 
krael will find itself on 
bpnk of total confronta- 
Vpn in ihe region.” 

ID 'Y Israel's Yediot Ahronoth 

• $;^lyi5aid'the lands auchori- 

y y'wk, ordered by Infira- 
■ S? CUire Minister Ariel 
was undertaken 
^ Mr. Netanyahu’s 

^ . 

r 
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knowledge. The prime min- 
ister's spokesman denied to 
reporr. 

Golan regional council 
head Yehuda Vollman said 
the 900 units are part of a 
project by Golan settlers to 
build 2,500 more houses for 
Jews on the Golan by 2000. 

Yediot said the units 
would comprise three new 
settlements. Vollman said all 
were expansions of existing 
communities. Some I5.U00 
Jews and 1 8,000 Druze cur- 
rently live on the Golan. 

*•[ am investing a lot in 
this. I think if we want to 
create a different situation 
on the Golan and bring 
more people we have to 
think of what they would 
look for, therefore we’ve 
identified the slopes as 
attractive.” Mr. Vollman 
said. 

He said the council had 
chosen plots for the units 
and the lands authority was 
checking the sites. 

Mr. Netanyahu shortly 
after taking office lifted a 
settlement building freeze 
the previous government 
had imposed on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Golan, to which Israel 
extended its law in 1981 
thus virtually annexing the 
plateau, did not tall under 
the building freeze. 

Svria and Israel have held 
sporadic peace talks for the 
last five years. Israel s pre- 
vious government, publicly 
ready to make a partial pull- 
back, was wary of commit- 
ting to a full withdrawal 
before knowing exactly 
what sort of peace Syria 


would guarantee in return. 
Talks have yet to resume 
under Mr. Netanyahu. 

Meanwhile the State 
Department distanced itself 
Thursday from a proposal 
by U.S. Senator Arlen 
Specter that an Israel i-Syri- 
an summit be convened in 
Washington. 

Mr. Specter told reporters 
in Israel that he will ask 
President Bill Clinton to 
convene the meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu and 
Syrian President Hafez Al- 
Assad. 

“This is a mission that 
senator specter is engaged 
in on his own. It's not a mis- 
sion that he is on on behalf 
of the United Slates govern- 
ment” State Department 
Spokesman Glyn Davies 
said. 

Asked about the proposal 
of a summit, Mr. Davies 
said U-S. officials would 
wait until specter returns to 
Washington to discuss the 
results of his visit to the 
Middle EasL 

"Perhaps we can have a 
talk with him and decide 
what progress, if any, he’s 
made, and take it from 
there,” he commented. 

The State Department said 
Mr. Specter was not carry- 
ing an) r messages to the 
leaders on belulf of the 
administration but noted 
that it supports his efforts to 
help bring a peace agree- 
ment between Israel and 
Syria. 


Iraq lodges 
anti-Turkey 
complaint 
at U.N. 


BAGHDAD (R.) — Bagh- 
dad has called on the Unit- 
ed Nations to investigate 
alleged Turkish bombings 
and incursions into north- 
ern Iraq, official newspa- 
pers reported on Friday. 

They quoted a letter sent 
by Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahaf to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali and head of 
the Security Council as 
saying: 

“Iraq urges the U.N...to 
conduct immediate and 
comprehensive investiga- 
tion of the continuous 
Turkish bombing of Iraqi 
towns and villages and 
entering illegally to its ter- 
ritory'. 

‘The Turkish ground 
troops supported by jet 
fighters and helicopter gun- 
ship penetrated on Nov. 3. 
1996 two kilometres deep 
inside Iraqi territory.. .and a 
team of six Turks entered 
Dohuk’s villages and towns 
and distributed question- 
naires among people in 
order to collect personal 
information." 

Turkey often strikes 
across the border at sepa- 
ratist rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) who 
uses bases in northern Iraq 
in their fight for self-rule in 
southeast Turkey. 

In Ankara, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said 
Turkey would reply to the 
Iraqi protest. 



Palestinian boys shout anti-Israel slogans as they march on Friday ahead of the coffins of two 13-year-old village 
boys who were killed by a landmine explosion on Thursday afternoon. The Israeli military said the mine, brought 
to the cemetery where the boys were playing, was of the type used by the Jordanian army and suggested it may 
have been part of a Palestinian guerrilla stockpile. During the funeral Palestinian villagers accused Israel of being 
behind the explosion (Reuters photo) 

Real security in Middle East needs 
multi-dimensional approach — Regent 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Real security 
in the Middle East cannot 
be guaranteed unless it is 
achieved through a multi- 
dimensional approach that 
takes note of human, eco- 
nomic and development 
components along with the 
military considerations. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
has said. 

In an interview with the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
over the weekend. Prince 
Hassan urged concerted 
efforts to tackle challenges 
which pose serious threat to 
the future of the whole 
region. 

Enemies of peace are not 
interested in addressing the 
stressing challenges of 
water, environment and 
development, among oth- 
ers, said the Crown Prince. 


Arabs and Jews, he said, 
must “step out of (acting in 
terms of ) who did what to 
whom" and start redressing 
common problems. 

Wanting against getting 
immersed in cliches that 
should be means to achieve 
the goal of comprehensive 
peace and not an end in 
themselves. Prince Hassan 
said “enough posturing and 
let us get down to work” on 
building the future of the 
region. 

Prince Hassan also 
warned against succumbing 
to extremist elements on 
both sides of the Arab- 
Israeli divide whose limited 
interests preclude the 
recognition of the rights of 
reach other. 

If the Israeli government 
is only interested in what 
its extremist supporters say. 
“there will be no step for- 
ward” said Prince Hassan, 
saying that the same sce- 


nario applies to the Arab 
side. 

The Crown Prince also 
stressed the importance of 
keeping the refugees issue 
alive, rejecting recent 
trends towards considering 
the term refugees political- 
ly incorrect and emphasis- 
ing the damaging conse- 
quences of the demograph- 
ic upheavals that resulted 
•from the building of Israel 
in Palestine. 

Responding to a question. 
Prince Hassan said that 
while there are Israelis who 
feel part of the region, some 
of them come to the area 
feeling they are part of the 
West and adopt “superior” 
attitudes that do not help in 
achieving interaction and 
coexistence. 

But Prince Hassan 
stressed the need to work 
together to build a future of 
peace in which there will be 
no need for international 


forces lb guarantee the sta- 
bility of parts of the region. 

Prince Hassan said that 
Jordan can act as a pivot 
between Israel and a highly 
sophisticated network of 
Jewish associations in the 
Western hem i sphere and 
Arab oil but should not be 
seen and will not accept to 
be a walkover for the 
exclusive benefit of others. 

Noting that Jordan had 
worked on liberalising its 
laws to allow for economic 
growth and interaction, he 
said the full economic fruits 
of the peace era cannot be 
achieved unless there is a 
corresponding measures to 
review protectionist poli- 
cies in Israel. 

Prince Hassan said 
despite the setback to the 
peace process, peace is the 
only alternative from which 
there can be no aoina back. 


Arab Israelis protest discrimination, 
scuffle with police as cabinet meets 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Several hundred municipal 
employees from Arab 
Israeli areas, complaining 
they had not been paid in 
months, protested Friday in 
West Jerusalem over gov- 
ernment discrimination 
against non-Jewish towns. 

The demonstrators gath- 
ered outside the offices of 
Prime Minister Benyatnin 
Netanyahu during his week- 
ly cabinet meeting, shouting 
“yes to equality, no to dis- 
crimination and racism." 
Several scuffles broke out 
between protesters and 
police and one demonstra- 
tor was taken to hospital 
with minor injuries, police 
said. 

One teen-age demonstrator 
was hurt in the stomach, 
taken to a hospital and later 
released, said police 
spokesman Shmuel Ben 
Ruby. 

The confrontation began 
when police pushed back 
the protesters, Mr. Ben 
Ruby said. Protesters were 
making noise outside Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office as the 
cabinet convened for its 
weekly meeting, Mr. Ben 
Ruby said. 

The demonstrators, 

including Arab mayors, 
demanded the same state 
funding as Israel's Jewish 
communities. Israel's Chan- 
nel 2 TV said 40 of the 53 
Arab towns and villages are 



An Israeli soldier tries to cover a camera during scuffles with protesting Arab Israelis 
outside the prime minister’s office on Friday (Reuters photo) 


on the verge of bankruptcy 
and have not paid their 
employees for months. 

Earlier this week, Arab 
mayors threatened to take 
their case to foreign ambas- 
sadors to draw attention to 
their problems. 

Successive Israeli govern- 
ments have promised to give 
Israel's Arab citizens a fair- 
er share of state funds, but 
the spending gap has 
remained. Israeli Arabs 
lived under military' rule 
until 1966. 

A spokesman for the Arab 


municipal 

Hussein 


governments, 

Suleiman, 


accused the right-wing 
Netanyahu government of 
refusing to transfer funds 
to the towns promised by 
the previous Labour 
administration of Shimon 
Peres. 

The funds were destined 
to help pay some Si 30 mil- 
lion in debt accumulated by 
the local governments and 
which have forced some 
Arab towns to itop paying 
their employees. 

“Forty-eight years after 
the creation of the state of 
Israel, it’s time the Arabs 
were no longer considered 
enemies, foreigners, but 


were treated as full-fledged 
citizens with the same rights 
as Jews " said T:i!eb Sanaa, 
a member of parliament 
from the United Arab list 
Parry. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with a 
delegation of Arab mayors 
to discuss their grievances. 
During his election cam- 
paign early this year, Mr. 
Netanyahu pledged to give 
Arab children “the same 
opportunities as mv own son 
Yair.” 

Israel has some 850.000 
Arabcitizensstate was cre- 
ated in 1948, out of a total 
population of 5.5 million. 
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General Assembly adopts resolution to 
step up cooperation with Arab League 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — 
The General Assembly has 
adopted without a vote a 
resolution on intensified 
cooperation between the 
United Nations and the 
Arab League. 

Introducing the draft, the 
representative of Syria 
expressed the league's 
desire for a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
Middle East. For this to 
work, however, there had to 
be a balanced peace formu- 
la. The observer for Arab 
League paid tribute to the 
continuing consultations 
and contacts between the 
United Nations and Arab 
League at ail levels. Efforts 
to resolve the question of 
Palestine were at the head 
of the concerns of the 
league. 

TTie representative of 
Israel said he joined the 
consensus in favour of the 
resolution because of his 
country’s desire to make 
peace with its neighbours, 
ali of whom were members 
of the Arab League. Just as 
Israel was committed to 
peace, it was equally corn- 
mined to regional econom- 
ic cooperation. 

For its consideration of 
cooperation between the 
United Nations and the 
Arab League, the assembly 
has before it a report of the 
secretary-general and a 19- 
power draft resolution. 

Linder the provisions of 
the draft resolution, the 
assembly would request the 
Secretariat of tire Llnited 
Nations and the General 
Secretariat of the Arab 
League to intensify their 
cooperation. It would also 
decide that a general meet- 
ing between the United 
Nations system and the 
league take place once 
every two years and that 
inter-agency sectoral meet- 
ings be organised regularly. 
Ir would also recommend 
'-that the next general meet- 
•ing on cooperation between 
..the representatives • .of the 
secretariate : of .the United 
Nations system and the 
Genera] Secretariate of the 
Arab League and its spe- 
cialised agencies be held 


during 1997. 

The resolution is spon- 
sored by Algeria. Bahrain. 
Djibouti. Egypt, Iraq, Jor- 
dan. Kuwait. Lebanon. 
Libya. Mauritania. Moroc- 
co, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan. Syria. 
Tunisia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Yemen. 

The report of the secre- 
tary-general reviews meet- 
ings and other cooperative 
activities undertaken by the 
Uniied Naiions and its 
agencies, and the Arab 
League. An addendum to 
the report reviews activities 
of the Department of Public 
Information (DPI) taken to 
promoting independent and 
pluralistic Arab media. 

Farouk A1 Attar l Syria), 
introducing the draft reso- 
lution. said the Arab 
League had often expressed 
its concern for the achieve- 
ment of a just and compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. For Lhis to work, how- 
ever. there had to be a bal- 
anced peace formula. The 
cooperation between the 
United Nations and the 
league must continue to be 
promoted, in order to 
achieve a peace that would 
endure, according to the 
principles of the charter and 
in their spirit. He added that 
support for the Arab states 
in this trying period was a 
noble objective which 
ought to attract the support 
of all members of the 
international community. 
He called for the resolution 
to be adopted by consensus 
as a demonstration of this 
support. 

Mahmoud Abul Nasr. 
observer for the Arab 
League, paid tribute to the 
continuing consultations 
and contacts between the 
United Nations and the 
Arab League at all levels. 
Such meetings and visits 
reaffirmed the provisions of 
Chapter S of the charter and 
allowed cooperation, on a : 
wide range of international 
issues. . The wpflcj . : today 
was delicate and sensitive, 
he said, and required the 
strengthening the charter of 
the United Nations and the 
promotion of its effective- 


ness. The league was ready 
to contribute in translating 
into action the declaration 
m3de by the heads' of state 
and government at the 
Llnited Nations 50th 
anniversary last year. 

He said the Arab League 
was Following the efforts of 
the Uniied Nations and the 
secretary-general to resolve 
many issues around the 
world. The question of 
Palestine was at the head of 
the league’s 'concerns. 
Unfortunately, the current 
environment did not call for 
optimism, given Israel's 
refusal to honour previous- 
ly-reached agreements, and 
its plans to build new settle- 
ments. among other issues. 
The league hoped the 
opportunity' would not be 
lost to build a just and 
durable peace. It was 
desirous of continuing 
cooperation with the Llnited 
Nations in all Fields. The 
draft resolution on coopera- 
tion between the United 
Nations and the Arab 
League was adopted with- 
out a vote. 


Explanation of vote 


Yael Rubinstein (Israel), 
speaking in explanation of 
vote following the vote, 
said Israel’s decision to join 
the consensus on the reso- 
lution had been guided by 
its desire to make peace 
with its neighbours, all of 
whom were members of the 
Arab League. Israel had 
also taken steps to imple- 
ment the interim agreement 
signed with the Palestini- 
ans. Israeli defence forces 
had redeployed from six of 
the laige Arab cities on the 
West Bank. Palestinians 
throughout the territories 
had assumed responsibility 
for their own affairs, 
including internal security, 
public order and all aspects 
of their daily lives. 

:_ L !She$0jd that just as Israel 
was committed to peace, it 
..was. equally, commjtt^d to 
strengthening regional eco- 
nomic ties. Israel was 
encouraged by steps taken 
to lift economic boycotts, 
such as last year’s decision 


of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council to lift the sec- 
ondary and tertiary boycott 
against Israel. It was hoped 
that those positive develop- 
ments would find expres- 
sion within the framework 
of the Arab League. The 
time had come for the 
members of the league to 
take further measures so as 
to eliminate their boycott 
against Israel altogether. As 
a first step, the league could 
adopt a decision similar to 
that taken by the Gulf coun- 
cil. 

She noted that the third 
Middle East/North African 
economic conference had 
been held in Cairo last 
month. Business leaders 
from Israel, the Arab states 
and Muslim states from 
beyond the region had met 
and concluded arrange- 
ments which would help 
augment the productive 
capacity of the region and 
contribute to its broad- 
based economic develop- 
ment. 

Israel supported the coop- 
eration between the United 
Nations and various region- 
al organisations, including 
the Arab League. However, 
it was regrettable that Israel 
still did not belong to a 
regional group at the Unit- 
ed Nations, due to the polit- 
ical objections of some 
member states. Israel called 
upon the members of the 
league to lift their objec- 
tions to the admission of 
Israel to the Asian Group. 
She said Israel urged the 
establishment of joint pro- 
jects with the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), within 
the framework of regional 
agricultural development in 
areas under the jurisdiction 
of the Palestinian council. 
Israel Felt the Arab World 
must devote a greater share 
of aid to the Palestinian 
council, to match the aid 
given by such donors as the 
European Union’ Israel 

welcomed efforts to 

advance the socio-econom- 
ic. educational, health' and 
cultural standing of the 
Palestinian residents of the 
territories. 


Palestinian police free Hamas-linked PNC members 


GAZA CITY I AFP) — 
Palestinian police 

released two officials 
from the political party 
linked to the fundamen- 
talist group Hamas, who 
had been detained for 
over a week, party 
sources said on Friday. 

Mohammed Shehab 
and Bizar Rayan. both 
members of the Palestin- 
ian National Council 
(PNC), the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation’s 
(PLO’s) parliament, were 


arrested in the Gaza Strip 
10 days ago for “Hamas 
activities'', a party' offi- 
cial told AFP. 

They were released 
Thursday night, the offi- 
cial said* 

Mr. Rayan sat next to 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Friday 
during weekly prayers in 
Abbas Mosque in Gaza 
City, alongside Sheikh 
Ahmed Bahar. a high 
official in the Khafas 
party and former Hamas 


leader, an AFP correspon- 
dant said. 

Mr. Shehab and Mr. 
Rayan represented the 
National Islamic Salva- 
tion iKhalas) party, 
which includes many for- 
mer members of Hamas, 
at the PNC’s first session 
on Palestinian soil, held 
in Gaza City last March 
and attended by Mr. 
Arafat. 

Israel has accused the 
Palestinian National 
Authority of easing off a 


crackdown on the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas, which led a series 
of anti-Jewish suicide 
bombings in February 
and March. 

Palestinian police 
arrested dozens of Hamas 
members in the months 
following the bombings, 
but many of (hem have 
since been released. 
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refugees have fled their villages north of the capital to escape 

ousted government forces led by Ahmad Shah Masood (Reuters photo) 


Family to 
visit Israeli 
accused of 
spying 


CAIRO (AP) — The siaie 
security prosecutor will 
allow family members to 
visit an Arab Israeli accused 
of spying on Egypt, a police 
official said Friday. 

Prosecutor Hisham Scraya 
said that in a humanitarian 
gesture, the wife and two 
brothers of Azam Azam. 35. 
would be permitted to visit 
him now that police have 
finished interrogations, 
according to the official, 
who refused to be named. 

An exception is being 
made for the high-profile 
case, which has been taken 
up by ranking Israeli politi- 
cians who say Azam is inno- 
cent. Generally. Egyptian 
law bars suspected spies 
from meeting with anyone 
but their lawyers until their 
indictment has been 
announced. 

The indictment of Azam 
and (hat of an Egyptian 
arrested shortly after him on 
the same charges arc 
expected in the next few 
days. t. 

Azam, a native of Israel’s 
Galilee who worked as a 
mechanic at the Egyptian- 
Isracli Tcfron textile factory 
in Cairo, was arrested Nov. 
6 hv Egyptian security 
agents in front of his hotel 
here. He was accused of 
recruiting Egyptians to 
gather information on the 
country's military. 


Mideast conflict has turned into fight 
between extremists, U.S. official says 



WASHINGTON {USIAj — 
The century-long conflict 
between the Arabs and 
Israelis is no longer a strug- 
gle between mainstream 
Israelis and Palestinians, 
but confined to those on the 
extremes, the State Depart- 
ment's Aaron Miller, 
deputy lo special Middle 
East coordinator Dennis 
Ross, said at a conference 
hosted by the Middle East 
Policy Council Thursday. 

Although setbacks are 
inevitable in any conflict of 
such duration and complex- 
ity. "profound changes” 
have taken place in the peo- 
ple of the region over the 
past few years, Mr. Miller 
noted. With the exception 
of Libya and Iraq, every 
-Arab nation is. now. to one 
.degree or another, partici- 
pating in the peace process. 
It is “the beginning of the 
end of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict.” he suggested. 
Despite the problems which 
remain, the nations 
involved are “past the point 
of no return on this 
process.” 

Yet, to keep die peace 
process moving forward, 
four key goals must be 
achieved. Mr. Miller said. 
They are implementing the 
accords the Israelis and 
Palest iniuns have already 
agreed upon: establishing 
the “free movement of peo- 
ple and goods” in the areas 
under Palestinian control, 
so that the Palestinian econ- 
omy can grow: ensuring 
Israeli security through 
“enhanced and increased” 
security cooperation 
between the two panics’ 
and developing a “sense of 


partnership” between the 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

These goals can be 
achieved. Mr. Miller said. 

In addition, a way will 
have to be found to reestab- 
lish negotiations between 
b Israel and Syria and reach 
" an agreement on Lebanon. 
Mr. Miller noted. 

As for the United States, 
it must continually seek to 
“find a balance" between 
doing too much and Loo lit- 
tle Tor the parties'. Mr. 
Miller said. Ultimately, it is 
up to rhe parties themselves 
to decide on the future. In 
the meantime, the United 
States is the only country 
which has managed to earn 
the trust of both sides. 

This “carries and enor- 
mous responsibility.” Mr. 
Miller commented. But the 
United Slates will continue 
to make the peace process a 
top priority, he vowed. 
"There's no alternative.” 

As is typical in any dis- 
cussion of the Middle East 
and the U.S. role in it, there 
were differing opinions 
expressed at the confer- 
ence. 

David Mack, a 
State Department 
and ambassador 
United Arab Emirates, 
stressed the importance the 
Gulf states attach to 
progress in the peace 
process. Any protracted 
stalemate in the process 
risks catalysing anti-Ameri- 
can sentiment and exacer- 
bating the alienation many 
Arabs feel from the West. 
Mr. Mack argued. 

There is a wide-held per- 
ception among the Gulf 
slates that the United Srates 
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is more concerned with 
Israel and its security than 
the Gulf. Mr. Mack said. 

“We must be aware of this 
perception.” 

James Zogby. president of 
the Arab American Insti- 
tute. took a decidedly nega- 
tive view of the peace 
process at present, saying: 

“The simple reality is the 
process is not working” and 
ihe process must be 
strengthened if a general^ 
radicalisation of the region** 
is to be prevented. In his 
view, the United Stales has 
put too much pressure on 
the Palestinians and not 
enough on the Israelis. In 
addition, the Palestinian 
economy has grown “dra- 
matically worse" since the 
peace process began. Wjth- 
' 'out the free movement of 
goods and people, he said, 
there can be no economic 
w development in either the 
West Bank or Gaza. 

Alon Ben-Meir, a profes- 
sor at New York University 
and occasional columnist 
for the Christian Science 
Monitor, outlined three 
“realities" which the 
Israelis and Palestinians 
must accept if peace is to be 
achieved. The first is the 
fact that both populations 
live and will continue to 
live interspersed among In \nib artists i 
each other both in IsraeL •tafirfaliArt fi alien 
and an eventual Palestinia/r Hfc bj Jalal \riqut - 
entity. The second is that fi. 4 

the Palestinians must 
recognise that Israel’s secu- 
rity needs must be 
addressed. And third, the 
Israelis must accept the fact 
that the Palestinians are 
moving towards the cre- 
ation of their own state. 
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■ Vtan artist M 


the moderi 


Him, .. “'wucri 

W Alia Art 
and mosaic 
cr l ::? cai Diaioj 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

J4:05 The Adventures of Mick- 
ey and Donald 

14:30 Cirque 

15:00 Doc. — La France Aux 
Milk Villages 

15:30 Fete des Bebes 

16:00 .Sports — Gillette 

16 JO .Chris Cross 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 Futures 

17:15 Drama — Blue Heelers 

18:00 Seric — Jack 

19:1)0 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Ziva 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Something 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


RovdI Wings ( R\V) FI 
MS 0 Ac 


Wilder 
20:00 


tlie World 
20 JO 


21:10 

22:00 

Lois ami Clarke 

11.1S 


23:15 Oassical Movie — Casano- 
va Brown 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:45 

06:06 

Fajr 

f Sunrise! Duha 

11:” 


14:13 

16:37 


17:58 



SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ann uni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661b56. 
Terrasancla Church Tet. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 613541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. S2432S. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tc). 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Min/Uax. temp. 


Amman 10/20 

Aqaba 16/18 

Deserts ... .......... OS/22 

Jordan Valley 16/tS 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 19. Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman 66 per cctil 
.A qaba 50 per cent. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depart- 
matt of Meteorology 
Sunnj' and moderate weather 
conditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures rising slightly and 
winds northeasterly to easterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds- will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
. NUMBERS 

NIGHT DITY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Arafat AshJiab .601*507 

Dr. Abbas At Hakim 885446 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dc Ayman A) Muhtaseb 875748 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637t.»55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy ,636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

rRBn>. 

Dc Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

Al Quels pharmacy — ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. HflaJ Al Sayvid 9R6702 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


.630341 

Coil Defence Emergency ... 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
63“777 

Fire Brigade ...617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 846390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Compbrinls .605800 

Price Complaints „...66 1 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plain Ls ..897467 

.Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance ) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repare 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repaint 

—.661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 ] I 

Water Authority ..680100 

Jordan Electricity Autimrity 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

.63638! 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OH- 
53200 

hospitals 


.....64428 1/6 

Maternity. J. Amn. 


AkDch 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.641362 

Mullias, J. Amman .636(40 

Palestine, Sluneisani 

607071 

Sluneisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospltal..667227A) 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrven 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 

775111/26 

Army. Mnrka 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

A mat Hospital -.674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


.J 


This information is supplied hy 
Ri »yal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained nn 
telcplhnic 108) 52700 or (OS) 
523250. 


23:40 ...Amsterdam. Beirut i KLj 

23J0 London «KJi 

01:00 ...London. Damascus t BA ) 

03:45 Rome f AZ) 

06:2J) .Tel Aviv iLY ) 

Royal Wings IRW) Flights 
09:20 AqdhatKWi 


huaz railway 
train 


Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every' 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 


^ iri,, n hy Basn 
ntrt * until \ot. 2 g 



ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:55 Damascus tRJt 


Food Control Centre .....637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity, J. Amn 


(09)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 
fU9W0tt5Gn 

Ibn Sins Hospital ....((J9J9S67J2 
Al Hikam Modern Hospilnl 
f/wwonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(021275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafecs Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Hoya Hospital 
(03)314111 


09:45 


(RJ) 


09:55 

10:05. 


10:30 


14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 . 


17:40. 


Hfe30 Kuala Lumpur. Abu Dhahi 

(RJ) 


19:35. 


01:00 . 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:35 


Other Mights 

12:40. 

.. Muscat. Abu Dhabi ICjPi 

15:05 


18:15 

...Dub.u Damascus (EK) 

218)0 


22:20 


22:25 


22:35 



DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut ( RJ) 

11*05 Vienna tRJt 

11 JO ....Amsieniam. New Yort. iRJj 

1 1:30 Brussels. Madrid tRJi 

12:00 Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

12:00 Genes a. Madrid < RJ i 

1*:I? London tRJj 

.Cairo i RJ i 

20s00 Bombay tRJi 

^WK) Jeddah «addj tRJi 

Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Lam jea i RJ j 

20:30 Jeddah ( FU) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ > 


Amsterdam 


Other FlighLs 
00:15 Damascus, 

(KL) 

03:00 Beirut. Athens <OA i 

07:00 Beirut t.MEt 

13:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain tGF) 

15:50 Vienna r OS > 

Dubai 1EK1 

2-fcIO Lam.icatCY) 

Ca,rn i MS > 

23 J5 ..Abu Dhobi. Bahrain (AF) 

00:40 Amsterdam <kl, 

04 J5 Runic (AZ) 

London i KJ» 


Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 
Sunday 

'1 

pan. every I 

i 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lnwcr price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

.700/500 

Banana (imported).. 
Cabbage 

-550/550 

800/650 

... 100/40 

Carrol 

.290/200 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) ... 
Cucumber (small) .. 
ES'-’pIam 

230/180 

14080 

220/170 

140/80 

Garlic 

Grapes 

700/500 

.,,.340/260 

Lemon 

..._370/I80 

Marrow flar^e). 
Muitow /.small) ... 

.... 140/100 
250/200 

Onion (green) . 
Onion (drv) 

.....300/180 
170/120 

Olive (green) , 

.. 450/400 

Olive (black) 
Oranae 

700/500 

....350/350 

Pcur 

650/450 

Pepper i hoi) 

360/200. 

Pepper (sweet) 

30G/12K. 

Potato 

—J40/I80 

Spinach 

350/100 

Strinc Bean 

550/350 

Tomato 

„..38O/2O0 
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Home News 


to open Islamic 
ulture, art meeting 



/'^^. vAMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Hassan. the 
?m, will today open the 
inboard meeting for the 
itre of Research in 
lie Culture and Arts in 
and will inaugurate 
•art exhibition of .Arab 
! Islamic calligraphy, 
g with the Regent, 
?HRH Princess Wijdan Ali 
£and other leading figures 
Vfrom Jordan and the Islam- 
ite World will deliver 
^addresses ar the two-day 
^gathering to be held at the 
£}=oite Grand Hotel. 

- Organised by the Institute 
of Diplomacy, the meeting 
• U expected to f locus on a 
V review of research work on 
riday.Tw / Islamic an and culture, 
«diiiV> .i»ani reports and a lecture 
Ia *V by a Turkish participant on 
present and future Arab- 

—7 Turkish relations. 

Ito fLl The one-week exhibition 



Example of displayed Islamic art design 


will display 56 award-win- 
ning works of Arab and 
Islamic calligraphers from 
IS countries including eight 
works from Jordan. 


The exhibition will later 
be displayed clswherc in 
Jordan to allow more time 
for die public to view the 
works. 


!al % Arab industrialists demand end 
to Israeli blockade of territories 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
danian and Egyptian indus- 
trialists have concluded 
meetings in Cairo by .call- 
ing on Israeli authorities to 
end restrictive measures 
imposed on the Palestinians 
and to lift the blockade on 
the occupied territories. 

This was deemed neces- 
sary so as to secure the free 
flow of goods and services 
for those living therein. 

In a joint statement 
released Friday following 
the Cairo meetings, the two 
sides stated they will 
refrain from participating 
in the projected “regional 
business council" slated to 
group Egypt, Jordan, Pales- 
uhe.and Israel until a'jjist 
and durablepeace, guaran- 
teeing the Ralestinian jgo- 
pie’s legitimate rights to- an 
independent state, with 
Jerusalem as its capital, has 


been realised. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry and the Egyptian 
industries Federation called 
for the creation of a pan- 
Arab Industrial Federation, 
grouping Egyptian, Jor- 
danian and any other mem- 
ber of the various industrial 
unions in the Arab world. 

Such a federation, the 
statement maintained, 
would intend to promote 
Arab industries, market 
their products and help the 
Arab World face challenges 
posed by global economic 
blocs. 

The statement also said 
that the two sides will 
extend ap. invitation to dif- 
ferent * Arab' industrial 
groups to convene a meet- 
ing tri Amman, in the first 
quarter of 1997, and inaugu- 
rate the proposed pan-Arab 
industrial federation. 


The two sides have also 
resolved to form a joint 
committee to tackle prob- 
lems pertaining to Jordan- 
ian and Egyptian industries. 

The statement called on 
both countries* private sec- 
tors to embark on joint 
projects employing raw 
materials and primary com- 
ponents and also called for 
an expansion of industrial 
cities to employ greater 
numbers of Arab workers 
and, therefore, contribute 
towards resolving unem- 
ployment. 

The participating indus- 
trialists said they would 
recommend theiEiiuspccii ve 
governments to establish q 
free-trade Zone to facilitjate 
the flow of goods and pave 
the ground for the creation 
of an Arab common market 
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EXHIBITIONS 

■ Works by Arab artists residing in Spain, Zafer Adnarc, Issam Ta’i, and Haken 
Sa'di at Orfali Art Gallery, Unira Utheina, until Dec. 3. 

• Works by Jalal Ariqat and Larisa Najar at Instituto Cervantes, Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 6. 

• Retrospective exhibition by Berlin-based Syrian artist Marwan Kassab-Bachl at 
Dorat A1 Funtin, Jalal Weibdeh, until Dec. 10. Also displaying works of contempo- 
rary Arabs artists. 

• Works by Syrian artist Mustafa Ali at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens St- until Nov. 
30. 

• Aspects from the modern Jordanian plastic art by several Jordanian artists enti- 
tled “Message” at Alia Art Gallery, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 

• Photo panels and mosaics exhibition by German artist Yona Joest entitled “Petra 
— A Cosmological Dialogue” at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 30. 

• Works by twenty four artists (from Iraq, Holland, Lebanon, Vietnam, Spain, 
Greece, Curacao, Indonesia, Russia, and Chile) entitled Hond ami Hamer “Art in 
Cultural Transmission” at the Royal Society of Fine Art, Jabal Weibdeh until Nov. 
30- 

• Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour entitled “Doubles Regards” at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, until Nov. 28- 
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Electricity workers, minister 
to negotiate end to strike 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Ti mes Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of the Union of Elec- 
tricity Workers and the Jor- 
dan Electric Power Compa- 
ny (JEPCO) management 
have been requesred to 
attend a meeting today with 
Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhunbeh in what 
seems to be a last ditch 
attempt to end a current 
strike involving 3,000 
JEPCO workers . 

Dr. Shakhunbeh Friday 
told the Jordan Times that 
the Ministry of Labour 
considers the two-dav 
strike illegal and that it 
must end so that the two 
sides can work out a per- 


manent solution to their 
dispute. 

“We have been patient 
and we are ready to con- 
tribute towards a fair solu- 
tion, but the government 
cannot tolerate an indefi- 
nite strike." the minister 
said, adding that the con- 
clusion of tiie work stop- 
page was imperative to 
safeguard the public inter- 
est. 

• “The workers have been 
demanding a personal 
meeting with the manage- 
ment to air their views and, 
thus, such a meeting was 
held at my office on Thurs- 
day,’’ Dr. Shakhanbeh said. 
He further remarked that 
the JEPCO management 
displayed a "positive atti- 


tude” at the meeting and 
requested that employees 
return to work so that an 
opportune negotiating cli- 
mate might be created. 

He said that union repre- 
sentatives promised to con- 
vey details of the six-hour 
Thursday meeting to their 
colleagues and subsequent- 
ly state any concerns to the 
minister before the Satur- 
day meeting. 

“The meeting can be con- 
vened only on condition 
that the strike be suspended 
in order to create an appro- 
priate climate for negotia- 
tions.” he added. 

The workers’ demands 
are comprised of a 15th 
annual salary, a 10 per cent 
hardship allowance and 


amendments to regulations 
concerning the termination 
of employment compensa- 
tion,” Dr. Shakhanbeh said. 

The strikers declined to 
work for six hours on 
Wednesday and reduced 
the duration of the strike to 
three hours the following 
day during which time sev- 
eral Parliament deputies 
and political party mem- 
bers tried vainly to mediate 
between management and 
union. 

Union President Khalifa 
Ma’aita Thursday reiterat- 
ed that the workers are 
fully within their rights to 
strike in order to secure 
their demands and he again 
threatened to disrupt elec- 
tric supplies if these 


demands are not met 

The union's strike has 
been opposed by the Feder- 
ation of Labour Unions in 
Jordan which decried it as 
illegal and one which 
should be terminated to 
allow the government- 
appointed arbiter to resolve 
the dispute. 

The workers union was 
reported to have sent an 
appeal to His Majesty King 
Hussein and Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
seeking support for their 
demands and Friday con- 
vened a meeting with other 
union representatives to 
seek their views on the sit- 
uation as well as backing 
for their demands. 


Meeting 
to discuss 
water 
legislation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 

three-day meeting on 
water legislation, organ- 
ised by the United 
Nations* Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), 
will commence Sunday at 
the Amra Hotel in 
Amman, according to a 
UN Information Service 
statement. 

Participants in the 
meeting', Which will be 
chaired’ by Minister of 
Watep- 1 and Irrigation 
Samir - Kawar, include 
experts involved in water 
issues, regional and 
international organisa- 
tions dealing with water 
legislation and represen- 
tatives from the United 
Nations. 

The experts will review 
existing and projected 
efforts to formulate 
water-based legislation, 
regulations and ordi- 
nances for Jordan and 
will equally discuss their 
implementation in rela- 
tion to the development, 
utilisation, protection and 
management of water 
resources in the ESCWA 
region. 

According to the state- 
ment. participants will 
exchange views on the 
establishment of effective 
mechanisms for the ratio- 
nal utilisation of water 
and integrated manage- 
ment of regional water 
resources. 


Ministry uncovers three embezzlement cases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Jslamic Affairs has stated 
the divulgence of three 
cases of embezzlement 
over the years 1994 and 
1995 and that these 
involved ministry offi- 
cials, according to "a report 
Friday in the Arabic daily 
Al Ra’i. 

Responding to a news- 
paper article covering 
audit bureau reports and 
civil service embezzle- 
ment in 1995, published on 
Nov. 1 9, the ministry said 
that one official was, 
indeed, involved in an 
embezzlement case, with- 
out specifying the amount 
involved. 

The message said that be 
was collecting contribu- 
tions for a Koranic society 
without giving contribu- 
tors legal receipts. 

The ministry stated that 
' its departments uncovered 


the case in 1994 when it 
initiated a plan to tighten 
financial control on com- 
mittees collecting zakat 
(alms) and contributions 
for mosques. 

It added that the named 
official was referred to the 
prosecutor general for trial 
in 1995 following thor- 
ough investigations. 

Citing another embez- 
zlement case, the ministry 
said that in 1995 the then- 
Amman Awqaf depart- 
ment accountant embez- 
zled an unspecified 
amount of money. 

In an explanatory note, 
also published in Al Ra’i, 
the ministry said that it 
had referred the accoun- 
tant to the prosecutor gen- 
eral for trial, subsequent 
to joint investigations by 
the- ministry and audit- 
bureau. •■' •«* • 

The ministry said that an *. 
audit bureau 'study of the 


department’s accounts did 
not reveal any irregular- 
ites at the time . 

In the third embezzle- 
ment case, the ministry 
said that the accountant of 
AI-Dawa’ and Islamic 
Law College, an institu- 
tion working under the 
auspices of the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, had embezzled JD 
14,896 which he collected 
from students as school 
fees and then absconded 
from the country. 

The ministry maintained 
that the accountant left the 
country after forging a 
travel permit. 

Jordanian regulations do 
not allow government 
officials to leave the coun- 
try without obtaining an 
official permit. 

The ministry blames the 
embezzlement on the fees 
collection system current- 
ly enforced at the college; 


pursu:- \ to the system stu- 
dent ■ asked to pay fees 
to the college 
accountant, rather than to 
banks as in the case of 
other universities. 

Ir also cited the lack of a- 
quotidian monitoring of 
funds deposited in banks 
as one of the motives lead- 
ing to this case in that the 
accountant reportedly 
used to leave the office on 
a daily basis under the 
pretext of depositing the 
funds without actually 
doing it. 

The audit bureau Mon- 
day disclosed that govern- 
ment employees embez- 
zled JD 718,920 from 
ministries and depart- 
ments in 1995. 

The report also stated 
that the greatest number of 
embezzlements occuraed 
within the-. Ministry «;of 
Supply with 14 cases 
involving JD 31 8,874. - 


Two students win Czech award for artwork 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Two young Jordanian 
students, awarded honorary diplo- 
mas for their entrances in the 24th 
annual Lidice Exhibition of Chil- 
dren’s Art, Thursday accepted their 
award at the Czech Embassy in a 
ceremony which opened discus- 
sion regarding future art scholar- 
ships for Jordanians. • 

The students, Rana Moham- 
mad, 14, and Sana AIsasfen,I5, met 
with Czech Ambassador Tomas 
S me tanka and Director of the Cul- 
tural Relations Department to the 
Ministry of Education Badia 
Murad to discuss future ambitions 
and art inspirations. 

Both students contributed oil 
paintings portraying village life, 
and their works were distinguished 
from over 7,200 entries worldwide. 


of which only LOO were chosen. 

The competition is held in mem- 
ory of the young Czechs who died 
in the destruction of the village of 
Lidice during World War n. 

The entrance of Jordanian stu- 
dents into the contest was organ- 
ised through the Ministry of Edu- 
cation which gathered the artwork 
from schools throughout the King- 
dom. 

Ms. Murad speculated that 
approximately five Jordanian stu- 
dents have previously won this 
event. 

Both Ms. Mohammad and Ms. 
Alsasfen expressed interest in con- 
tinuing their art education, and the 
two were able to complete their 
contest entries using their respec- 
tive school facilities in Karak and 
Zarka. 

Ms. Murad told the Jordan Times 
that the ministry is currently work- 
ing towards improving art and 


music curricula in schools. 

“We have already increased the 
time span of art periods and music 
classes from the first grade to the 
secondary schools," she said. 

“We have limited university level 
education for the arts which does 
not ensure that students might con- 
tinue to follow their interests in 
art,” she added during discussions 
aimed at offering increased art and 
music scholarships from the Czech 
Republic to Jordanian students. 

According to the ambassador, 
such scholarships may develop 
between the countries at some 
future date. 

Applications for the 25th annual 
Lidice Exhibition are currently 
being accepted, and those schools 
interested can call the Czech 
Embassy for details. 


^ EUCO to feature Mozart, Haydn and Liszt 


•us?: 




By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 


in ^ 




AMMAN — The European 
Union Chamber Orchestra 
(EUCO) is to give 3 unique 
performance on Sunday 
Nov. 24 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
ftince Hassan Auditorium at 
the University of Jordan. 

The event is being held 
under the patronage of Her 
1/1 Majesty Queen Noor. 

The concert will feature 

^.-Symphony No. 1 in E fiat 


Si. major by W.A. Mozart, the 
J^ sr.piano concert in D major by 
J ,Jv/Haydn, the Angelus by Liszt 
‘ J^-v-'and die Sinfonia in D minor 
- by Boccherini. 

- Mozart’s symphony 


- an original slow 

'^.?isinoveEnent written in C 

- ^^nanor, probably the compos- 
' ®r’s favoured key. 


m. ^.Haydns concerto is a brii- 
composition, some- 
unjustly forgotten, 
-~og those conducted by 
;.Uyard Skou Larsen, and the 
Jbguest piano soloist will be 
. Jlphowned Jordanian pianist. 
NabeeJ. 

' ^jP^Miss Nabeel is now based 
in London but will accompa- 
' ny the EUCO in this event, 
concert was made pos- 


sible through the efforts of 
the Delegation of the Euro- 
pean Commission 
Amman, who is presenting 
Lhe EUCO in the Kingdom, 
with support from the Bel- 
gian Embassy, the Spanish 
Embassy, the French Cultur- 
al Centre, the Goethe Insti- 
tute, the Philadelphia Hotel, 
Royal Jordanian and Freddy 
for Music. 

The EUCO (formerly 
ECCO) already performed in 
Jordan last October. Its per- 
formance is still remembered 
as a highly successful event, 
characterised by dynamism, 
charisma and joy. 

The orchestra consists of 
talented young European 
musicians. World famous 
anists have already played 
with the EUCO — Maurice 
Andrd. James Galaway, 
Tamas Vasuiy. Marin Rob- 
les. Julian Lloyd Weber, the 
great Igor Oistrach. and 
superstar Sir Yehudi 
Menuhin to name only a 
few. The first EUCO perfor- 
mance took place in 1981. 

The ensemble now has an 
impressive number of con- 
certs in its biography and an 
equally impressive discogra- 
phy of recordings. 



European Union Chamber Orchestra 


The EUCO is sponsored 
by Queen Sofia of Spain. 

The EUCO concert this 
week is pan of a tour that 
will also lake the 15-member 
orchestra to Syria and Egypt. 
The musicians, however, 
return to Amman one week 
after the concert in order to 


condua a music workshop at 
the National Music Conser- 
vatory — Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. 

The ensemble’s future 
plans include participation in 
the 1 997 Jerash Festival. 

The European Union is 
also planning to constitute an 


orchestra dedicated to 
baroque music and is active- 
ly and directly supporting 
the idea of a Middle East 
Chamber Orchestra (MECO) 
which will exclusively 
include performers from Jor- 
dan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt 
and Iraq. 
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eWorld News 


African states keep Ghali’s 


name in play for top U.N. post 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. running for a 
second five-year term in 
office, said Thursday that he 
did not wish to see his name 
submitted to the Security 
Council for another vote. 

But at the same time he 
said he was not withdraw- 
ing from the race, despite 
Tuesday ‘s U.S. veto against 
his candidacy, and would 
wait for African countries or 
the Security Council to 
make their next move. 

The seeming contradic- 
tion coincides with the strat- 
egy of leading African 
states, who at this point are 
driving the campaign for his 
re-election, diplomats said. 

The aim. they said, was to 
keep Dr. Ghali's candidacy 
alive as long as possible and 
thereby not put forth any 
other names. Other candi- 
dates who may formally be 
placed in nomination at this 
point would probably be 
shot down immediately by 
African states, and possibly 
France. 

The deadlock, some Afri- 
can envoys believe, might at 
minimum produce a com- 
promise solution or drive 


everyone back into Dr. Gha- 
li's camp. 

“I received a 14- 1 vote so 
I don’t want another vote. 
There is no reason for ano- 
ther vote." Dr. Ghali said 
during a casual corridor 
conversation with CNN and 
Reuters. 

He answered “No" when 
asked if the U.S. veto meant 
he should withdraw his 
name. His term expires on 
Dec. 31. 

On Tuesday, the United 
States cast the sole vote 
against Dr. Ghali in the first 
round of balloting. Another 
vote is not scheduled before 
next week, if then. 

Washington unilaterally- 
decided to veto Dr. Ghali 
because the Clinton admin- 
istration has said the re- 
forms he made at the world 
body have not been far- 
reaching enough. They con- 
tend his candidacy would 
further delay payment by 
the republican-dominated 
congress of the S1.4 billion 
U.S. debt to the United Na- 
tions. which is bankrupting 
the world body. 

The 15-seat Security 
Council has agreed to give 
priority to candidates from 


Africa, on grounds that if 
Dr. Ghali is denied the sec- 
ond term given his prede- 
cessors. he should at least 
be followed by another 
African- 

Like the United States, 
France, as a permanent 
member, has veto power on 
the Security Council along 
with Britain. Russia and 
China. Among the 10 non- 
permanent members, there 
are three African states — 
Egypt. Botswana and 
Guinea-Bissau. 

Botswana’s ambassador. 
Legweila Joseph Legweila. 
told reporters. “There is a 
candidate called Dr. Boutros 
Ghali and the Africans have 
said to the world that he 
remains the candidate until 
he is re-elected.” 

Asked if the secretary- 
general’s name would be 
resubmitted again in a for- 
mal resolution, he said, 
“when you have submitted 
someone's name and he gets 
a landslide, why would you 
necessarily re-submit it.” 

Egypt’s Ambassador Na- 
bil Elaraby said that 52 Af- 
rican countries meeting 
Tuesday night did not pro- 
pose other candidates. “No 


Apartheid czar Botha rejects Mother 


blame and refuses apology 


Teresa back 


CAPE TOWN (R) — For- 
mer South African Presi- 
dent P.W. Botha has dec- 
lared he would never apolo- 
gise for apartheid and de- 
nouncexd what he called an 
unforgiving assault on the 
Afrikaner by the country’s 
new black rulers. 

“I am not guilty of any 
deed for which I should 
apologise or ask for am- 
nesty. I therefore have no 
intention of doing this,” the 
80-year-old ex-president 
said. 

Mr. Botha, one of the last 
two surviving white apar- 
theid presidents, made his 
remarks in a written state- 
ment after a private meeting 
with Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu at a secret location. No 
media were allowed to wit- 
ness the encounter. 

Archbishop Tutu heads a 
truth and reconciliation 
commission, intended to 
heal the wounds of apar- 
theid. which has heard from 
police officers that Mr. Bo- 
tha almost certainly knew 
about the torture and mur- 
der of black activists. 

"I am deeply concerned 
about the fierce and unfor- 
giving assault which is 
being launched against the 
Afrikaner and his language 
at all levels of society,” said 
Mr. Botha, who became 
prime minister in 1978. 

The post was converted to 
a presidency in 1984. Five 
years later Mr. Botha was 
succeeded by F.W. De Klerk 
who was ousted by Nelson 


Mandela's African National 
Congress in South Africa's 
first all-race election in 
April 1994. 

Mr. Botha said he had 
never associated himself 
with “blatant murder”, but 
he conceded: “...That there 
might have been instances 
during the conflict of the 
past where individuals have 
exceeded the limits of their 
authority” 

“I cannot be expected to 
take responsibility for the 
actions of any such individ- 
uals.” Mr. Botha said. 

Mr. Botha, who has led a 
reclusive existence in his 
coastal retirement home 
since leaving office, said in 
the 10-paee statement that 
reconciliation between for- 
mer enemies could be 
achieved only by “closing 
the book on the past and 
focusing on die challenges 
of the future in unity." 

“In many circles the 
Afrikaner is being isolated 
to be punished for all the 
unfavourable events in the 
history of South Africa 
...concern exists that your 
commission is being abused 
in this campaign of revenge 
against the Afrikaner." Mr. 
Botha said. 

He said British colonial- 
ists and not Afrikaners had 
introduced race discrimina- 
tion into South Africa. 

“The Afrikaner was a vic- 
tim of (British) colonial 
greed... The recent conflicts 
in which we were involved 
were primarily against So- 


viet imperialism and colo- 
nialism.” Mr. Botha said. 

He asserted that it was he 
who had begun the process 
of reform which led to Mr. 
Mandela being released 
from a life prison sentence 
in February 1990 and also 
claimed responsibility for 
removing some racist legis- 
lation. 

“As head of the govern- 
ment of the day — a legally 
effected government which 
was internationally recog- 
nised — : I accept full politi- 
cal responsibility for the 
policies which were fol- 
lowed.” Mr. Botha said. 

But he added that he and 
his former cabinet could not 
be expected to react to 
every allegation that came 
up during truth commission 
hearings. 

“Your commission should 
provide me and the ex-min- 
isters with a document com- 
prehensively detailing all 
those aspects on which it 
requires comment or clarifi- 
cation." he told Archbishop 
Tutu. 

Mr. Botha said evidence 
from a former police gener- 
al to the commission that he 
had ordered the bombing of 
an office block in Johan- 
nesburg housing anti-apar- 
theid activists was wrong. 

“These allegations are 
based on untested, uncon- 
firmed and unsubstantiated 
hearsay." the former presi- 
dent said. 


in hospital 
after heart 


failure 


Yeltsin quits hospital for rest home 


MOSCOW (Rj — President 
Boris Yeltsin, continuing 
his steady convalescence 
from open heart surgery, 
moved from hospital to a 
government rest home 
Friday. 

NTV commercial televi- 
sion showed Mr. Yeltsin, 
wearing a fur hat and long 
dark coat, waving cheerful- 
ly as he stepped into the 
presidential Mercedes-Benz 
limousine for the short drive 
from the Central Clinical 
Hospital to Barvikha Sana- 
torium. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 65. is said to 
be making steady progress 


after his Nov. 5 quintuple 
bypass operation but doc- 
tors have warned him 
against taking things too 
fasL 

Interfax news agency quo- 
ted a doctor at the hospital. 
Alexander Nikolayev. as 
saying Friday Mr. Yeltsin’s 
condition was “entirely sat- 
isfactory and in line with 
the gravity of the operation 
he has undergone". 

His blood pressure was 
normal and his pulse was 
80. said Dr. Nikolayev, who 
said he examined Mr. Yel- 
tsin just before his departure 
from the Central Clinical 


Hospital. 

On Wednesday, in hiv first 
public appearance since be- 
fore his operation. Mr. Yel- 
tsin said that he was in fight- 
ing mood and would return to 
work after a spell in Barvi- 
kha. Chief Kremlin Dr. Ser- 
gei Mironov warned, howev- 
er. against overdoing things. 

.Aides say Mr. Yeltsin will 
return by the end of the year 
to work in the Kremlin, 
where his prolonged ab- 
sence has triggered jockey- 
ing for influence among 
members of his entourage 
and has put many of 
Russia’s problems on hold. 


CALCUTTA (R) — Mo- 
ther Teresa, revered as the 
“saint of the gutters" for 
her work with India’s desti- 
tute. was taken to hospital 
with heart trouble Friday, 
but her doctor said he was 
hopeful she would recover. 

It was the third time since 
August that the 86-y ear-old 
Roman Catholic nun. who 
won the 1979 Nobel Peace 
Prize, had been admitted to 
hospital for emergency 
care. 

Mother Teresa’s latest 
heart trouble began at 
about 11:30 p.m. (1800 
GMT) Thursday, said her 
cardiologist. Dr. Asim Ku- 
mar Bardhan. “Last night it 
was serious.” he told repor- 
ters at Woodlands Nursing 
Home. 

She was admitted to the 
hospital at 2:30 a.m. (2100 
GMT Thursday) with acute 
left ventricular heart fail- 
ure. the hospital said in a 
medical bulletin. 

“Her irregular heart rate 
is persisting. At present she 
is fully conscious and com- 
fortable." it said. 

Dr. Bardhan said Mother 
Teresa was breathing on 
her own after initially rely- 
ing on a respirator. 

“She is getting treatment 
for heart failure and she is 
still under investigation. A 
team of doctors is looking 
after her." he said. 

“It is very difficult to say 
what her chances of recov- 
ery are. She is a chronic pa- 
tient of bean disease. But 
we are hopeful.” he said. 

Mother Teresa’s health 
began to deteriorate in , 
1989. when she was fitted 
with a heart pacemaker. 

Since then she has spent 
time in hospital for heart 
disease, bacterial pneumo- 
nia. broken ribs, malaria, 
and lung problems. 

She spent nearly three 
weeks at Woodlands Nur- 
sing Home in late August 
and early September for 
heart trouble, malaria and 


1 killed, 5 hurt in Kashmir car bomb attack 


SRINAGAR. India lAFPl 
— At least one person was 
killed and five injured in a 

car bomb blast in the 
Kashmir summer capital of 
Srinagar Friday, police said. 

A civilian died in the mid- 
day explosion near the state 
police headquarters in Sri- 
nagar’s Central Batmaloo 
district, a police spokesman 
said. 

“We have cordoned off 
the area and are investigat- 
ing the blast.'* he added. 

Witnesses said the bomb 
was planted in an ambass- 
dor car. the Indian version 
of a British model from the 


1950s. and popular with go- 
vernment officials. 

“The impact of the blast 
blew up a portion of a vic- 
tim’s head and the whole 
area was splattered with 
blood.” said Latief. a wit- 
ness. “Window panes of a 
nearby petrol station were 
shattered due to the explo- 
sion." 

There were no claims of 
responsibility for the attack 
in the high-securitv zone. 

Police said the ambassdor. 
which was stolen by sus- 
pected militants a few days 
ago. was packed with ex- 
plosives and set off by a 


remote device. 

“There were three police- 
men among the five injured 
in the blast” the spokes- 
man said. 

It was the second major 
attack in Srinagar, after 
Chief Minister Farooq Ab- 
dullah took charge as the 
state's first elected govern- 
ment after nine years. 

A car tomb on Oct. 22 out- 
side a Srinagar building hou- 
sing senior state politicians 
killed two and injured four. 

More than 15.000 people 
have died in Kashmir in 
separatist- linked violence 
since 19S9. 


pneumonia. 

Two weeks after return- 
ing to her Calcutta-based 
order, she fell off a chair 
and hit her head. A brain 
scan revealed a blood clot 
in her brain but it disap- 
peared and she was later 
released. 

Last Saturday. Mother 
Teresa received honorary 
American citizenship in a 
ceremony led by U.S. Am- 
bassador to India Frank 
Wisner. 

She is one of only five 
people in U.S. history to 
have received the accolade. 
Others include former Bri- 
tish Prime Minister Wins- 
ton Churchill and Swedish 
diplomat Raoul Wallen- 
berg. 



one raised his hand and said 
‘I or my neighbour has 
another candidate."' 

But Niger has said it 
intends to propose Hamid 
Algabid. head of the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference. And Ghana's Fo- 
reign Minister Obed Asa- 
moah said Wednesday that 
his country was ready to 
propose Kofi Annan, the 
Ghanaian U.N. undersecre- 
tary-general for peacekeep- 
ing operations. 

Some western diplomats, 
however, believe the Afri- 
can strategy may be self- 
defeating. 

“The fallacy of this strate- 
gy is that it assumes the 
United States would change 
its mind.” said one envoy. If 
Africans delayed in putting 
forth candidates, other 
countries outside of the con- 
tinent might do so. 

Even a compromise ex- 
tending Dr. Ghali's term for 
one or tw'o years — which 
so far Washington has re- 
jected — would be difficult 
because the United States 
“has made it clear they are 
not prepared to work for 
him,” he said. 



ioM 

Jordan Times, Saturday, November 23, 1996 

Australian 
‘misfit’ *|iSS ,on 


Asia (Reuter photo) 


Clinton calls for legal 


action on greenhouse gases 


PORT DOUGLAS. Austra- 
lia (R) — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton Friday called 
for legally binding commit- 
ments to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“I call upon the communi- 
ty of nations to agree to le- 
gally binding commitments 
to fight climate change.” 
Mr. Clinton said in an envi- 
ronment speech in a seaside 
park on Australia’s tropical 
northeast coast. 

“We must stand together 
against the threat of global 
warming." said Mr. Clinton 
on the second last day of his 
five-day visit to Australia. 

“A greenhouse may be a 
good place to raise plants, 
but it is no place to nurture 
our children. And we can 
avoid dangerous global 
warming if we begin today 
and if we begin together.” 
he said. “We must work to 
reduce harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions." 

He said the 1987 Montreal 
Protocol had slowed pro- 
duction and consumption of 
chloro fluorocarbons 
(CFCs). the “chemicals 
which have been eating a 
hole in the Earth’s ozone 
layer.” 

"We are on our way to 
closing the ozone hole ... 
Now we must see to it that 
this landmark treaty is en- 
forced from one corner of 
the Earth lo another." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

“These gases released by 
cars and power plants and 
burning forests ... are liier- 
aily warming our planet. If 
they continue unabated the 
consequences will be noth- 
ing short of devastating for 
the children here in this 
audience and their chil- 
dren." 

Mr. Clinton’s call for 


legally binding commit- 
ments to reduce greenhouse 
gases is in contrast to the 
U.S. stance at the Rio Earth 
Summit in 1992 when 
Washington avoided such a 


stance. 

Mr. Clinton also called for 
a reduction in global toxic 
waste. 

“Toxic chemicals and pes- 
ticides found here and in the 
United States can still find 
their way inro our lives, 
endangering our lives, our 
lands and our children." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

“Let us now forge a glob- 
al agreement 10 stop these 
toxic substances from being 
released i nto the world 
around us." 

Mr. Clinton praised Aus- 
tralia for its efforts in pro- 
tecting the world heritage- 
listed Great Barrier Reef, 
the world’s largest coral 
teef system consisting of 
2,600 reefs linked for 2.500 
kilometres along the coast. 

After the speech. Mr. 
Clinton boated out to the 
Great Barrier Reef, some 30 
nautical miles offshore, to 
go swimming and snor- 
kelling. 

Mr. Clinton flies to the 
Philippines Saturday for 
next week’s APEC summit. 

On Thursday. Mr. Clinton 
looked, and acted, as if he 
were a new father when he 
cradled Chelsea — a nine- 
nionth-old koala named 
after his daughter. 

Grinning to the throng of 
media gathered for “the 
shot” of his five-day Aus- 
tralian visit. Mr. Clinton 
talked softly to the tiny 
koala. 

"Hey little guy meet your 
mommy.” Mr. Clinton said 
to the koala as he faced 
“Chelsea" towards another 


koala. 

Mr. Clinton, who looked 
as if he may be blushing 
with pride, but was proba- 
bly only red-faced front the 
tropical sun. told reporters: 
“She is beautiful.” 

“Most people only see 
pictures of koalas ... I had 
no idea they were so soft." 
he told the White House 


press contingent. 

Asked by one reporter 
what she thought of having 
a “critter” named after her 
16-year-old daughter, Hilla- 
ry Clinton smiled. 

"We culled her (Chelsea) 
litis morning and told her 
we were going to see her 
namesake?’ Bill Clinton 
said. 

The Clintons decided to 
visit a lush rainforest park 
— home to kangaroos, 
koalas and an assortment of 
birds. 

As the Clintons strolled 
through the park near this 
north Queensland coastal 
town, a ranger answered 
their quesrions about 
Australia’s unique marsupi- 
als. at one stage telling the 
president that large red kan- 
garoos would tower over his 
big frame. 

* While both Clintons pat- 
ted the friendly kangaroos, 
only the president decided 
to hand feed the animals 
compressed grain pellets 
from a brown paper bag. 

'They are just sn sweet 
looking. Look at their faces 
and eyes.” said Hillary. 

The kangaroos also 
charmed the White House 
press, who once the presi- 
dent had left, brought out 
their “happy snap" cameras 
for family album pictures of 
their encounter with the 
strange animals from 
“down under." 


Belgian premier slammed for 


backing deputy in sex case 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian 
Prime Minister Jcun-Luc 
Dehaene has been bitterly 
accused of putting the sur- 
vival of his government 
before moral iiy by openly 
baeking his deputy Elio Di 
Rupo. alleged to have had 
sex with under-age boys. 

“Pressure on your govern- 
ment and your deputy prime 
minister will not decrease 
but inerea.se in coming 
days," said Patrick Dewucl. 
parliamentary leader of the 
Flemish Liberal Party VLD 
which is Belgium’s main 
opposition party. 

With the centre-left couli- 


fecling anymore with the 
outside world.” said 
Anncmie Van De Castcclc 
of the right wing Vblksunie. 

Mr. Dehaene replied that 
Mr. Di Rupo. 45. had per- 
sonally assured him Ihc 
charges were baseless and 
that he could continue to 
carry out his ministerial 
duties. 

If Mr. Di Rupo. a Fran- 
cophone socialist is forced 
lo quit, the fate of the gov- 
ernment hangs in (he hal- 


tion government sining on a 
powder keg. parliament 
voted 103-20 Thursday in 
support of a special com- 
mission recommendation to 
continue enquiries into the 
charges, which Mr. Di Rupo 
denies. 

“In view of (he state of the 
judicial procedure it would 
be premature at this stage to 
take a political decision and 
(Di Ruptf) retains my confi- 
dence.” Mr. Dehaene told 
parliament. 

“You are afraid Di Rupo’s 
stepping down could spell 
the end of the government." 
Mr. Dcwael said. 

“If you say that your gov- 
ernment can still operate 
normally, then you are* 
cither lying or you have no 


ance. 

The commission’s deci- 
sion was reached only after 
Mr. Dehaene pressured his 
own Christian Democratic 
Party to support Mr. Di 
Rupo. one or the most pop- 
ular and powerful politi- 
cians in Wallonia, the 
French-speaking southern 
half of Belgium. 

Belgium’s coalition gov. 
eminent consists of (he 
Francophone and Flemish 
Christian Democratic and 
Socialist parties. 

“This is the umpteenth 
proof that you and your 
party arc being held hostage 
by Ihc PS (the Francophone 
Socialist Parly)," Mr. De- 
wacl said. Mr. Dehaene said 
he welcomed parliament's 
decision to order enquiries 
to be completed by Dec. 9. 

At ihc end of that period, 
with more information from 


the Brussels public prosecu- 
tor. the commission will 
decide whether to recom- 
mend that parliament lift 
Mr. Di Rupo's immunity 
and send him before the 
cour de cassation — Bel- 
gium’s highest court. 

On Thursday Belgian 
newspapers and some mem- 
bers nf parliament ques- 
tioned the reliability of the 
sole witness, now 22. 
against the minister. 

. Mr. Di Rupo will almost 
automatically be torced to 
quit if parliament lifts his 
immunity. Even if rhe ease 
is thrown nut he will be 
politically weakened — 
perhaps mortally wounded. 

But opposition parties 
said Mr. Di Rupo had lo 
step down now. 

The whole political anti 
judicial cslabfishinent arc 
already under tire for ineptj- 
tude and suspected corrup- 
tion alter the discovery of a 
paedophile abduction and 
murder case and an unrelat- 
ed political murder scandal 
three months ago. 

The arrest in mid-August 
of convicted child rapist 
Marc Dutroux. the subse- 
quent rescue of two sexual- 
ly abused young girls from 
a house he owned and the 
discovery of the bodies 0 f 
four more girls | );is Mat- 
tered public Confidence. 


killer jailed ufilSCS 
foriifc fiarus 

HOBART. Australia (R)— r nP 

An Australian court Friday A /Yj J 
sentenced Port Arthur tolllJ-”*' 
killer Martin Bryant to life I** 
in jail for the shooting mas- ^ A h lIter \ U '~, 

sacre of 35 people, deem- l 1 ** ^ pre''*" er \ 
ing him a pathetic misfit in Bela*' u * 

who nursed a grudge #' ■ fjr^ 
against the world. /"■‘ J , ar j\ F- n > 

"judge William Cox m die ia [k> led 0 - 
Tasmanian Supreme Court . Mini>t tfr 

ordered Bryant, 29. should ■ t lir jin. 
be held in jail “for the term ,ntei \ ent ,on 
of his natural life”, saying >V n jurn M ,n ‘ 
he feared the abnormal president 

youth would forever ; “ LuU-‘tu' n! ' ;i ' ! 
remain a threat to society. ,.yi L u iJer 
Bryant, who had con- !^ ,n - n Vk dc- 
fessed to unleashing mod- : *?Edini (he 
em Australia s worst mass * m f* r “V 5^ jei 
murder among the ruins of tor ? . ‘ t; ,nve 
an old penal colony in the 
state of Tasmania, told his ^ 

lawyer later he was 
"happy” with the sentence, ^ 

the attorney, John Avety, ^ SpeAf V ‘ 
told reporters. jn y ” 

Mr. Avery said he then « 4 R U '' M ‘ 

shared a can of Cola with ' ,<t parlumen 

his client in the court’s ' '$> under 

holding cell. VppssJf 1 ' • : -- r ‘; LV 

But for Carolyn Lough- • h* ,[ 

ton. who saw her 15-year- iik N? 
old daughter Sarah gunned 
down at the peak of the Vi. *ru.n b> 
April 28 massacre, the die prudent 
crimes called for the return _Jj memories or 
of the death penalty. , p^dem B,,n ' 

“l think that all Aus- ' lll1 |em>h«‘V.dov\n 
tralians should now look at Vn i^-Uror- in 
the debate on the reintro- lf! ipeach- 

duction of capital punish- ^n-i Mr. 
ment for mass murder” she *? r 
told reporters in a voice V .nrorran! 
choked with emotion. V, . ’ 
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President Bin Clinton cradles a tiny Koala bear in his arms as he and First Lady 
Hillary Rodbam Clinton tour The Rainforest habitat in Port Douglas Friday. The 
president held the Koala named Chelsea, a name shared by their daughter, as he 
walked through the preserve. President Clinton is on a 10-day. three country tour of 
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“They can look at making a s 
it retrospective to the 28th :K / n n VV 
of April 1996 because our . V 

liioe hivv h*»**n KH •‘iH 1 r 11 '■ 


lives have been destroyed 
and that man has had seven 
months more life than my 
daughter... He can rot in 
hell.” she said. 

In hearings this week, the 
court was told how Bryant 
killed 12 people in 15:500- 
'cinds. shooting them as 
they sat having lunch in the 
site's crowded tourist cafe, 
ignoring pleas for mercy. 

. A total of 20 people died 
in the cafe, including Sarah 
Loughton. in what prosecu- 
tors called a slaughter. 
Bryant laughed as he 
walked from table to table 
shooting people in the 
head. 

When Bryant was arrest- 
ed the next morning after 
an all-night siege at a 
guesthouse near the Port 
.Arthur ruins, another 15 
people were dead, includ-^ 
ing a six-year-old girl exe-“ 
cuted as she hid behind a 
tree, her three-year-old sis- 
ter and mother. 

“Objectively, it is diffi- 
cult 10 imagine a more 
chilling catalogue of 
crime.” said Judge Cox as 
he passed sentence. 

Judge Cox outlined how 
the massacre shocked the 
nation and its impact rip- 
pled out across the world. 
Four of the victims were 
Malaysian and Swiss tou- 
rists. and visitors from 
South Africa were among 
those who narrowly sur- 
vived the rampage. 

But Judge Cox said 
Bryant was incapable of 
understanding the feelings 
of other people, was close 
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Bryant was incapable of ^ wn n 
understanding the feelings , " ne 

of other people, was close ' u ’nSp w , m V - 0n . a 

to being mentally disabled Weaker ,, 
and should be pitied. v V C r, m ’ VVe 
Grieving family of the ^ 0u , 10 !his 

dead wiped away tears as but 

Bryant, who as usual i< *sete ler ? r I lci P a * 

seemed relaxed and willing . ,ind ‘here 

to meet their stares from 9*V' 
the public gallery, was M ®ita| i ’*. 1 n »^id 
taken from court for the ^^ n reai > 'isned 
last time. ' ,i me-n^ Bc ^ 

, “Perhaps the sentence is ' V' Mos- 

just in the eyes of the com- • c ° nn ected to 
munity. but it’s little com- "f'tlhbour 
pensation for the family of '-‘anw 

the 35 victims.” said w? ; t Lukash*- 
Phillip Pears, brother of n rf ." 

Glenn. Brvants final vie- > v K1 ^ 
lint. ' V Ptv.gram^ ■ m . 

Tasmanian Premier Tony ^ lf ' V*-i3 W 
Rundle said it was now ^ IUvu ', Ke ^ 
time for the traumatised ed tr,,. Q ’ ' taie 

island community to put Pr °" 

the massacre behind it l. t ^tr\ 

“I think we have to look - l "aV^° nsi ' 
forward.. .to forgetting 'V 
about an act we believed 1 


^V^ted to 
r , V'^ed 


:■{* the ' ^Ponsi- 


could never happen in our j|j a . s aid. 

state.” he said. ^ 

Bryant had the intellect j f 0rce ih ied ‘ at °r 
f'f a child and appeared V^heni C dea L 
*uftcr a rare and umreat- rh f . /' sain 


able personality disorder 
similar in ways to autism, 
the coun heard this week. 

But psychiatric reports 
quoted in court said Biy 301 
was nm criminally insane. 
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MINSK (R) — A bluer dis- 
..„ a pute between the president 
5 . 'Ilian r and parliament in Belarus 
“J 1 ? 0 Sup^f that alarmed Europe ended 
d Brvaw v '• in compromise early Friday 
after all-night talks led by 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
Moscow’s intervention 
before a referendum Sun- 
day in which President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
will be seeking much wider 
anu^ ^ \ powers was apparently de- 
penai toi ^ J«ii ve in persuading the 
f iea ^ £r of 1116 ^ ormer Soviet 

Lj er V slate to soften his stance 
and defuse tension. 

Mr. Lukashenko, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, Belarus 
Parliament Speaker Sem- 
yon Sharetksy and the 
speakers of Russia’s two 
bouses of parliament 
signed the accord under 
which the president agreed 
to legislators' demands that 
the plebiscite not be legally 
binding. 

Parliament, which by 
confronting the president 
had stirred memories of 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's violent showdown 
with his own legislators in 
1993, dropped impeach- 
ment moves against Mr. 
Lukashenko. 

“This is a very important 
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i’ s ffL, Vo;who won a landslide pre- 
ifte •• , sidential election victory in 
1994 on a programme of 
c loser ties to Russia, risked 
*testroying the two-state 
onion if he failed to compro- 
mise with parliament 
. ‘We- also carry responsi- 
-Wliiy for the agreement 
jni^.j. ^Wch has been signed," 
^'ii’l ^ Chernomyrdin said, 
Jtf'* $ - wh insisted that Russia 



More Zaire upheaval as 
countries debate peace 



A woman sits near the victim of an explosion In a shoe store as a corpse in a body bag 
lies nearby Thursday. President Bill Clinton declared a state of emergency in Puerto 
Rico Thursday, ordering federal aid to supplement local recovery efforts after 20 peo- 
ple were killed and at least 80 injured in the collapse of an apartment building 
(Reuter photo) 

U.S. blast rubble may hide 11 missing 


an M dsAstep. In simple terms, it 
,l 1 marks the end to confronta- 
tion that the Belarus people 
have- been waiting for.’ 
said Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
who had flown from Mos- 
cow Thursday night, appar- 
ently determined to defuse 
the conflict. 

He admitted it had been 
people m:. tpugh. 
u*. «une 'h ^ “The , negotiations were 
•nitreW. Mery, difficult*’’ he told re- ' 
wdcJhur: paters. "I have not been 
involved in such an under- 
taking for 15 years.” 

The Russian premier, in 
the driving seat in Moscow 
as Mr. Yeltsin convalesces 
from heart surgery, ap- 
peared to have succeeded 
where months of increasing- 
ly ugly argument in Belarus 
had failed in getting Mr. 
Lukashenko, 42. to relent. 

Parliamentarians had al- 
ready offered their main 
concession — dropping the 
rc E ^impeachment proceedings 

•iiHild >s*~~ earlier in the week, 
he hid ii* ® ut ^ Lukashenko, 
confident of popular sup- 
port in Sunday’s voting, 
had refused point blank to 
make terms and threatened 
to dissolve parliament and 
the Constitutional Court, 
which backed legislators in 
saying the referendum was 
unconstitutional. 

Mr. Sharetsky said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin,' whose last 
high-profile peacemaking 
role was the Chechen hos- 
tage crisis at Budennovsk 
in July 1995, had helped 
strike a deal acceptable to 
both sides. 

“No one won and no one 
lost. We sought and won a 
sensible compromise,” the 
Belarus speaker said. “We 
coaid have come to this 
iwll- ^ f compromise ourselves but 
P", 1 . ni ■ 'yith the Russian participa- 
tion it was easier and there 
*as a guarantee.” 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
that a political treaty signed 
between Russia and Belarus 
-last April meant that Mos- 
cow felr closely connected to 
the fate of its neighbour. 

Russian legislators warned 
this week that Mr. Lukashen- 


SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico 
(R) — Emergency workers 
u^ed heavy equipment early 
Friday to shore up the re- 
mains of a blasted-out buil- 
ding before they could re- 
sume the search for any sur- 
vivors of an explosion that 
killed at least 20. 

At least 11 people were 
missing and believed 
trapped within the chunks 
.of twisted metal and con- 
crete. according to police 
and government officials. 

Some SO people, many 
pedestrians on the busy 
street of the working-class 
neighbourhood, were treat- 
ed for injuries and head 
wounds following the 
Thursday morning explo- 
sion. 

The building was reduced 
to an empty Shell when five 
floors of apartments and 
offices collapsed on a shoe 
store on the ground floor of 
the building in the busy Rio 
Piedras commercial district 
of San Juan. 

Emergency workers were 
forced to halt their search 
for survivors Thursday eve- 
ning, fearing for their own 
safety until the building 
could be shored up with 
steel beams. Faint voices 
had been heard by some by- 
standers soon after the ex- 
plosion, but were not heard 
later in the tf ay. 

Trained search dogs and 


sophisticated equipment 
including fiberoptic cam- 
eras and listening devices 
were flown into San Juan by 
a team of rescue workers 
from Miami’s MeiroDade 
Fire Department. Officials 
hoped to resume the search 
for possible survivors by 
dawn. 

__ “Everybody is just wait- 
ing for the street’ to' 'geit 
cleared," said Angel Dela.- 
fuente, a member of' jne 
Miami Fire Department. 1 “■ 

Investigators from the Na- 
tional Transportation Safety 
Board, which probes U.S. 
airline accidents, were also 
dispatched to assist the 
Puerto Rican government 
with its investigation into 
the cause of the accident. 

Early indications, and 
reports that residents had 
complained of a foul smell 
prior to the accident, point- 
ed to a possible natural gas 
leak. 

'The owners of the place 
were complaining that there 
was a smell for the past two 
weeks but they (the gas 
company) hadn't done any- 
thing. Today they came and 
when they were probing, 
the explosion occurred.” 
Police Superintendent Ped- 
ro Toledo said. 

“It is a very unfortunate 
event that has caused a lot 
of grief and suffering for 
families," said Gov. Pedro 


Rossello. “Our efforts must 
now be directed to attend- 
ing to the injured and help- 
ing the families of those 
who died.” he said. 

Gov. Rossello toured. the 
site .late Thursday night. He 
also thanked a group of 
black-habited nuns at a Ca- 
tholic Church across the 
street for their lifesaving ef- 
forts'. Tfie nuns Were among i 
. the jpeople'.who rushed to 
the scene 1 and pulled the ' 
injured and dead from the 
rubble. 

A handful oF relatives of 
the missing kept a vigil out- 
side the police barricade 
throughout the night, wa- 
tching as city workers used 
shovels and wheelbarrows 
to scoop up debris. Spot- 
lights illuminated the area 
as engineers tried to put in 
place the steel support 
beams. “We have possibly 
1 1 people under the cement. 
The problem is that we 
can't go in there because it’s 
not secure," Mr. Toledo 
said. 

Lourdes Perez stood as 
close as she could to the 
scene, dabbing at her eyes 
with a handkerchief. Her 
19-year-old daughter, Ka- 
ren. worked at the shoe 
store and was among the 
missing. T’ve been wait- 
ing here since 9 this morn- 
ing. I’ll wait all night," she 
said. 


GOMA, Zaire. (R) — Heavy fighting and large refugee 
movements were reported in eastern Zaire as countries 
backing an intervention force prepared to meet in Germany 
Friday to discuss options. 

Some countries, including the United States, have scaled 
down their commitment after 500,000 refugees returned 
home to Rwanda. But renewed fighting, with refugees 
caught in the middle, might give fresh impetus to the 
Canadian-led mission. 

The Friday meeting of military planners will not make 
any decisions on whether to send a force bur a decision 
would come soon. Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd 
Ax worthy said Thursday. 

“There will not be a decision in Stuttgart. It is a meeting 
to look at all the factors and all the options, and after that 
there will be a context for a decision." Mr. Axworthy said. 

Ray Wilkinson of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) told reporters inGisenyi, Rwanda, that 
UNHCR had reports of heavy fighting in Zaire Thursday, 
south of Minova on Lake Kivu, 20 kilometres south of 
Sake. 

"This appears to confirm the reports we’ve had for the 
post four days of a large movement of refugees and 
interahamwe from South Kivu towards Sake and the 
nonh.” he said. 

Zairean rebels ousted the Interahamwe — extremist 
Rwandan Hutu militias — and troops of the former 
Rwandan army along with refugees from camps in eastern 
Zaire in fighting that stoned in mid-October. 

The refugees fled Rwanda in 1994 when a Tutsi-led army 
ovenan' the country after the massacre of up to a million 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus by the Hutu extremists. 

Some 500.000 have returned en masse to Rwanda from 
the Guma area, near Sake, over the past week to escape the 
new fighting. 

Mr. Wilkinson said aid workers would have to contend 
with “an ongoing diaspora" with people heading in all 
directions. That seemed to be confirmed with the findings 
of satellite photos reported by the UNHCR in Geneva 
Thursday. 

The United States Thursday suspended flights of 
unarmed military reconnaissance planes over Zaire after 
one came under anti-aircraft fire Wednesday. It was not hit. 

UNHCR spokeswoman Melita Sunjic told Reuters an 
estimated 50,000 refugees had been located some 20 kilo- 
metres west of the Masisi region west of Goma. Another 
100.000 had been sported in an area north of Sake village 
near Masisi town. 

Further south, the UNHCR had located some 200,000 
refugees around 75 kilometres north of Bukavu and anoth- 
er 250,000 people 75 kilometres south of Bukavu, she said. 

Deeper into Zaire, an estimated 100,000 refugees had 


been seen in the Fizi area some 100 kilometres south of 
LNira. 

U.N. spokeswoman Sylvana Foa said in New York rhese 
findings were the result of three separate surveys. 

“And they all tally so we feel very comfortable about 
these numbers." she said. "We do know they are out there 
and are in need of assistance...They are not ghosts." 

Yet another report suggested a group of 100.000 Hutus 
from Bukavu would flood over the border by the weekend. 

A senior U.N. official in Kigali said: ‘There are around 
1 00.000 refugees or so. located about 20 kilometres from 
Goma. We expect these people to be in Gisenyi Friday or 
Saturday." 

The UNHCR's Wilkinson in Gisenyi said UNHCR staff 
in Goma were told by soldiers in command there to expect 
new refugees from the south in the next few days. 

After reports of the heavy fighting in the Masisi region, 
the UNHCR workers had not been allowed by the rebels to 
leave either to the north or south Thursday. Mr. Wilkinson 
said. 

Other reports, at odds with UNHCR details, spoke of a 
large group of refugees heading further and further west 
over the past three weeks towards Shabund3. 120 kilome- 
tres west of Bukavu. 

And the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said Thursday it had treated 300 wounded soldiers 
in the Zairean town of Kisangani, 460 kilometres nonh west 
of Goma. 

The statement provided evidence of the scale of fighting 
and level of casualties sustained by Rwandan Hutu extrem- 
ists fleeing northwest after being driven from the refugee 
camps by the Zairean rebels. 

Meanwhile, some 300 Burundians who were among the 
first wave of refugees returning from eastern Zaire, were 
massacred in a church in western Burundi on Oct. 22. a 
UNHCR spokeswoman said here Friday. 

They had returned voluntarily to Mirambi in Cibitoke 
province and had spent the night in the church. Christiune 
Benhiaume of the UNHCR stated. 

The identity of the killers was not known. Mr. Berthiame 
said, but Burundi is wracked by a civil war between the 
army, dominated by the minority Tutsis. and Hutu rebels, 
who have been accused of launching attacks into their 
country from Zaire. 

More than 50.000 Burundian Hutu refugees have 
returned to their homeland since mainly Tufsi Zairean 
rebels launched an uprising in eastern Zaire last month and 
went on to capture the key towns of Uvira, Bukavu and 
Goma, which were all hubs for refugee camps. 

In June, three members of the ICRC were murdered in the 
province, provoking the aid agency to pull out. It had been 
the only organisation to remain in place. 


Former Zaire premier claims post again 


PARIS (AFP) — Zairean 
opposition leader Etienpe, 
Tshisekedi claimed ' Friday 
’.tM h£ had 'beieri named: 
"prime minister of a new go- 
vernment of national unity 
in Zaire in talks with the 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko. 

Mr. Tshisekedi, a former 
premier who was sacked by 
Mr. Mobutu and replaced 
by current Premier Kengo 
Wa Dondo, yisited Mr. Mo- 
butu Thursday and told Ra- 
dio France Internationale 
Friday the meeting had led 
to a reconciliation and that 
Mr. Mobutu had agreed that 
he should lead a govern- 


ment of national unity. 

.. But an aide to Mr. Mo- 
butu. who is' convalescing 
frbm cancer stir^fery in his 
private French ri viera villa, 
flatly denied foe report, say- 
ing it would in any case be 
anti-constitutional. 

“The president yesterday 
received him for more than 
an hour, and there was 
never any question of polit- 
ical problems," said Mobu- 
tu aide Honore Nghanda in 
an interview with the same 
radio station. 

He explained that it would 
in any case be anti-constitu- 
tional for Mr. Mobutu to 
appoint a prime minister 


while outside the country. 
“If that were to be- done, it 
would happen in the coun- 
try.. 

"It would be anti-constitu- 
tional for a head of state, 
while outside the country, to 
meet a leader and decide to 
name him prime minister," 
he added. 

Mr. Mobutu is currently 
recuperating in France from 
cancer surgery. 

Asked whether he consid- 
ered himself the new prime 
minister. Mr. Tshisekedi 
told Radio France Interna- 
tionale: "Absolutely." 

Asked whether Mr. Mo- 
butu agreed to this he said: 


"That is obvious. It comes 
■from this jinioiii this r esm- 
ciliation."”-; l.i m 

“With this reconciliation 
we have. juat« had. President 
Mobutu will no longer op»- 
pose this. He will therefore 
respect the constitutional 
act allowing that I run the 
government, called a gov- 
ernment of national unity," 
he said. 

The current regime under 
Mr. Kengo is under pressure 
from opposition supporters 
who have called for Mr. 
Kengo to be ousted because 
of the rout of Zairean army 
forces in eastern Zaire by 
rebels. 


Major blasts MPs over 
Sinn Fein meeting 


Hong Kong fire claims 37 lives 
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Bunday — a form of com- 
P^&roise parliament had 
^ady offered this week. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Forensic scientists 

searched for clues Friday 
to identify the charred 
remains of people killed in 
a Hong Kong building 
fire, as police revised the 
death toll slightly down- 
waitf , from 39 to 37 dead. 

Meanwhile, a major 
blaze broke out in a com- 
mercial building, similar 
to the tower that caught 
fire Wednesday, but the 
flames were put out sever- 
al hours later and there 
were no casualties. 

A police spokesman said 
the forensic experts faced 
an uphill task, as the ca- 
davers were badly burned. 

“In some cases there is 
very little left." he said. 

Twenty-two of the fatali- 
ties worked at one of Hong 
Kong’s most famous gold- 
smiths, Chow Sang Sang 
Jewellery Co. Ltd., which 
had an administrative 
office in the building. 

Police detectives were at 
work, sifting through the 
blackened wreckage of the 
ill-starred Garley Com- 
mercial Building, a 16- 
siorey, 30-vear-old com- 
mercial and office build- 
ina in Kowloon, the 
world’s most densely-pop- 
ulated district. 

“It will take some ume to 
complete the identification 
process." the spokesman 


said. Relatives were being 
asked to give information 
such as dental records as 
well as blood for DNA 
tests. 

The families of the six 
dead already identified, 
among them fireman Liu 
Chi-Hung. 36, have all 
been informed. 

Emergency Services ini- 
tially put the toll at 39 
dead and police sources 
said early Friday that at 
least one missing person 
was still unaccounted for. 

But Senior Superinten- 
dent Victor Lo later said a 
fuller investigation 

showed the death toll 
would probably be two 
fewer, at 37 dead. 

"Lip to this time, there 
has been a total of 37 
missing persons reported.” 
Mr. Lo said. 

"Last night', a total of 33 
bodies had been removed 
from the fire scene, so we 
are talking a possible four 
more uni3enofied casual- 
ties. Hopefully, this will be 
die size of ihe whole prob- 
lem." 

A government spokes- 
man said 46 of the 81 in- 
jured in the fire were still 
in hospital, but their con- 
dition was not serious. 

Initial investigations 
show that the fire may 
have been 'caused by 
sparks from welding being 


curried out by mainte- 
nance workers in the lift 
shaft, police said. 

. Nine fire engines Friday 
were called out to a blaze 
that swept through the up- 
permost floor of a 14- 
storey commercial build- 
ing in Causeway Bay. on 
Hong Kong Island, offi- 
cials said. 

Acrid smoke billowed 
into the air. after the fire 
broke out in a small plas- 
tics factoiy. 

But the building was 
evacuated in time and 
there were no casualties, 
the F^re Service Depart- 
ment said. 

The biggest fire toll of 
any type in Hong Kong's 
recorded history' was in 
19 IS. when 570 were 
killed after a temporary 
grandstand caught fire at 
Happy Valley Racecourse. 

The disaster in Kowloon 
has prompted calls for 
Hong Kong to step up fire 
safety, particularly build- 
ings ’that predate laws re- 
quiring post- 1 973 com- 
mercial rooms and offices 
to have sprinkler systems, 
wider fire exits and better 
access for the emergency 
services. There are around 
700 buildings in Hong 
Kong of the approximate 
type and age of the Garley 
Commercial Building. 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
accused some opposition 
parliamentarians Thursday 
of "stunning naivety" in al- 
lowing members- of the 
IRA’s political wing to 
roam around Britain's par- 
liament building. 

Mr. Major told the lower 
house of commons that 
some Labour legislators 
recently invited representa- 
tives of Sinn Fein to visit 
them without giving parlia- 
mentary authorities prior 
notice “and that they were 
from time to time left unat- 
tended." 

But Ken Livingstone, one 
of the members of parlia- 
ment involved, said it was 
ludicrous for a newspaper 
to suggest that senior offi- 
cials of the outlawed Irish 
Republican Army, fighting 
to end British rule over 
Northern Ireland, had come 
to parliament to prepare for 
a bomb outrage. 

“The idea rhar the IRA 
army council members 
would come to London ac- 
tually to case the joint for 
bombing runs...These are 
the most wanted people in 
Britain, they would not risk 
them on that sort of exer- 
cise." he said. 

The Independent newspa- 
per reported that while the 
MPs were talking to <he 
Sinn Fein officials in a cafe- 
teria, one of them said he 
was going to the lavatoty, 
and then disappeared for 20 
minutes. 

It said Britain’s MI5 secu- 
rity service, alarmed that 
this unnamed individual 
suspected of being a mem- 
ber of the IRA’s ruling army 
council, had complained to 
Labour. 


But the home office, the 
government department 
responsible for MI5, denied 
this, saying security officers 
had not conducted surveil- 
lance within parliament. 

Mr. Major said cabinet 
Minister Tony Newton had 
written to house of com- 
mons speaker Betty Booth- 
royd about the incident. 

"I don’t know what the 
outcome of this inquiry will 
be but I think it is stunning 
naivety of any membt . not 
to realise the connection 
between Sinn Fein and the 
IRA," he said. 

Labour's home affairs 
spokesman. Jack Straw, 
said the incident had been 
taken “very seriously in- 
deed" by the party. 

“It is a breach of the rules 
to leave guests unattended, 
whichever organisation 
they have come from. But 
obviously there are greater 
concerns about that if they 
do come from an organisa- 
tion like Sinn Fein or the 
IRA," he told BBC radio. 

Mr. Livingstone, a long- 
time supporter of a united 
Ireland, said Sinn Fein 
chairman Mitchel Mc- 
Laughlin was accompanied 
on the visit by two party 
officials. One ran its Lon- 
don office and the other was 
its expert on British policy. 

The three were met in the 
central lobby, where Bri- 
tons go to see their MPs, 
and taken to a cafeteria, Mr. 
Livinstone said, adding: 
“These are places that virtu- 
ally anybody can get into." 


Police foil bomb 
attack in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — British 
forces defused a huge guer- 
rilla car bomb left outside 
police headquarters in 
Northern Ireland’s second 
city of Londonderry Thurs- 
day, police said. 

"An army technical offi- 
cer has successfully 
defused a large car bomb 
outside strand” road police 
station," a police spokes- 
man told Reuters. The 
bomb weighed 600 pounds 
(275 kilos). 

Hundreds of premises 
around the police building 
in the mostly Catholic city 
were evacuated. 

The BBC said that bomb 
disposal officers used a 
robot to set off a controlled 
explosion and remove bags 
of explosives. 

Earlier, a telephone caller 
purporting to speak for a 
hardline republican group, 
the Irish Continuity Army 
Council, told news media 
that its members had plant- 
ed the device. 

It was the second major 
guerrilla alert within a week 
in Londonderry, which has 
been largely quiet since the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army and pro-British “loy- 
alist" guerrillas declared 
truces two years ago. 

The Continuity Army 
Group had previously 
claimed responsibility for 
planting a car bomb m 
Belfast in July which was 
blown up in a controlled 
explosion by the army. 

They were also held 
responsible for the bomb 
which wrecked the Killy- 
helvin Hotel in Enniskillen 
and injured 17 people in 
July. The continuity army is 
believed to be the military 


wing of republican Sinn 
Fein, a hardline group 
which broke away- from 
Sinn Fein, the IRA’s politi- 
cal wing, in 1986. 

The incident further dam- 
pened hopes for a return to 
peace in the province and 
raised fears about whether 
the "loyalist" truce would 
hold. The IRA, the main 
republican guerrilla group.- 
ended its 17-month truce 
last February, setting off 
bombs in mainland Britain 
and at military bases in 
Germany and Nonhem 
Ireland. 

Multi-party talks on Nor- 
thern Ireland's political fu- 
ture are bogged down. Stre- 
nuous political efforts are 
being made to win a new 
IRA truce but Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring said 
he had no information 
about whether such a cease- 
fire was imminent. 

“We are all working very 
hard to see if we can bring 
'about a cessation of vio- 
lence." Mr. Spring said late 
Wednesday after three 
hours of talks with Britain’s 
Northern Ireland secretary. 
Sir Patrick Mayhew. 

Concern has been ex- 
pressed by protestant "loy- 
alist" groups that multi- 
party talks might soon col- 
lapse because of problems 
over the key issue of arms 
"decommissioning". 

Sinn Fein, the IRA’s polit- 
ical wing, says that it is pur- 
suing a peace strategy and 
wants to get into all-party 
talks, but Britain and 
Ireland insist on an IRA 
guerrilla truce First. 
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Building block of democracy 


A ROUND-TABLE debate held last Wednesday 
by the Arab Organisation for Human Rights and 
the Al Riadah Centre for Information and 
Research on the draft law for the establishment 
of the Centre for Freedom. Democracy and 
Human Rights has turned out to be inconclusive. 

It was obvious from the discussions and earlier 
deliberations on the proposed centre that there 
was a stand-off between two different schools of 
thoughts. The first aims to create an effective cen- 
tre which enjoys sufficient powers and jurisdic- 
tion to address human rights violations in a mean- 
ingful way. 

The second prefers to limit the authority of the 
centre to conducting research and merely receiv- 
ing and forwarding complaints on human rights 
issues. Other points of debate included such ques- 
tions as to whether to establish the centre by issu- 
ing a special law or have it created on the strength 
of the existing laws on national associations and 
organisations. 

In all cases, the controversy seems to centre on 
the mission of the forum and the degree of its inde- 
pendence. immunity from interference and 
authority to act effectively within the confines of 
its mandate. We doubt that His Majesty the King, 
who had issued a Royal Decree nearly four years 
ago to set up the centre, wanted it simply to he 
a study group with limited powers to address 
human rights problems. Had this been the case, 
there would have been no reason for a Royal 
Decree to establish it in the first place. We believe 
therefore that the Monarch aimed for something 
much larger and effective when he appointed a 19- 
member committee made up of imminent 
Jordanian personalities to study the project and 
-draft appropriate legislation on it 
:: There is a plurality in Jordan today on the need 
•ito bolster; democracy. The establishment of an 
independent machinery to deal effectively with 
human rights issues through research and investi- 
gation. on the one hand, and judicial authority to 
act effectively on violations, on the other, is an 
important step in that direction. 

But as long as there is no meeting of the minds 
between the two schools of thought on the broad 
outlines of the forum, there can be little likelihood 
of speeding up action on it. The fact that follow-up 
work has been sluggish since February 1993 
proves that ideas on it have yet to crystallise fully. 
Till that happens, the existing logjam is destined to 
continue. 

To end this division, there is an urgent need for 
the exercise of a political will to overcome the 
stalemate. Last week's round-table deliberations 
helped develop thoughts, but only a full parlia- 
mentary debate can break the deadlock. Above all 
the government is called upon to articulate its 
position more clearly, even though the prime min- 
ister did well to push the draft law on it earlier on 
in his tenure. The King has stressed the impor- 
tance of establishing the centre. Its benefits cannot 
be overemphasised. With this in mind, nothing 
justifies the delay in setting up and making it fully 
operational. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE INTOLERABLE environmental situation at the 
old phosphate mines in Ruseifah was discussed by 
Nazih. a columnist for Al Ra'i daily. The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company had long abandoned the 
Ruseifah mines and turned its attention to mining the 
mineral in the south of the country', but left behind a 
dangerous site for the neighbouring town of Ruseifah 
and its residents who continue to inhale the phosphate 
dusr and smell the stench of fermenting garbage that 
has iWen accumulated on the site, said the writer. The 
company had earlier contracted the Royal Scientific 
Society to conduct a study on how to terminate the 
source of sufferings for the Ruseifah people. The study 
was prepared but no action to implement the recom- 
mended measures has been taken, noted the writer. He 
said that the Ruseifah Municipality has been trying its 
best to deal with the situation and end the pollution 
which is harmful to the townspeople, but it seems that 
the municipality ‘s financial resources are not sufficient 
to handle this "serious issue. The writer said that the 
government must intervene and allocate the necessary 
funds to deal with pollution and protect the environ- 
ment and Hie lives of the local population. 


L 


A WRITER for Al Dustour accused ministers who are 
also members of parliament of exploiting their execu- 
tive authority position for election purposes and called 
for an end to the practise of appointing deputies as gov- 
ernment ministers. Bussam Haddadin said also that the 
independent deputies who participate in governments 
are not affiliated to any political party and are not 
restricted by any political group’s ideas and so they 
have no one to hold them accountable for their action 
as they naturally side with the government and support 
the prime minister’s policies. The writer said that pre- 
venting deputies from becoming ministers is the appro- 
priate solution for this problem because, in such a situ- 
ation. the government will not be reiving on support 
from ministers who also serve as deputies in the House 
to secure backing for all its policies and programmes. 
The writer, who is also member of parliament, 
expressed hope that no deputy will be made a govern- 
ment minister after the 1997 general elections so that 
parliament work will be free of any outside influences. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Aid to Palestinians — needed and rightfully scrutinised 


£ 


FT IS heartening to note that the donor community did not 
hesitate to respond positively to the Palestinian National 
Authority's (PNA) request for financial assistance at the 
Paris meeting last week and readily pledged some $845 
million to help it. The pledge was a resounding affirmation 
of the international community's commitment to support 
the Middle East peace process and anxiety to ensure that 
the Palestinians succeed in their endeavours to establish 
their own entity after decades of struggle with Israel. 

Having said that, however, we cannot but note that mak- 
ing pledges is one thing and fulfilling them is something 
else. We saw the world community pledging nearly $2.5 
billion to help the Palestinians in October 1993, but have 
also seen the reluctance of many governments to actually 
allocate the funds to fulfill the promise. Reasons given for 
the hesitancy ranged from demands for “transparency" and 
“good governance” to an argument that the Palestinian ter- 
ritories did not have the ability to absorb any sizeable 
amount of funds without dire negative consequences as 
high inflation and resulting impact on the daily life of the 
Palestinians. 

While we appreciate some of the arguments, as based on 
sound economic policies proven in other pans of the 
world, we cannot but wonder whether a concerted move 
was exerted to explore what precise means were available 
to ensure that die Palestinians did in fact benefit from 
international funds without inflating the economy (let us 
not forget that expatriate remittances were the main means 
which helped a majority of the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza survive over these years). 


We have also seen that a part of the international pledges 
of aid to the Palestinians is not new money; it represents 
the amounts that some governments have been giving to 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
and non-governmental organisations, that help the 
Palestinians. Effectively, those contributions have been 
there for many years and they should not be seen as fresh 
•commitments by the donors. 

We have also noted that the donor community has been 
very slow in responding to the PNA's repeated requests to 
bridge its budget deficit. The argument in this case had 
always been that the world cannot and should not pay for 
the current expenses of running the PNA. such as paying 
for the police force and other administrative costs of oper- 
ating the self-rule government. But then we find this baf- 
fling. given that the PNA has yet to set up an effective tax- 
ation system and means of collecting revenues, given the 
peculiar features of the Israeli occupation. Israeli soldiers 
might have withdrawn from many parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, but the salient features of occupation, such 
as control of border points, remain very much in place. 
The continuing closure of the territories is another major 
hurdle in the PNA's efforts to bring about an effective 
financial administration. As such, it is imperative that the 
donor community and the World Bank, which is directly in 
chaise of administering international aid to the PNA, 
move with a little more imagination to- help the self-rule 
government meet its obligations in the interim. 

For its part, the PNA has to tighten its monitoring of how 
international funds are spent in the Palestinian territories. 


Regardless of all arguments, it is clear that there is a pat- 
tern of misuse of funds, including corruption and bribery. 
amon« some PNA officials. The authority itself admitted 
as much four months ago by detaining some PNA officials 
and firing some others in response to mounting evidence 
that the self-rule authority did have some of the features of 
a typical Third World oligarchy (a close look at how some 
of the officials at various levels of the PNA have' become 
wealthy overnight should prove the point). 

Needless to say. signs of corruption and misuse of funds 
are indeed very disturbing to the donor community, which, 
more often than not. completely shuts off the flow of assis- 
tance until the situation is satisfactorily addressed. The sit- 
uation in the Palestinian territories has not reached that 
point yet. but unless the PNA moves firmly to stamp out 
corruption, bribery and misuse of funds, no matter the vol- 
ume of funds involved, it may have to answer tough ques- 
tions from the donors. 

The most salient point in international aid to the 
Palestinians is that everything that the recipients do is 
under close scrutiny from every quarter, not necessarily 
because of suspicions but because of the importance the 
world attaches to the emergence of an efficient and suc- 
cessful Palestinian state administration that could, at some 
point, shoulder rhe heavy responsibilities of running an 
independent entity with all that it entails. As such, it is as 
important for the Palestinians to streamline their adminis- 
trative and financial affairs as to insist on Israeli respect 
for their political and territorial rights. 
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Dumping Boutros Ghali is bad business for America 


Bv A.M. Rosenthal 


NEW YORK — For a coun- 
try' as for a business, to take 
a major gamble with no sign 
of gain and a plain warning 
of loss is gross mismanage- 
ment — squandering assets 
for no reason other than to 
save management ego. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion took such a gamble 
with its decision not only to 
dump Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali but also to 
subject him and the United 
Nations' majority that sup- 
ports him to two things that 
linger a long time, insult 
and humiliation. 

The bill for the first 
installment of the price was 
presented when for the only- 
time in the half-century his- 
tory of the United Nations 
the United States was itself 
dumped — from the impor- 
tant panel of financial 
experts of the U.N. bud- 


getary- committee. 

One reason was that the 
United States is the champi- 
on U.N. debtor — $1.4 bil- 
lion in arrears, a year's bud- 
get for the whole organisa- 
tion. 

U.S. deadbeating has been 
going on for years, but 
Washington was allowed to 
keep rhat seat. This time the 
vote reflected the anger of 
most U.N. members at the 
decision to mug the secre- 
tary-general. 

The only way to rescue 
American policy is for the 
president to listen to impor- 
tant allies and the major 
American organisations that 
are pleading with him to 
recognise a mistake while 
there is time — days or 
weeks. 

The administration turned 
against Dr. Ghali because it 
worried that Bob Dole 
might win votes with his 
campaign against the United 


Nations. Mr. Dole singled 
out Dr. Ghali. mocked him 
and pictured him as a world 
commander ordering 
American troops into com- 
bat. 

No secretary-general can 
send any troops into action. 
That is the decision of the 
members. For decades, 
troops of U.N. members 
supported actions that the 
United States considered in 
its vital interests, from 
Korea to the Gulf, Bosnia 
and Haiti. 

Instead of focusing on that 
truth. Washington sacrificed 
Dr. Ghali. In June, six 
months before a U.N. vote 
could take place and with- 
out international consulta- 
tion. it announced that it 
would veto his reelection. 
Only the Soviet Union has 
ever used the veto to block 
reelection of a secretary- 
general — in 1950 against 
Trygye Lie of Norway, and 


to American contempt. 

More than any other sec- 
retary-general, Dr. Ghali 
moves easily among the 
U.N. cultures. As an 
Egyptian, he considers him- 
self a Middle Easterner and 
an African. He draws from 
Islam, his own Christianity, 
his wife's Jewish origin and 
his attachment to Western 
culture. 

As a.top diplomat, he took 
part in historic Arab-Israeli 
events, including President 
Anwar Sadat’s visit to 
Jerusalem and the Camp 
David talks. He has tried 
more than any of his prede- 
cessors to reform the U.N. 
administration. 

A secretary-general heads 
the U.N. staff, serves all 
nations, but has the right to 
present major issues to the 
United Nations on his own. 
His duties are political as 
well as administrative. 

Dr. Ghali has critics. 


Friends of Tibetan freedom, 
like myself, object deeply to 
his refusal to allow Tibetan 
representatives to enter the 
U.N. headquarters, because 
of China’s hostility. Others 
resent his refusal to become 
a docile camp follower in 
Bosnia, of the West or the 
combatants. 

But only Dag 
Hammarskjold of Sweden 
earned as much respect as 
this secretary-general. 

In America letters of 
embracing support for Dr. 
Ghali have gone to Bill 
Clinton from the National 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, the office repre- 
senting Anglican churches 
in 164 nations, the National 
Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S. and the 
Coptic Orthodox Churches. 

Abroad, leaders of 
Western, Middle Eastern 
and Latin American coun- 
tries have written to Dr. 


Ghali 


urging compromise 
— Germany. France, 
Canada. Egypt, Honduras 
and others. As I wrote this 
column, a letter about the 
secretary-general arrived 
unexpectedly from Teddy 
Kollek. former mayor of 
Jerusalem, saying he knew 
nobody better for the job. 

The acceptable solution 
would be to extend him for 
two more years instead of£ 
the usual five. That would 
give him time to finish the 
reform work he has started 


and to ease the anger of the 


U.N. majority. 

Most important, agree- 
ment by Mr. Clinton would 
show that America has not 
—taken leave of common 
sense, self-interest -or a 
. decent respect for the right 
and opinions of friends. 
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Parliament, faced with challenging tasks, should work in earnest 


ttitikdl hroih that 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies in the 
past week tackled corrup- 
tion. Parliament and the 
elections law. among dif- 
ferent domestic issues, and 
discussed the Palestinian 
que-lion and ihe U.S. battle 
against the U.N. secretary 
general. 

Mohammad Subeihi. a 
writer for Al Dustour. criti- 
cised the way rhe govern- 
ment is handling corruption 
cases, saying that nothing is 
revealed to the public 
except that the government 
is going ahead with plans to 
uproot corruption. 

The government could 
indeed be taking measures 
10 deal with corruption, bui 
so far the public has heard 
notiiing about these mea- 
sures although people are 
yearning to leam about 
progress achieved in this 
matter and the corrupt peo- 
ple who should be exposed 
and punished to serv e as a 
lesson for others, said the 
writer. 

Rumours are rampant lhal 
the government is cracking 
down on small employees 
and small merchants who 
have been involved in cor- 
ruption cases, but nothing 
is being done against those 
who mastermind corrup- 
tion. said the writer. 

He ^id the public has the 
right to know the facts and 
the results of the investiga- 
tions. 

Sultan Hattab discussed 
the same topic, saying that 
the public can no more tol- 
erate acts by corrupt peo- 
ple. especially those in offi- 
cial positions. 

So much dirt has been 
swept under the carpet, 
with the result that a large 
heap of garbage has accu- 
mulated. and the lime has 
come for clearing away the 
rubbish, said the writer. 

It is a battle against cor- 
ruption and the corrupt 
people, but the government 


should wage this battle 
wiih wisdom and tactful- 
ness so that the actual cor- 
rupt people receive retribu- 
tion and no adverse results 
emerge from such a bailie. 

The w-ritcr said that the 
battle against corruption 
has been delayed for so 
long and the time has come 
for the culprits and the cor- 
rupt to face penalties and 
prosecution. 

Hussein Abu Rumman, a 
writer for Al Ra'i. tackled 
the task awaiting the final 
session of the 12th parlia- 
ment. saying lhal the agen- 
da abounds with so much 
work that the country can- 
not tolerate any waste of 
time. 

The session is limited in 
its duration, said the writer 
who stressed that any waste 
of time on lengthy speeches 
and rhetoric can achieve 
nothing and will only delay 
the endorsement of draft 

laws. 

The deputies should 
realise that they have a seri- 
ous responsibility at hand 
and ought to act according- 
ly: they should also realise 
that democracy means 
accepting the voice of the 
majority, with respect to the 
views of the minority. 

He said the sessions of 
the 12th parliament arc fac- 
ing challenges represented 
in the big number of draft 
laws on the agenda and the 
need to deal with issues of 
national interest. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
criticised the “quota" sys- 
tem in parliament, specifi- 
cally stressing that women 
should not be offered pref- 
erential treatment. 

The idea of giving 
women a quota in parlia- 
ment is obsolete and does 
not reflect fair representa- 
tion of the public, said 
Mohammad Daoud. 

Women, like men. should 
have equal opportunity in 
running as candidates for 
parliament and the voters 
should have freedom to 


the best 
for the 


men 

job. 


or 

he 


choose 
women 
added. 

Referring to the quota 
seats given to the Christian 
and Circassian minorities, 
the writer said that this sys- 
tem is being phased our and 
should no more exist. 

The writer said if u 
woman is worthy of public 
trust, she will be elected to 
parliament if she decides to 
run. Deputies, whether men 
or women, represent the 
whole population and not a 
specific district and there- 
fore. he added, the quota 
system should disapjxrar 
and give way to fair and 
free representation. 

Hamadch Faraanch. 
another writer for Al 
Dustour. commented on 
Information Minster 

Marwan Muasher's recent 
remarks that the govern- 
ment is determined to 
retain the unc-pcrsnn. one- 
vote system in the general 
elections, saying that while 
Jordanians accept the sys- 
tem. they also demand that 
certain amendments Lie 
introduced to ensure fair- 
ness. 

It is not reasonable to 
have equal number of seats 
in parliament for the repre- 
sentation of districts of 
lO.tjOO and 50,000 people, 
he said, adding that people 
wilj be more willing to go 
ro the polls and take part in 
the genera! elections if the 
elements of fairness ;ind 
justice are respected. 

The writer said that each 
of the 12 electorate districts 
could have a minimum 
number of seats, say three, 
as u rule, and additional 
seats in accordance with 
die size of the electorate in 
u particular district. 

Yousef Abdullah 

Mahmoud, a writer for Al 
Ra'i. attacked u decision by 
an Israeli court allowing 
(he Israeli authorities the 
right to torture Arab 
detainees in the course of 
their interrogation. 


The writer said physical 
torture to force detainees to 
confess is an act that vio- 
lates all international rules 
and human rights. There is 
no doubt that such methods 
arc bound to result in the 
detainees giving, more 
often than not. misleading 
information about their 
resistance colleagues and 
their leaders, added the 
writer. 

He said such action is 
inhuman and has been con- 
demned by all human rights 
groups, even those operat- 
ing in Israel itself, because 
torture could also be prac- 
tised against innocent 
detainees. 

The writer said lhal tor- 
turing of human beings 
contravenes all religious 
teachings and human prin- 
ciples. 

Writing under the title 
"The Palestine state is com- 
ing". Sultan Hattab said 
that the Palestinians should 
not despair but maintain the 
struggle for freedom 
despite intensified Israeli 
atrocities against them. 

The Palestinians have 
waged a hard struggle to 
regain * their rights and 
ensure their freedom while 
the occupation authorities 
have been obstructing their 
path. 

He said that despite 
repression, the occupation 
forces cannot prevent the 
Palestinians from achieving 
their national objectives.. 

Now that the Palestinians, 
through their presence on 
Palestinian land, have suc- 
ceeded in wresting part of 
their rights, nothing should 
deter diem from pursuing 
die struggle to attain ail 
their rights in full, but more 
sacrifices have to be made 
if they ate determined to 
continue building rhe inde- 
pendent Palestine state. 

Mahmoud Rirauwi. a 
writer for Al Ra'i. com- 
mented on Washington's 
objection to the United 
Nut ion.s's renewing the 


mandate of Boutros Ghali 
as secretary general of the 
world organisation. 

He said the U.S. is behav- 
ing as if the U.N. belongs to 
it and is trying to impose its 
will and views on all its 
members. 

By deliberately failing to 
pay its dues to the world 
organisation and by insist- 
ing on having its own hand- 
picked men to assume the 
position of secretary gener- 
al, Washington is trying to 
further prove that it controls 
the destiny of this organisa- 
tion and wishes to trans- 


form it into an American 
department that carries out 
orders from the White 
House. ti( 

Washington now stands 
against the whole world, 
regarding renewing Mr. 
Ghali "s mandate, although, 
said the writer. Mr. Ghali 
never stood against 
America's desires at the 
Security Council. 

The writer said that the 
U.S.'s attitude is clearly 
directed not against Mr. 
Ghali but rather against the 
whole world community. 
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LETTERS 


Taking the lead 


To the Editor: 


VjAS pleasantly surprised to read the terrific words of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor's speech to the World Food 
Summit in Rome: "Empowering women, rural commu- 
nities can be instrumental in responding to some major 
e ° bal chalIen ges" (Jordan Times. Nov. 

to, ivyqj. 
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Mars 


source of life on Earth? 


***&£■ NASA'S SENSATION- 

t0 ' lc AL announcement of evi- 
nn _ Jun tinu ./ dence for Martian micro- 
r ,,V Jri ^li C - fossils signals a dramatic 
Jj°k a k U-tum in scientific opin- 
; ■ ■ Jon about the Red Planet. 

Twenty years ago scien- 
tists bad all but written off 
Mars as an abode for life 


ose 
he 

*>inn 

IrT mi * 

] off ^ Ilf ‘ ! v following the Viking Lan- 
l> adtire v ,"*« der missions. - Samples of 
has n.,i \ Martian topsoil scooped 
• the Viking craft 
to show any con- 
vincing signs of organic 
activity. Moreover, the 
surface temperature and 
atmospheric pressure 
aimed out to be dismally 
low. In short. Mars looked 
to be a sterile, forbidding 
planet. 

Now scientists are ques- 
tioning this negative con- 
clusion. Even "before the 
recent announcement, 
sentiment was shifting. 
Several Mars experts 
have for some time been 
expressing cautious opti- 
. mism that Mars may once 
fl Af*iAi have harboured ’ life. 

Some have even gone so 
for as ro suggest that Mar- 
tian microbes may still 
survive today, deep 
beneath the surface. 

One reason for this 
change of heart was the 
discovery of life in some 
unusual places on Earth. 
In the late 1970s biolo- 
gists were astonished to 
find organisms living on 
the ocean floor, several 
kilometres down, in the 
super-heated water close 
to hot volcanic vents. 
Here there is no sun-light, 
and the temperatures can 
be well above 100 
degrees Celsius. The flu- 
ids erupting from the 
vents are richly laced with 
sulphurous and other 
chemicals that would kilt 
most familiar organisms 
, in pretty short order. Yet 

, e . there' are microbes-^ — . 
'dt-uiwts . thermophiles — that posi- 
M.rvvm»-. • fively thrive under these 
extreme conditions. >m» 
Thermophiles are inde- 
pendent of the food and 
energy chain that sustains 
surface life. Instead, they 
make a living from the 
hot chemical broth that 
vomits from the vents. 
This prolific source of 
energy supports an entire 
ecology that includes 
crabs' and rube-worms 
several metres long. 

The deep-ocean ther- . 
raophiles, together with 
their microbial cousins 
living in the boiling gey- 
sers of Yellow-stone 
National Park, are no evo- 
lutionary quirks. .Indeed, 
there could be thousands 
of different species of 
these microbes. They are 
1 so weird that they form a 
separate kingdom of life 
in their own right, called 


neton 

the 

2 rcne 1 * 
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archaea. Many biologists 
think the archaea closely 
resemble the Earth's ear- 
liest living organisms. 

Bur this is nut all. Deep 
.drilling projects in the 
ocean floor, and also 
beneath the continents, 
have revealed traces of 
microbes in the crust of 
the Earth itself. Evidence 
is accumulating of an 
entire underworld of 
exotic life-forms, with 
microbes teeming in the 
hot rocks beneath our 
very feet. 

The importance of this 
discovery for Mars is that 
similar conditions are 
likely to have prevailed 
beneath the Martian sur- 
face too during its 4.5-bil- 
lion-year history. Pho- 
tographs show " ancient 
river systems on Mars, 
including huge canyons 
and deltas cut" by running 
water. Geologists suspect 
that massive "flash floods 
were caused by volcanoes 
melting underground ice 
deposits. The" combina- 
tion of volcanic activity 
and water could have cre- 
ated a perfect environ- 
ment for Martian ther- 
mophiles. 


“Photographs 
show ancient river 
systems on Mars , 
including huge 
canyons and deltas 
cut by running 
water. Geologists 
suspect that mas- 
sive flash floods 
were caused by 
volcanoes melting 
underground ice 
deposits.” 


However, suitable con- 
ditions are one thing, the 
actual emergence of life 
quite another. Biologists 
still have scam idea now 
life originated. Darwin 
suggested it started in a 
“warm little pond” on the 
Earth’s surface. The 
favoured theory is that 
chemical selfroiganisa- 
tion occurred in a soup of 
organic compounds, cre- 
ating molecules of greater 
and" greater complexity, 
until the first truly self- 
replicating molecule was 
produced." 

The trouble is, nobody 
knows how long this pre- 
biotic phase fasted, or 
whether the first organism 
formed on the Earth’s sur- 


The Red planet's mystery: Earth and Mars may well have cross-fertilised each other 


face, in the hot under- 
world, or somewhere else 
entirely. Also, scientists 
are sharply divided over 
whether the formation of 
life was a completely 
freak occurrence, unique 
in the universe, or a more 
or less inevitable result 
given the right conditions. 

Curiously" even if life 
on Earth is a squillion-ro- 
one freak occurrence, we 
cannot rulfc out life on 
Mars. Over the last 
decade or so. geologists 
have become convinced 
that a handful of mete- 


orites found on Earth 
originated on the planet 
Mars. In fact, a fragment 
of one such Martian mete- 
orite has been in the pos- 
session of the University 
of Adelaide for years. The 
meteorite in the news, 
containing possible 
micro-fossils, was recov- 
ered in 19S6 from the 
Antarctic ice sheet. 

It may seem baffling 
that chunks of Mars are 
found right here on Earth. 
How do they get here? 
The answer is simple. 
Every few million years 


Mars gets slammed by an 
asteroid or comet with 
enough force to blast 
rocks into space. You can 
see the craters clearly in 
satellite photos, pepper- 
ing the Martian land- 
scape. Over the aeons the 
ejected fragments become 
strewn around the solar 
system. Some inevitably 
get swept up by other 
planers as they orbit the 
Sun. It has been estimated 
that 500 kilogrammes of 
Martian material strike.** 
the Earth every year. The 
same process is bound to 


happen in reverse: big 
impacts with Earth eject 
debris into space, some of 
which will reach Mars. So 
it seems as if rocky mare- 
rial is continually being 
exchanged between the 
planets. 

During the first billion 
years of their 4.5-biiI ion- 
year history, the planets 
would have* been subject- 
ed to a much more intense 
cosmic bombardment. 
Rocks and boulders must 
have travelled in profu- 
sion between Earth and 
Mars. 


The significance of this 
discovery for life on Mars 
is obvious. If Earth's 
rocks harbour micro- 
organisms, then materia] 
displaced into space by 
impacts could convey live 
microbes to the Red Plan- 
et. whereupon they may 
emerge and colonise their 
new home. Cocooned 
within a rock, a microbe 
would - be shielded from 
the ultra-violet and cos- 
mic radiation of outer 
space. In spore-like form, 
it might remain viable 
almost indefinitely. To 


reach Mars alive, 
microbes must sur- 
vive their projec- 
tion from Earth 
and the heat and 
shock of entry into 
the Martian atmos- 
phere. Mathemati- 
cal modelling by 
Jay Mellosh of the 
University of Ari- 
zona suggests that 
considerable quan- 
tities of rocks 
ejected by a major 
impact would in 
fact remain rela- 
tively unscathed. 
Moreover, a rea- 
sonable fraction of 
rocks that strike 
the Martian atmos- 
phere at a glancing 
angle would slow 
and explode, 
spilling their 
microbial cargo 
gently to the 
ground. Today, any 
space-faring ' bugs 
would encounter 
harsh and probably 
lethal conditions 
on Mars. But in the 
past, when condi- 
tions were more 
favourable. they 
might have felt 
very much at. 
home. 

My conclusion, 
first presented at a 
series of lectures in 
Italy in 1993. and 
described in my 
book “Are • We 
Alone?”, is that 
Earth and Mars 
may well have 
cross-fertilised 
each other. During 
the first billion 
years, when micro- 
bial life began to 
establish itself on 
Earth, this inter- 
planetary contami- 
nation might have 
been very com- 
mon. 

The new evi- - . 
dence presented by 
NASA strongly 
supports this theo- 
ry. If a fossil 
microbe can reach 
Earth from Mars, it 
is likely that a live 
microbe can do so 
too. If so, it would 
be hard to tell 
whether life originated on 
Earth or Mars, or on both 
independently. It may 
turn out that Mars was the 
more favourable location. 

In which case we would 
all be descended from 
Martians. 


Paul Davies is Professor 
of Natural Philosophy at 
the University of Ade- 
laide, and is currently 
writing a book about life 
on Mars. This article is 
reprinted from the 
?ser\‘er. 
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TEHRAN — As her father 
pushes her berween ten 
lanes of traffic on a road 
designed for six, the small 
girl in the wheelbarrow is 
choking on some of the 
worst air in Asia: that of 
Tehran, which has grown in 
50 years from 300,000 peo- 
ple to 7.5m. Concentrations 
of nasty gases are recorded 
at 20 times the level that the 
World Health Organisation 
says is acceptable. And 
since Tehran sits in a bowl 
of hills, the dirty air just sits 
on Tehran. 

Cars contribute nearly 
three-quarters of the pollu- 
tion. Thanks to the Ameri- 
can planners and engineers 
who worked with the shah, 
Tehran is one of the most 
car-dependent cities outside 
the United States. The 
Islamic revolution has 
blown away the ideology of 
the Great Satan, but not its 
smog. Little has been done 
to cope with Tehran's con- 
tinued growth. 

There are well over lm 
private cars in the city, 
about half of them Paykans, 
a local version of Britain's 
long-vanished Hillman 
Hunter, little modified in 
the past 30 years. Import 
restraints and the uncertain 
political climate let few 
newer models enter the 


sits in dirty air 


country. Efforts at local 
assembly by Peugeot and 
some other foreign makers 
are still pretty small. 

The Paykan bums fuel 
enthusiastically and puffs 
out dirt. To its owner, nei- 
ther matters: even after a 30 
per cent rise this year, 
petrol is still subsidised 
down to the equivalent of 
16 cents a gallon. less than 
the production cost. So why 
switch off or get the engine 
tuned? 

Yet attirudes are slowly 
changing: the Tehran press 
increasingly features con- 
cern about the effect ot air- 
pollution on children’s 
health. Officialdom, offi- 
cially. sees its reduction as 
a priority. In practice, insti- 
tutional in-fighting, short- 
age of finance, and the sub- 
sidy system have so far 
stopped anything much 
being done. 

Last year. Tehran's ener- 
getic mayor, Gholam Hos- 
sein Karbaschi. pushed 
through a programme that 
convened 5.000 of the 
ciiv’s 22,000 public taxis to 
liquefied petroleum gas. 
less pollutins than petrol or 
diesel. But The 40.000 pri- 
vate taxis, almost all of 
them Paykans. plying an 
unregulated (and very use- 
ful) trade, are not subject to 

the programme. 

A scheme to convert the 


city's overworked fleet of 
buses to compressed natur- 
al gas, another less pollut- 
ing fuel, is at last about to 
begin. In June. Iran's par- 
liament signed the global 
framework convention on 
climatic change, and envi- 
ronmental funds adminis- 
tered by the World Bank 
will become available. 

Meanwhile, a body called 
the Air Quality Control 
Company, attached ro the 
municipality, has got $2m 
from the Japanese to coor- 
dinate some son of master 
plan, it will also spend 
around $4m l half of it from 
the World Bank money) oil 
an emission-reduction pro- 
ject. Rcpons front both 
schemes emphasise the 
need for better public trans- 
port and restrictions on pri- 
vate cars. 

Neither, however, is like- 
ly. There is little money for 
public transport. And 
restrictions on car-owners 
run into various forms of 
bloody-mindedness. When 
the mayor installed parking 
meters throughout the city, 
the traffic police, who come 
under the interior ministry, 
refused to monitor them, 
because ministry and 
municipality eouJU not 
agree on who .shuuld collect 
the takings and the fines. 
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Inter- Arab cooperation given new dimension 
at Cairo summit, Jordanian officials say 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Among the 
main conceptual achieve- 
ments of the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic conference held 
in Cairo this month was 
strengthening moves 
towards inter- Arab eco- 
nomic ties but the idea 
needs to be bolstered more, 
according to Jordanian offi- 
cials who attended the 
meeting. 

At the same time, increas- 
ing inter-Arab trade, which 
accounts for less than seven 
per cent of all trade involv- 
ing Arab countries, is diffi- 
cult simply because the 
Arab World does not have 
what most Arab countries 
want, they said. 

Jordan presented itself 
well at the conference in 
terms of its economic 
course and the investment 
climate in the Kingdom and 
it now hopes to see resul- 
tant moves materialising 
into foreign capital but it is 
a process that would take 
time, they said. 


Taleb Rifai, head of the 
Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration (IPQ. and Yousef 
Mansour of the Ministry of 
Planning were addressing a 
media forum organised by 
the United Slate Informa- 
tion Agency (USIA) at the 
American centre on 
Wednesday. The forum was 
also addressed by George 
Hismeh of the USIA. Apkar 
Hagopian of the USIA 
moderated the discussions. 

A key idea til at emerged 
from the forum was that the 
Cairo conference had sent a 
strong message to Israel 
that it could not hope to 
integrate itself to the 
regional economic order 
along with the Arabs with- 
out meeting the political 
requirements for the suc- 
cess of the Middle East 
peace process. 

It was also made clear at 
the conference that regional 
economic cooperation does 
not simply mean the inte- 
gration of Israel into the 
region and that the focus 
was the rehabilitation of the 


region s economies in gen- 
eral. said Dr. Rifai. 


Dr. Rifai and Dr. Mansour 
said it would be illogical to 
ponder whether the confer- 
ence was a success or a fail- 
ure for anyone simply 
because there was no para- 
meter to arrive at such con- 
clusions. 

•“There is no balance sheet 
to figure out who got what 
out of the conference in fig- 
ures,” said Dr. Rifai, noting 
that contracts signed on the 
fringes of the gathering 
were not the immediate out- 
come of negotiations held 
there. 

“The agreements and 
deals signed in Cairo were 
in the pipeline for one year 
or even perhaps more but 
were brought together to 
give an additional focus to 
the conference." he said. 
“Such agreements could 
have been signed one 
month earlier or one month 
later." 

Apart from the regional 
countries attending the con- 
ference being able to pre- 
sent themselves as attrac- 
tive havens for investments 
and launching contacts 
among private sector busi- 


nessmen participants, the 
Cairo meeting terved as a 
forum to advance the quest 
for inter-Arab cooperation. 

“The conviction that the 
Arab region's economies 
need to be rehabilitated was 
given a new dimension in 
Cairo." said Dr. Rifai. Not-, 
ing that the concept itself 
was not new. he added that 
the conviction needs to be 
matured more. 

Perhaps the next confer- 
ence could produce better 
results, he added. 

According to Dr. Man- 
sour, increasing inter-Arab 
trade does not exactly pre- 
sent the right answer for 
bolstering inter-Arab eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

“The kind of (goods and 
services) that Arab coun- 
tries need is not simply 
available in other Arab 
countries " he noted, refer- 
ring to “advance technolo- 
gy and equipment which 
are mostly available in the 
West." 

Dr. Mansour also pointed 
out that the main line of 
inter-Arab trade was raw 
materials. 


Also pointed out during 
Wednesday's meeting was 
that Arab funds invested in 
non-Arab countries were 
estimated at $750 billion. 
Arguments were also heard 
that part of the funds could 
be repatriated if the Arab 
governments made the right 
moves but also that such 
moves were more political 
than economy-related. 

There was consensus that 
Egypt made the best out of 
the conference by virtue of 
its being the host and that 
the forum was rather well- 
organised and well-attend- ' 
ed. 


Mr. Hismeh, who attend- 
ed the first and second 
MENA conferences held in 
Casablanca and Amman in 
1994 and 1995 respectively, 
said one notable feature of 
the Cairo meeting was the 
high number of partici- 
pants. According to figures 
widely heard in Cairo, the 
conference was attended by 
1 .500 Arab and foreign 
businessmen in addition to 
500 from Egypt and 1.000 
plus official delegates rep- 
resenting governments and 
organisations as well as 
nearly 1 .000 media" repre- 
sentatives. 


Also cited at Wednesday's 
forum was an Egyptian 
assertion that its public and 
private sector were involved 
in deals worth S10 billion 
that were signed on the 
fringes of the meeting. 

But no Egyptian official 
or any other delegate or 
organisation, including the 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF) which organised the 
event, could provide details 
of the purported deals 
except for a $2 billion to S3 
billion gas supply agree- 
ment between Egypt and 
Turkey. 
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Palestinian official sees gross domestic 
product down 11 per cent in 1996 
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BEIRUT (R) — Palestinian 
real gross domestic prod- 
uct is expected to fall 1 1 per 
cent to about $1 .9 billion in 
1996 from $2,161 billion in 
1995 due to the closure 
imposed by Israel, a senior 
Palestinian official has said. 

Fouad Bseiso. head of the 
Palestine Monetary Author- 
ity (central bank ) said that 
according to IMF estimates 
real gross national product 
in the self-rule areas would 
fall even more sharply, by 
17 per cent to about $238 • 
billion from 52.869. billion 
in 1995. 

Dr. Bseiso told Reuters in 
an interview that unem- 
ployment, estimated at 60 
per cent in Gaza Strip and 
40 per cent in the West 
Bank, was threatening to 
cause a new explosion of 
violence. 

“We have an army of 
unemployed people in the 
Palestinian territories and 
the hardship has touched ■ 
the red line which no 
Palestinian- is readv to go 


beyond. Palestinians are 
growing impatient and 
threaten an explosion." he 
said. 

“The Israeli policies are 
choking the Palestinian 
economy and unless drastic 
changes are introduced the 
situation will explode, 
bringing down with it the 
achievements of the peace 
process,” Dr. Bseiso said. 

The closures imposed by 
Israel on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since 1994 had 
pulled down real per capita 
income of Palestinians by 
20 per cent in 1 996 to $600. 

Israel imposed a four- 
month closure earlier this 
year after militants carried 
out four suicide bombings 
in February and March that 
killed 59 people. The clo- 
sure has since been eased 
but tough restrictions 
remain. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said Wednes- 
day the autonomous Pales- 
tinian areas were losing S7 
million a dav because of 


the closure. 

The Palestinian banking 
sector ha? also suffered 
from the Israeli policy 
which restricted movement 
of staff and currency across 
the territories. 

“We are trying to con- 
vince the Bank of Israel to 
provide in coordination 
with security authorities 
some guarantees for freely 
continued banking activi- 
ties." Dr. Bseiso said. 

Out of 17. banks operat- 
ing in ihe self-rule areas;-; 
only four Palestinian. 
Three other local banks are 
expected to open in a few 
months, he said. 

In September 1996. the 
capitalisation of the bank- 
ing sector stood at S133.7 
million and total assets 
reached S2 billion, an 
increase of 44 per cent from 
SI. 4 billion in December 
1995. 

The increase came from 
heavy injection of Palestin- 
ian deposits into local 
banks immediately after 


THE Daily Crossword by Mary E. Brindamour 



ACROSS 
1 Mop 

S Actor Everett 
9 Monastery head 

14 Not taped 

15 — Chattertey 

16 Persona non — 

17 School: abbr. 

18 Gaelic 

19 Slugger Hank 

20 Rules 

22 Some literary 
works 

24 — moutonee 
(smooth 
bedrock) 

26 Cot 

27 Arab peasant 

30 Shuts 


Palestinians took control of 
the sector in December 
1995. 

Dr. Bseiso said the trade 
deficit would further widen 
at the end of 1996. In 1995. 
the Palestinian territories 
imported goods worth 
SI. 47 billion against 
exports of $304 million. 
Imports from Israel in 1995 
totalled $1.15 billion, up 37 
per cent from a year earli- 
er. 

■ “Israelis are handicap- 
ping our trade channels 
with the Arab countries 
and the rest of the world," 
be said. 

This left the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
with the difficult task of 
strengthening the produc- 
tive capacity of the local 
economy in the absence of 
a secured investment envi- 
ronment and with delays in 
donor countries fulfilling 
their pledges of aid. 

“We are providing the 
legal and institutional 
frameworks for such devel- 
opment through a flexible 
investment law and a 
newly -established invest- 
ment authority." Dr. Bseiso 
said. 
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Peanuts 


THIS IS 
k TERRIBLE ! 


I DON T KNOW WHICH 15 
WORSE, IDUR WRITING, YOUR ? 
TYPING OR YOUR SPELLING ! | 


we're All in this 

v TOGETHER.. > 
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33 Bridges 

34 Pack up 

mmm 

■ 

— 

■ 

a 

aa 



aaa 

Samoyed 

m 





aa 



mu 



38 Priestly 
vestment 

a 





as 



Hi 




39 Took to task 
42 Tchrs.* org. 

a 





mu 



a 





Andy Capp 


43 Page 

45 Asian country 

46 Middle-East 
princes 

48 Making a lawn 

50 Thaws 

51 Bus.org. 

52 Playgrounds 

54 More dilapidated 
58 Army mule and 
Navy goat 

62 Desert refuge 

63 Confess 

65 Exchange 
premium 

66 Proficiency 

67 Nap 

68 Dispatched 

69 Hirelings of old 

70 Visionary 

71 Golf items 
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DOWN 

1 Hit hard 

2 Drunkard 

3 Tel — 

4 Sills of opera 

5 Grasp tightly 

6 Rough 

7 Come-ons of a 


kind 

8 Colors 

9 Marbles 

10 Like some rugs 

1 1 Roseanne, once 

12 Indian 

13 Thrashes 
21 Highways 

23 Dwelling place 
25 Earth science 

27 Dieter’s target 

28 Fashion 
magazine 

29 Rounded parts 

31 Fellows 

32 — boom 

34 Bank transaction 

36 Movie idol. 
Richard 

37 Up 

40 Weather 

41 Legal papers 
44 John Paul II 
47 Like actors, at 

times 

49 Blouses 

50 Till 


could you ] 
> WELP-A* ■< 
out iivrrH A ^ 
SMALL LOAN, 

. NEVOJLfi?> 


I ILIE 


■ooaa oaaoa onag 
tana a Knnoao noon 

gam ■■■■ 

Mmuncrn 

HH O paaB HiBJg 
PiD B ^UQ HEEQ QB 
□ULJIJQ fluuu DOES 
□gg riMra iTUHMu nuLTff 
I m ci uuu an rang 

BHBBDEi mrma rain 
QDDQQ n r.mmpm 

□qqo Doom mama 
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53 Soap plant 

54 Legendary birds 

55 River to the 
Rhine 

56 Despot 


57 Speaks ill of 
59 S-shaped curve 
6Q Prong 
61 Tipplers 
64 Contend 
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^HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 23, 1996 




By Thomas S. Pierson, . 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to Jiff* ' 

April 19) Be sure to 
adhere to good friends ‘ tfi 

today who are loyal to you ifl^rr ji lH> 
and seek their advice for £ 

your career activities. If jPak 

your desires do not come ^ t ’ >l 

to fruition, don’t be disap- ^ni 111 " 
pearecL since they will j [he 

develop in the days ahead. >i. L i oil .a 
TAURUS: (April 20 to m 

May 20) Be more objec- l n . 0[ ianoiV; 

live today if you ^ . T LVntrai 

encounter difficulties in po> ,u . ,l B. 1 
the business world which h’N* 

must be dealt with imme- jjiiW. " ; ha'i 
diately. Perhaps you can '. ro p fu , ' s[l vk 
earn an added income, ‘ c n^ r 

through your efforts on ‘ 4 n 0 [ 

some new project with the g 

assistance of a bigwig. - I 

GEMINI: (May 21 to'*', i AF M * -j. 

June 21) Try not to take ^ ior j 

on any new commitments u "l \ 

today, however be sure to ■■ jjti.ir- ,n ^‘ 
carry through with any ' 

promises you have made, J,i,| JiiU r '; 
especially to those in : y,n >jiJ 
authority. Later this ' L 'i ur - 

evening you can relax ' j e r i ' ll,r . 
with your loved ones. - ^ UijCu dunng 

MOON CHILDREN: ^ J..-K u' <r- 

(June 22 to July 21) Study ji nJUMl 

the promises you have v.sih the 

made today and keqj 4 .M ».'.)« >0 

them to best of your abfli- ' 
ty. so that your reputation • ^ . |a j j\F.M -ii.ire 

will remain untarnished. : 't\ ha-eJ r*n 

Later this evening you can ;0 T run j c , v 
go out on the town with ^7 ^* ,| "b< 

close friends for an enjoy- c ^ , ,V > p. -mts 

able time. • J', ir. -iv. the 

LEO: (July 22 ro August ol 

21) Strange situations ' * ' 

arise today which will ' !,v,ni ' . . ( 

give you the opportunity -"?•% ‘‘‘M ,' r ' H 
to find out just where you £ . ,| _ 

stand in public. Later tins • 1 ‘‘ ';•*.» 

evening you can meet ‘ r_ 

with fellow associates and ,'i' 

make the effort to com- * uiin '■ N I'l; 1 -'’ >n 
plete a new project , ' v ; i r . t ’ 1 , 

VIRGO: (August 22 ro i 
September 22) You may jn 'J :r ' u ''“ nce 
find it a little hard to get -.wili 
tasks done today, however ^ ! r.u : es 

(persevere - and you-'-wfll^ <ii comnuT. iai 

Still accomplish;'. a goodi sjrdlinanciai T'ii- 

_dBal and gaiiLthe . respect 

of a bigwig. Later this y 

evening get out to recre- I ST*9i 

ations which your loved 1 w 

ones will enjoy. ’ 

LIBRA: (September 23 fivicf f 
to October 22) Get into 111 ol lii 
amusements today which 
are not too expensive and Htf . R « — The 
you can enjoy them more kiii irjJe e\hibi- 
than you usually do and ji ttJ jj he 

thereby make the days , B Amman next 
ahead more enjoyable. iW;, ^ N;! . on , T 
Later this evening you can * vl huM,.^s 
got to recreations with „,, r . ’ . ‘ . . 

dose friends. JK. 


jid ir.ulwes 

<ii com mere sal 
sAllinancial T*ti- 


Israi 
first tr; 


*S 'R' - The 
feii irjiie exhsbi- 
ji J-.'rd^n uiii be 
.* Amman next 
- •JiSf'iii ^ irons 
-Kf'l IMNIkSn llv *>- 


feVFfc IV IWIVHUtrtlO VV1U1 III -r . . ■ « 

close friends. 

SCORPIO: (Oaober 23 * ^ r ,! l " IJIe : 

tn Nnvpmlwr 911 W M -*41i.r,jni^rN said 


to November 21) See 
what can be done today to 
make life more harmo- 
nious at home and thereby 
your loved Ones will feel 
more at peace than they 
were before. If a house 
guest is complaining this 
evening, take it in stride to 
eliminate any difficulties. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Odd situations 
may arise today with reg- 
ular outside allies, howev- 
er keep cool and gain their 
respect, which will be 
important in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
plan some recreational 
activities with your loved 
ones. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 


f »ur-dav 


--- — — AVI* ■ "UIIJI . I . 

had better study further ■> Wu. ,_ lc n will 

inHou 1 ^ rin.l 


today before you make 
changes you have in 
mind, before you proceed. 
Listen to experts concern- 
ing your career activities 
and make the effort to fol- 
low their advice to the let- 
ter. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You are 
not sure today just how to 
gain you intimate aims , so 
make a plan of action 
which will gain you much 
success. Think more 
dearly and then use more 
caution, so that you don't 
make any errors in judg- 
ment. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Listen to what 
your mate wants of you 
today and don't to take the 
lead or you could find that 
there are obstacles in your 
path. Show more thought 
and kindness towards 


3 ^, 15 y nd dis- 
^ r «Jlnui ^" an p e Of 



and kindness towards 
your loved ones and there- ^ 
by maintain harmony J ]> 


Birthstone of Novem- 
ber: Topaz — Tiger's 
Eye. 




- — ' 
















Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 23, 1996 




by 17.31 % 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


share prices decline 
since December 1995 


19> ^ l\ 

■ to V AMMAN — Share 
Mjo^i ft prices dipped by half a 
«fc percentage point last 

-areer ' week at the Jordanian 
esj re « ■ stock market amid con- 
ion Hr. ■ ^ rinuine uncertainty over 
Israeli-Palestinian neeo- 
P in Ih ^ ■’ tiarions over Israeli reBe- 
Ug. ployment in a key West 


today c ^ 
in 

•mes*. Wr 3 • 


US- -'4 ‘ pioymcriH ui a scy west 
Oj 'r, **W y Bank town, 
tod e nkl »fc(fr Brokers said the mar- 
ie ri •• ket remained on a 
in depression over the 

=. ri , « Hebron negotiations 

'° eaJ Uiu.j despite positive Central 
p erhaps ^ Bank of Jordan (CBJj 
n a dde<j moves aimed at freeing 
[ - Vour cff3 ried-down funds that 
- w pix*jccT J' could enter the stock 
market. 

, 1: %V f \ The weekly report of 
') Trv wJ. " ihp Amman Fin.mf'inl 


'owever^ 

- 10 W- 

* ur, 

« * 
Jr loved uni ' 

:i?SfS!5 


Oua\' Q-j . v _ 

best ofv !* dinars compared with the 
at previous week’s 480,000 

K f a ^ dinars. 

The official AFM share 
)n thef '^ pri ce index based on 60 
*nriifJ* 5: major companies closed 
, 1 ,wa “»" for the week at 146.76 
"i„ . points, down 0.85 points 

■ ~ 10 or 0.58 per cent, from the 
= e week's opening of 
h > ‘tot 147.61 poifi/T 
, . °PP ( nr, Industrials accounted 
J f° r 2-02 million dinars of 

pubic. U»y the weekiy volume, fol- 
y:*u can e lowed by commercial 
,u J 5 *®: banks and financial insti- 
: effnii in j tutions with 0.78 million 
:W pmjw. dinars, services sector 
•Aujwl: shares with 320,000 
r 21) You: dinars and insurance 
little hank stocks with 5,400 dinars, 
s today, tar Sectoral indices 

and vo*:. ishowed • • •commercial 
mplisb a.:! hanks and -financial insti- 

aain.therE. laJ. 

wig. Later: -y to ! 

et nut w e 1 WT*£ftf 

lichyourk. M.&M. €*% 

?njov. 

iW first tr: 

irs today sfc 

)etpen.wt AMMAN (R) — The 
ijov theme first Israeli trade exhibi- 
usuallydo: bon in Jordan will be 
lake ite t. held in Amman next 
}re fnjwzi month despite a strong 
rvennf.wc climate of business hos- 
creatiiTas £ tility over commercial 
is , des with the Jewish state, 
>• (Ocwte- ? Jordanian organisers said 
,be r 21 1 *' Pnday- 

= done radar “ff we stay reserved 
moit h® tad they stay reserved... 
^ andittf until when will this situ- 
pnC j«ac ation last?” Fakhri A1 
daa fc Nasser, general manager 
t jf 3 to of Jordanian 

-plaoimt International and Nation- 
A 81 ^P 0 Corporation, the 
, vd iffic* orgamser ot the exhibi- 
don, told Reuters. 
rimDBtf Mr. Nasser said more 


the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) said 
turnover for the week 
ending Thursday was 3. 1 
million dinars compared 
with the previous week's 
2.4 million dinars. 

The report said 3.6 mil- 
lion shares changed 
bands under 1,905 con- 
tracts concluded during 
the week with daily aver- 
age trading at 6i0,000 
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tutions losing 0.25 per 
cent, insurance slock 0.2 
per cent, services sector 
firms 1.13 per cent and 
industrials 0.96 per cent. 

Slocks of 80 companies 
were involved in the 
week’s trading, with 19 
of iheni closing with 
gains. 54 losing and 
seven remaining 

unchanged, the AFM 
report said. 

Pearl Consulting, a pri- 
vate sector firm" which 
maintains its own market 
indicators, said overall 
share prices had dipped 
by 1. 1 3 per cent last 
v.eek and the drop since 
Dec. 31, 1995 was 17.31 
per cent. 

According to Pearl 
indices. " commercial 
banks and financial insti- 
tutions dipped last week 
by 0.16 per cent, insur- 
ance stocks by 1.63 per 
cent, services sector 
shares by 0.73 per cent 
and industrials by 1.99 
per cent. 

A further sectoral split 
by Pearl showed mat 
commercial banks 
dipped by 0.37 per cent, 
investment houses by 
1.5S per cent, specialised 
banks by 1.78 per cent 
and Islamic banks by 

I . 98 per cent. 

In the services sector. 
Pearl said, energy firms 
lost 1.32 per* cent, 
tourism companies artd 
hotels by 1.32 per cent, 
transport companies by 
0.1 per cent, investment 
firms and real estate 
companies by 0.43 per 
cent and firms in the edu- 
cation sector and others 
by 1.39 percent. 

Among industrials, 
mining firms slipped by 

J. 67 per cent, chemical 
and petroleum compa- 
nies by 1.28 per cent, 
pharmaceuticals by 4.01 
per cent, engineering 
companies by *3.03 per 


cent and packing compa- 
nies by 0.43 per cent. 
According to Pearl, con- 
struction firms gained 
U. 1 9 per cent and textiles 
by 0.05 per cent. Com- 
panies in the supply and 
consumption sector also 
gained 0.15 per cent. 

AFM dealers, speaking 
on condition of anonymi- 
ty under standing guide- 
lines, said the market 
was expecting an 
improvement in prices 
and volume of trading 
after the Central Bank 
adopted a series of mea- 
sures aimed at freeing 
tied-down capital. 

“But the continuing 
uncertainty over the fate 
of agreements reached 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians is depress- 
ing die market," said one 
dealer, referring to the 
deadlock in Isradi-Pales- 
tinian negotiations over 
Israeli redeployment in 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

The depression came 
despite new Central 
Bank measures that 
included reducing 

mandatory reserves of 
commercial banks in for- 
eign currency at the Cen- 
tral Bank front 35 to 14 
per cent of Lheir foreign 
currency deposits and 
allowing unrestricted 
bank accounts in foreign 
currency for both Jorda- 
nians and foreigners. 

The Central Bank also 
allowed banks to lend in 
foreign currency to each 
other. reversing a 
decades-old policy. 

AFM dealers expected 
commercial banks to be 
able to punip in more 
money into the stock 
market and also to 
extend more credit to 
individuals who invest in 
the bourse. 


Israeli firms to hold 
first trade fair in Jordan 


non, told Keuters. 

Mr. Nasser said more 
Tj gnu* than 80 Israeli compa- 
flies had already booked 
' ,jL hi** a total of between 1 .500- 
2,000 square metres of 
• j. "tt-a * display space in the exhi- 
J: £ bition hall of the Jordan 


; ^ pi* Export Promotion Fair. 

More than 250 Israeli 
, vffljr k businessmen are expect- 
n ' ed to attend the four-day 
iDtofi exhibition which will 
iarv W start on D® 0 - 15 and dis- 
‘ Play a wide range of 

vitf ^ Israeli output, including 
; - 1 ,^ ■" high tech products, gar- 
ments, jewellery chemi- 
cals and furniture. 




Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

bur ordinary words. 


Mr. Nasser said the fair 
had the support of key 
Israeli governmental 
agencies, including the 
Israeli Export Institute, 
which had given their 
blessing for Israeli com- 
panies to participate 
despite heightened Mid- 
dle East tension that has 
soured the climate for 
expanding Arab-Israeli 
business deals. 

Arab Gulf businessmen 
will also show up at the 
fair despite misgivings 
over -premature deals 
with Israeli firms before 
there is a comprehensive 
Middle East peace. They 
were “very interested in 
getting familiarised’ with 
Israeli products." Mr. 
Nasser said. 

A planned exhibition of 
Jordanian products in Tel 
Aviv next March had 
drawn interest by Jordan- 
ian firms keen on explor- 
ing the Israeli market for 
their products and also 
having a foothold in the 
lucrative Palestinian 
market, he said. 

But many leading Jor- 
danian businessmen con- 
tinue to shun contact 
with Israeli firms despite 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by HmwI Arnold and Mils* ArgMon 


Ho swo knows now io 
poor on the 010 o# 


normalised trade ties 
after Jordan's 1 994 peace 
treaty with Israel, saying 
such ties are premature 
as long as Israel contin- 
ues to hold on to cap- 
tured Arab land. 

They believe making 
deals now would give 


unty it 
not deserve before deliv- 
ers on its peace pledges. 

The few who have busi- 
ness dealings say 
renewed Arab-Israeli 
hatreds have made them 
freeze plans, or rethink 
them in what they 
describe as an inhos- 
pitable climate, forbid- 
ding open contact despite 
official blessing. 


AMMAN rZNANCZAL MARKET 
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ORCAKUa MARKET ZUDUe ACTIVITY pen HE PERIOD (11/11/X9H - 20/11/1996] 
WfULX REPORT 



moon va lut cowahy haxz 

3 not 

man lot 

P/S 

MV 

HO. OP HO. OP 
coraun 5KMSS 

EXECUTED 

VALUE 

SHADED 

JD 

OroBXHC 

PRICE 

HIGH 

LOW 

CLOSING CHANGE AVERAGE TURNOVER 
PRICE MARKET SHARES 

"price 

ho. or 
Trading 

DAYS 

248.000 

246.000 uua buk ^ 

13.4 

1.43 

IS 

600 

147140 

216.00 246.00 

24S.OO 

245-50 - 

.30 

243 

233 

.014 

5 

4.400 

4.400 CAIRO AMKAJf BASK 

0.0 

3.53 

6 

22500 

95625 

4.40 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 - 

.15 


250 

.225 

2 

2.950 

2.900 IUK OP JOftDMI 

10.5 

0.00 

4 

5131 

14933 

2.90 

2.90 

2.90 

2.90 

- 


899 

.049 

2 

1.120 

1.030 KZD.KU7 ZMV.SX. 

<9.6 

0.00 

60 

42000 

45175 

1.08 

i.oe 

1.04 

1.06 - 

.02 


OSS 

.428 

5 

2.270 

2.17a nfDOsntuL dev. a*. 

5.0 

6.33 

■ 6 

3125 

6886 

2.25 

2.25 

2.20 

2.20 - 

.05 


204 

.029 

3 

4.920 

4.*oo ocx aoosua ox. 

32.8 

2.09 

■ 

3020 

23928 

4.85 

4.77 

4.75 

4.77 - 

.08 


767 

.020 

3 

2-650 

2.450 JOR.KOICUT BACK 

18.1 

0.00 

13 

1197 

2*84 

2. SO 

2.55 

2.50 

2.50 

- 


493 

.012 

3 

.910 

.••0 joa.se lt dm ix 

3.5 

7.61 

102 

400705 

360683 

.89 

.92 

.89 

.92 * 

.03 


*00 

2.004 

5 

3.730 

3.690 Jtn. ISLAMIC BAXX 

17.4 

0.00 

13 

12*57 

46*12 

3.70 

3.69 

3.60 

3.63 - 

.07 


621 

.089 

5 

3.530 

3.400 Q9IO« OK.SAV.SfV. 

109.1 

0.00 

3 

1137 

1726 

l.SO 

1.52 

1-5* 

1.52 + 

.02 


518 

.013 

2 

3.210 

5.200 J0K.TOV.PIP.BAXX 

17.5 

0.00 

2 

308 

997 

3.20 

3.24 

3.24 

3.24 * 

.04 


237 

.003 . 

1 

1.070 

1.800 BSTE.AL-WkL (BXIOOk) 

1.1 

8.29 

6 

9S0 

1726 

i.as 

1.82 

1.81 

1.81 - 

.04 


817 

.048 

2 

l.}« 

1.170 MZLHDO..W.BX. 

- 

0.00 

28 

28*36 

35808 

1.17 

1.30 

1.12 

1.30 + 

.13 

m 

237 

.289 

4 


29C 525316 


4.500 JERUSALEM JESOtt. 
l.Mo JO* nunc* nmn. 
1.730 30KBMI COLE MSB*. 



704523 IMBCC ROMES i 187.03 


4.40 4.40 4.40 - 
1.85 1.04 1.85 + 
2.SO 2.50 2. SO - 


DUKE RDKBEH t J17.9S 


.10 4.400 . 017 
.01 1.041 .04S 
.14 2. SOB .093 


CHANGE i- 0.201 



1.400 

4.420 

1.584 

4.420 

JOR.HLBCTHXC PMt. 
ARAB TO. HOTELS 

1.190 

1.120 

on. POftxroLio 

.960 

.890 

RIAL ESTATE XHV. 

.640 

.610 

JORDAN XMZL.HtAO. 

3.500 

1.400 

ABAB XKZL.nnr.Enoc.. 

1.130 

1.040 

SANAA EDUCATION 

1.760 

1.700 

UMirXXD CO. 

.900 

.870 

BN It* LAND DEV. 


ICO 96815 


UDtl AMBER i 107.50 


19.500 

19.500 

JOR. TOBACCO 4 CZG. 

3.470 

3.270 

JOB. CEMENT FACT. 

3.070 

3.000 

JOK.FHOSFSAXE MINES 

3.740 

5.400 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

9.250 

9.100 

JOB. PETROL. REnHARX 

1.280 

1.210 

MOOLAH INDUSTRIES 

2.150 

1.950 

IHDUXX1AL COMM -ACS. 

6.960 

6.900 

JOB. WORSTED KILLS 

3.380 

3.170 ARAB 9 HARM. HANF. 

6.070* 

6.000 

JOR. CERAMIC XHD. 

2.200 

2.130 

■M»IU» HUII* 

“1.730 

1.660 

JOE. PIPES MAHPCT. 

2.650 

2.650 

GENERAL MZNXHG 

9.000 

9.000 

ARAB CHEN. DTHECM. 

1.420 

2.380 RAPZA INDUSTRIES 

4.570 

4.450 

DAN ALDANA PV.XNV. 

3.500 

3.400 

ARAB ALDH.XNS. 

.620 

.530 LZVE5XOCK 4 POOLXSY 

3.340 

2.750 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

1.100 

1.190 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

.410 

.550 

NATIONAL ENDS. 

1.080 

.940 

XNXIRHRD.PBSRO.UUK. 

.870 

.800 

JOB. ROCKWOOL ZMDS. 

2.300 

2.204 

NATL. CABLE WZRZ.HPRC 

.830 

.770 

JOR. SOLPBO-CHEM 

1.260 

1.160 

ARAB PHARH.CHZM. 

1.280 

• 1.220 

XAWZHZR INVEST. 

1.400 ■ 

1.460 

UNSV. MODH.XBDS. 

1.440 

‘1.350 

JOR. ENDS. RESOURCES 

.910 

.890 

JOB. BEN CABLB CO. 

1.910 

1.830 

EL -2AY READY NEAR 

1.120 

1.080 

URL. TOBACCO 

1.030 

.950 

UNION CB. 6 VKG. 


19.50 

20.75 

20.48 

20.75 ♦ 

1.25 

20.617 

3.28 

3.29 

3.23 

3.23 - 

.05 

3.245 




1.92 + .02 

1.14 + .05 



556345 775597 


2303 1100026 1722990 ZKDKX 


NO. OP DAYS TRADED 

1 

5 



w«w AVERAGE OP TRADING VOLUME 

f JD 

344,600 



mttY AVERAGE OP S1ARE5 

I 

234,165 


WAV 

patty average or coRzsicrs 

« 

261 



c . 



AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 





:. BOUSING BANE CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
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DA J ANI 

[JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops] 
6th Circle, Amman | 
Also in Brazil • 



KYWAG 


nUFLYR 


CLORLS 


fallow 

monkeys 

c AU-HP HIM 


Now arrange the ended letters lo 
form trie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : ^ ^ 1 X K A 

[Answers lomorrctwj 

I, _i_i— i isle EVENT FERRET LIZARD 
Answer Even when ha relaxed »he guitars! d>d this- 
WE FHETTED 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


FOR YOUR 


STUDIO HAIG 

ProfcxskxuJ Quality} in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photm 
mtm 30% tamer 


•CLEANING SERVICES 
HOMEOFFiCES 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTF.MS& 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT; 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS .FURNISHED* 
UNFURNISHED 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 


• Free enf«r 9 e- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani * Opp. Griodlays 
Bank. Phone: £04042 
Swefich tel: 823891 






mm 




Leonarao da vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 682441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TEL : 699369 
LAX : 704414 


Happij Dmj$ e 

PaioiJrue .. 
So x/ U & SeU&cU (tyc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 


Umia Pthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


ES FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 

■O S- 

■T) AppaUmonts 
I in Amman 


For details ptaase call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


cTOAirttoa 


- INDOOR 

StUIMMING POOl/Jfyji • 

- SRUNR , JfiCUZZW^® 
D MRSSRCE 

fitness room Mm 

71NNIS t> $00 ASH M P*S 
COURTS W \ 

TEL 758180 ^ 
RfiBIB & TO STATION RD., 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 


BB— M 

•ABDOUN- 

TEL.- 810150, RAX '8271131 


For Res. 812S97- 814118 
f: Mecca St. Daouri ConVef - 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 23, 1996 




Austria's Anita Waehter (left), Italy's Sabina Panzanini (Centre) and Germany's Katja Seizinger join hands on the 
podium after competing in the World Cup giant slalom in Park City. Panzanini won. claiming her second career 
victory, with a time of 2:38.50. Waehter came second and Seizinger came third in the event (Reuters photo) 


Italy’s Panzanini beats Waehter 


in giant slalom 


PARK CITY. Utah (R) — If 
oddsmakers were to look 
into a crystal bail for a 
favourite for the Olympic 
women's giant slalom in 
2002. Italy's Sabina 
Panzanini would be a logi- 
cal candidate. 

After, winning a World 
Cup in that event Thursday, 
her confidence on the 
course that will be used in 
the Salt Lake City Winter 
Games knows no bounds. 

Panzanini. 24. has raced 
here twice. She was run- 
nerup in 1994 and now. on a 
day when 50-degree 
Farenheit (10 C) tempera- 
tures made snow condidi- 
: tons difficult she claimed 
*- ‘first place. • • 

o: T’anzanini’S'- Victory, fash- 


ioned chiefly with a strong 
first run. came with a total 
time of 2:38.50. Austrian 
veteran Anita Waehter was 
second in 2:39.12 and Katja 
Seizinger of Germany third 
in 2:39.31. Spela Pretnar of 
Slovenia took fourth and 
Martina Ertl of Germany 
Fifth, reflecting the general 
good fortune of* early 
starters in the second run. 

Seizinger. the defending 
World Cup overall champf- 
on. used the result to main- 
tain her lead in her title 
defence after two giant 
slalom races. Seizinger has 
a 160-100 lead over 
Panzanini. 

“I would love to be here in 
2002 if my form is still 
good.” Panzanini said. 


Language Coordinator 


An international development organization is seeking suitably 
qualified candidates for the contractual position of Language 
Coordinator: 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

■ Develops Arabic training materials, competency-based 
vocabulary and training regimen for adult-learners. 

• Recruits local Arabic teachers (approx. 6), in collaboration 
with organization staff. 

• In concert with organization staff, develops an intensive 12- 
week training programme and on-going, year-roundlanguage 
training regimen. 

• Provides evaluations of learners and teachers, as well as the 
entire language training programme. 

Requirements: 

• Advanced degree in Arabic language education, etymology. 

• Previous experience teaching Arabic to foreign, using 
practical, conversational methodologies. 

• Previous supervisory experience a plus. 

• Ability to work for extended period of time (eg. April 1 
through July 31, 1997) outside Amman (i.c. Irbid, Karak) 

Interested candidates should submit their curriculum vitae and cover 
letter no later than December 05. 1996 to: 

Language Coordinator, Attn: James Madigan, 

P.O. Box 354, Amman 111 18 


"Obviously, this is the 
course for me.” 

Panzanini. whose only 
other victory came two 
years ago on a similarly dif- 
ficult tract at Alta Budia. 
Italy, primarily used for 
men's races, made it plain 
she prefers a challenge. 

"Too often our races are 
on straight courses without 
difficult turns. 1 prefer 
demanding turns, to be 
aggressive and fight my 
way through." 

On a day when softening 
snow added to the chal- 
lenge. Panzanini’s Italian 
teammate Deborah 

Compagnoni. reigning 
world champion, was a 
casualty of the first run, as 
was the world silver medal- 
ist. Karin Roten of 
Switzerland. 

"If Deborah did not go off 
course. I believe. she would 
have won the race. She is 
the strongest in the world at 
this event.” 

Panzanini also mentioned 
the overall strength of the 
Italian team, perhaps a 
result of a new coach. 
Georgiod'Urbano. formerly 
trainer of Alberto Tomba. 

"This proves we have 
good training and are readv 


for the season.” Panzanini 
said of a result that placed 
three Italians in the top nine. 

With a first and third in 
the first two giant slalom 
races. Seizinger might argue 
that she now is dominant in 
a discipline that she consid- 
ers only her third best 
behind downhhill and Super 
G. Instead, she says she is 
having too much fun to be 
overly concerned about any- 
thing. 

"It is warm, like spring- 
time. and 1 am happy. After 
winning the overall last sea- 
son. I have no pressure. 
Now I have won all the 
championships and all the 
titles. No one can ever say I 
did hot win this or that> , 

While ScizingeY 51 ' sWins 
almost diffident in defence 
of her overall title, such is 
not the case with Waehter. 
who has struggled since she 
won in 1993. 


"I am 29 years old. but I 
still feel young, and I will 
try to win again.” she said. 

The Park City programme 
continues with a men's 
giant slalom. Women's 
slalom on Saturday and 
men’s slalom Sunday com- 
plete (he programme. 




Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Jordan River Designs presents 


A New Festive Season 


Introducing the Fall ‘96 collection 
Join us in celebrating this 
Festive Season of Christmas and Ramadan at the 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 
14-28 November 1 996, from 9.00 am -8.00 pm 


Special choir performance on 
Sat 1 6 at 4:30,Tues 1 9 at 4:00. Sun 24 Nov at 5:00 pm 


Sponsored by Freddy for music (©TOYOTA 



For more Information please contact TcL 6 1 308 1 -2 


Furnished Semi Villa For Annual Rent 

Total size 330 m2. 4 bedrooms. 1 master, large living 
room, large L-shaped sitting S dining lounge, fully 
equipped kitchen, 4 verandas, private Tel. line, 
surrounded by 750m2 garden with covered parking area. 
Location: Dahiat Al-Rasheed. across from Dahiat Al- 
Rawda. behind Jerusalem Hotel. 

For information.: Tel. 663208 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in Shmeisani. Fully furnished penthouse 
deluxe roof with open terraces overlooking Amman, 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
large salons, modern kitchen, with centra) heating, 
telephone, lift, satellite, parking and fireplace. 
Please call: 678501 after 2:00 p.m. 


Training Consultant 

L".S Fcacr Coiyr-/ forrfan is <uilaWv qiuli/ini mtdidjlrs for 

the short-lcrm ccwnrcmd "rxiton pi 7 r. lining Consullanr: 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

• rrcnjdc'. onjli-r-cs. plan:, strategics and c'pcrt advice for 
implementing a Pre-Scrvicc Training 1 FST 1 program. 

■ Stmctur-j'- the TST in accordance wjlh ihc Tcacr Corps 
Frogram and Training System (V.A.T5.I 

• Participates in the identification and selection of language 
‘raining statf and materials. 

• Provider- tntfhodelngwr. for delivering language, ows 
cultural and technical training and evaluation techniques. 

■ Oncnts PST Director and training staff. Conducts Training o( 
Trainers sessional. 

Requirements: 

• Prior exporinee in developing and conducting adult-loaming 
training programs 

• Fluent in English 

- Able to work on *n in term Hen l basts. 

- Evpcrirncc design jig .ir.d implementing a Peace Corps Pre- 
Serriee Train UK pn'pvnn a plus 

Cunr-ulssnt *sil] work r-n a compensated bans fora period nnl-to- 
c*rard S.i£ht tom over Ihc period Describe: 9. 1«6 through March 
15, ;59T. interested candidates should submit their cumcuium vitae 
.mi cvvct letter no later than November MU* to 

Training Consultant, do Peace Corps/lordan. 

F.O. Box 354, Amman 11118 


Boxer with fatal punch to fig 



5> c 


MILAN (AFP) — Italian fighter Vincenzo Imparato. whose welter of blows cost Fabrizio De Chtara his life last week- 
end, has vowed to fight on — in memory of his dead friend. r . Katwrfnu 

De Chiara collapsed in the ring after being counted in their national middleweij tit y 


night. He died of head injuries in hospital early Monday morning. hmfhpT mri with 

Imparato said: Td almost decided to give up boxing- But then I spoke to Fabnz.o s family, with his brother and with 

his mother. 

We’ve spoken to each other many times, .and I saw them at the funeral. nnvthine and hecai»«. 

“They advised me, and even pleaded, with me not to give up because ! was not guilty of anything and because 

F "^e^dreamed of becoming a champion. And now I have decided: I will continue to fight, partly for me but above all 

f % F wanuo cany forward the dream that Fabrizio had iasidc him but which he never realised because fare decided 

°-Sg mustn't die, boxing has a right to exist, and I will try to explain this to people. Even if things are done to 

"tSc two bo^rl^ad^ought each other several times before Saturday's fatal bout and were teammates in the Italian 


national squad. . . . . 

"We were real friends outside the ring.” Imparato was quoted as saying in the Tuttosport daily. ' We d had some great 


times together." 
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IAAF 

delays 

Capobianco 
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hearing 


LONDON (R) — The 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
acceded to legal pressure 
Thursday and delayed the 
arbitration hearing for the 
drugs case of Australian 
sprinter Dean Capobianco. 

The arbitration panel of 
the IAAF was due to dis- 
cuss the case on Nov. 24 
but bowed to the requests 
from the lawyers of both 
parties to postpone the 
hearing to a date which has 
yet to be set. 

Capobianco tested posi- 
tive for the steroid 
stanozolol, the drug used 
by Ben Johnson at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, at a meet- 
ing in the Dutch town of 
Hengelo last May. 

He escaped a four-year 
ban when his national gov- 
erning body 1 '' athletics 
Australih : clbaref<f' Him ori 
the gToilhds that ‘the totting 
procedures had been seri- 
ously flawed. 

The IAAF opposed that 
decision but Capobianco 
was allowed to compete at 
the Atlanta Olympics after 
their legal advisors said the 
federation could be sued 
successfully in a civil 
court. 

The hearing of Italian 
high jumper Antnnella 
Bcvilacqua. who was also 
permitted to take part in the 
Olympics after the Italian 
panel judged that her two 
positive tests for the stimu- 
lant ephedrine in May were 
an accident, will go ahead 
as planned on Nov. 25. 


Olajuwon leaves hospital 
with good prognosis 
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HOUSTON (R) — Houston Rockets centre 
Hakeem Olajuwon left the hospital 
Thursday after doctors said his hearbeat had 
returned’ to normal and his prognosis was 
good. 

But Olajuwon *s doctor told Reuters the 
33-year-old superstar will carry a credit- 
card sized heart monitor, allowing physi- 
cians to instantly observe his heartbeat from 
anywhere in the world. 

Olajuwon, 33. was sent to Methodist 
Hospital, one of the nation's leading heart 
treatment centres. Tuesday after he had an 
irregular heartbeat during halftime of a 
game against the Minnesota Timbenvolves. 

Physicians gave his heart an electric 
shock Wednesday to restore its normal 
rhythm, then put him through £ battery of 
tests that turned up nothing that would pre- 
vent him from going back to the basketball 
court. Muntz said. 

"Everything in his heart looks good.” he 
said. Muntz said an irregular heartbeat can 
be triggered by many things, physical stress 
among them. In this case, it seemed to have 
begun when Olajuwon drank cold water 
during halftime, he said. 

Olajuwon looked fit as he walked out of 
the hospital Thursday. "I feel great” he 
said. “You can’t worey about it ... Just go 
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out there and play. I hope this won’t happen 
again for a long time.” 

Muntz said Olajuwon would begin super- 
vised workouts Friday, but would not play- 
in a game for at least five days. “We want to 
make sure nothing trips him back into this 
arrhythmia." he said. 

Olajuwon missed six games in 1991 when 
he experienced the same problem, but . 

Muntz said his prognosis was "very good." 

“Til is is not a dangerous arrhythmia. This 
is not something he‘s going to have a big 
problem with as far as collapsing or a drop 
in his blood pressure.” he said. 

Olajuwon will not take medication for the 
problem, but Muntz said he had been 
ordered to use the portable monitor “if he 
feels funny.” 

The monitor is held on the chest to get a 
reading of the heartbeat, then connected by- 
phone to equipment at Methodist where 
physicians can see the results and determine ji g Wj-consii 
if he has a problem. Ken Rueitzers 

Olajuwon. bom in Nigeria but now a U.S. ■ j ^ Green "Ba’ 
citizen, led the Rockets to National ■ Ir ,, m rub 

Basketball Association Championships in 
1993-94 and 1994-95 and was a member of 
the U.S. Dream Team in the summer 
Olympics this year. 
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NEW YORK (R) — World 
No. I Steffi Graf won a 
thrilling 13-11 final-set 
tiebreaker over Olympic 
champion Lindsay 

Davenport Thursday to 
reach the semifinals of the 
$2 million WTA Tour Chase 
championships. 

Defending champion 
Graf, pressured by the 
booming groundstrokes of 
the big American, overcame 
deficius in each set to score 
a 6-4. 7-6 victory that look 
one hour 40 minutes on the 
blue carpet at Madison 
Square Garden. 
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Graf faced triple set point 
at 3-6 in the tie-break before 
pulling off her best escape, 
rattling off three winners in 
a row to extend the tension- 
packed decider. 

A third successive 
groundstroke error by the 
weary Davenport finally put 
Graf over the top on her 
fourth match point of the 
climactic tiebreaker, in 
which Davenport squan- 
dered five set points. 

”1 was a little nervous at 
the stan." said Graf, who 
showed no ill effects from 
the buck ailment that forced 
her to quit last Sunday's 
final in Philadelphia. 

Unsccdcd Croatian I\a 
Majoli used a pair of 
tiebreakers to take her place 
in the final four of the elite, 
season-ending champi- 
onship by heatine fourth 


seed Conchita Martinez of 
Spain 7-6 (8-6). 7-6 (7-4) in 
a tumultuous two-hour 12- 
minute match. 

Graf improved her record 
to 5-1 against Davenport, but 
once again was hard-pressed 
by the big right-hander. 

"She's very dangerous.” 
said Graf. “She's a player 
who plays like me. She's 
preuv aggressive and puts me 
immediately on the defensive ff 
which I'm not used to.” 

Graf advanced to 
Saturday's semifinals against 
the winner of the match 
between Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Jana Novotna. 

Majoli. 19. meets the win- 
ner of the quarterfinal 
between 1 6-year-old Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland and 
Japan's Kimiko Date, still 
one defeat away from formal- 
ly entering retirement. 
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PLflZfl A CONCORD 


PHILBPELPHtH 1 

THE QUICK & THE DEAD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


SEAN CONNERY. Jn 


PHILADELPHIA 2 
TOM CRUISE in 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 


THE ROCK 

UN DOLBY STEREOi 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


V 




CONCORD “1” 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 
ShOWSM2|30, 3:30 f 6:00, 8:15.10:45 
CONCORD^”" 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:15, 6:00. 9:00 


Rrnmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL* 618274 * 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 



Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

V TEL: 625155 



presents 

the satirical comedy 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

The *}re >S closed Friday. Saturday & Sunday 

r reservation please call 

6251 55 -640155 J 
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European Basketball 

Bologna overwhelm Estudiantes 

B0LCH3NA (R) — Italy s Teamsystem Bologna overwhelmed Estudiantes Madrid of 
Spain 100-68 in a Euroleague Basketball Group B match Thursday. 

The visitors looked shaky without American guard Harper Williams and Bologna dictat- 
ed terms nght from the start racing to a 21-8 lead after seven minutes. 

Bologna, who have only lost one match from eight and have the best Euroleague record 
ihis season, blasted Through the Spaniards’ leaky defence and showed their sharpness by 
nemng 1 i triples from 1 5 attempts. 

Carlton Myerc, top scorer of the match on 3 1 points, helped the home side to a 49-3 1 lead 
by halftime and a breezy second half when again Esiudianies failed to find their stride. 
Bologna stay comfortably clear of closest rivals Olympiakos at the top of the group. 


euroleague STANDINGS 
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Group A P W L 

Stefanel Milan (Italy) 8 6 2 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) 8 5 3 

Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel) 8 4 4 

Limoges (France) S 3 5 

Panionios (Greece) 8 3 5 

UlfcerSpor (Turkey) S 3 5 


PTS 
14 
13 
12 
! 1 
11 
II 


Pita] 

Group B 

Teamsystem Bologna (Italy) 

8 

7 

I 

15 


Olympiakos (Greece) 

8 

5 

3 

13 

a 

ri "h /s 

Cibona Zagreb (Croatia) 

8 

4 

4 

12 

*IS 1 

f 

Alba Berlin (Germany) 

8 

4 

4 

12 

Estudiantes Madrid (Spain) 

S 

4 

4 

12 


Charleroi (Belgium) 

8 

0 

8 

8 
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Group C 
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Villeuxbanne (France; 

S 

6 

o 

14 


Panathinaikos (Greece) 

8 

6 

2 

14 

Hid' 

l ’-6 <L\. ~y 

Ljubljana (Slovenia) 

8 

5 

3 

13 

* h »i‘ M, 

Split (Croatia) 

8 

4 

4 

12 

Barcelona (Spain) 

8 

3 

5 

II 

Sr'Hlie, , r |„ 

Bayer Leverkusen (Germany) 

8 

0 

8 
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Group D 
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Efes Pilsen (Turkey) 

8 

6 

2 

14 

l,u • jnh_.jp ’ 

Pau-Orthez (France) 

8 

5 

3 

13 

v ‘iri'j 

Kinder Bologna (Italy) 

8 

4 

4 

12 


Sevilla (Spain) 

8 

4 

4 

12 
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Pardzan Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 8 4 4 

Dynamo Moscow (Russia) 8 1 7 


12 
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Packers’ Ruettgers retires 
from knee injury 
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GREEN BAY, Wisconsin 
(AP) — Ken Ruettgers, 
who helped the Green Bay 
Packers rise from the rub- 
bish of the National Foot- 
ball League to the cusp of 
the super bowl, called it a 
career on Wednesday. 

He said that he was retir- 
ing after 12 years in the 
NFL — all in Green Bay* — 
because the persistent pain 
In his degenerative leftiai^e- 
“just became a bigger fac- 
tor than my optimism.” . 

Less than 48 hours after 
making his first start of he 
season, the veteran left 
tackle arrived at Lambeau 
field od Wednesday morn- 
ing to tell his coaches and 


teammates that he was call- 
ing it quits. 

“I’ve been experiencing 
some real pain and I can't 
do that anymore.” 
Ruettgers said. “It’s above 
my head in pain. I cannot 
do it anymore. So, it sad- 
dens me to have to do this 
at this time." 

• The news shook the Pack- 
ers, who have been deci- 
mated by injuries on 
offense and the unexpected 
jolt on Tuesday that comer- 
back Tyrone Williams 
would be sent to jail next 
month for shooting at a car 
while in college. 

Ruettgers. 34, whose pri- 
mary responsibility was to 


protect MVP' quarterback 
Brett Favre's Mind side and 
open his favorite escape 
route, to the left, said he's 
confident the Packers (8-3) 
can still make it to the super 
bowl. 

Ruettgers wanted to retire 
in August, but coach Mike 
Holmgren talked him out of 
Jt andJie underwent a sec- 
ond surgery. He missed the 
first seven games and again 
was discouraged from retir- 
ing when he was activated 
and had a hard time. 

Ruettgers aggravated his 
left knee against Detroit on 
Nov. 3, but he made his first 
start on Monday night 
against Dallas. 
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King will not return 
as US. Fed Cup captain 

NEW YORK (R) — Billie Jean King will not be back as captain of the defend- 
ing champion United States Fed Cup team next year, in-coming U.S. Tennis 
Association President Harry Marmion. 

“Billie Jean King is not going to be the coach in 1997," Marmion said, adding 
that King made the decision not to return for a third year as captain on her own. 

“She has asked for a year off and I think after winning the Cup she deserves the 
right to have that time. I respect that,” Marmion said of King, who turns 53 on 
Friday. 

King led her team to a a 5-0 shutout of Spain in the final in September in 
Atlantic City. It was the 15th Fed Cup dele for the Americans, but first since 1990. 

“She put out a lot of time and effort on this, she is a hell of a coach and so I 
have to respect her right to have a year off to catch up with herself, and we will 
see what happens in 1 99S,” said Marmion. 

By leaving the door open for King to come back in 1998, Marmion understands 
he might be closing the door on getting either of his first two choices, retired 
superstars Martina Navratilova and Tracy Austin. 

“It’s an awkward situation, but Billie Jean King, for what she did deserves all 
the consideration we can give her,” said Marmion. “She wants a year off, she’s 
got a year off. She won the Cup. 

“And I would tell whoever it is who is going to be the captain in ‘97 that they 
have got to understand that Billie Jean King may want to come back. The play- 
ers want her back. 

The U.S. will play it’s first round match in the Netherlands March 1-2 so a deci- 
sion is needed’ soon said Marmion. 

Chris Evert had already turned down the position wishing to spend more time 
with her three young children said Marmion. 

Marmion acknowledged that a more realistic replacement possibility is Lynne 
Rolley, the director of coaching for the USTA women's player development pro- 
gramme. 




EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY . CHEF WANTED 1 j 

FULLY ^ 


A DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN AMMAN HAS A VACANCY FOR A 

qualified chef de cuisine 

PLEASE APPLY BEFORE NOVEMBER 28, 1996 TO : 

PERSONNEL DEPT . 

P.O. BOX 815403 
AMMAN 11180 

PROVIDING DETAILED INFORMATION ON QUALIFICATIONS 
AND WORK 

EXPERIENCE, REFERENCES MUST BE PRODUCED UPON 

Request. 



Kankkunen 
and Grist 
together for 
last time 


LONDON (R) — One of 
world championship rally- 
ing’s most successful part- 
nerships will bid hello and 
goodbye this weekend 
when Juha Kankkunen and 
Nicky Grist lead Toyota's 
attack on the RAC Rally in 
Northern Britain, 

Finland's Kankkunen and 
Welshman Grist, who have 
won the event three rimes 
before and also won four 
world cities together, will 
be appearing for Toyota in 
a top-level event for the 
first time since the expiry 
of a one-year ban imposed 
on the learn after the Cata- 
lan Rally in 1995. 

Toyota were banned for 
serious infringements of 
the technical regulations, a 
punishment which con- 
signed the dazzling duo to 
a year of holidays and 
occasional guest appear- 
ances. 

“Very nice, very relax- 
ing," said Kankkunen who 
has been installed as 
favourite to win the British 
event, which this year is 
not pan of the main World 
Championship, despite his 
long layoff. 

For Kankkunen. it will 
also be a time to say 
farewell because his highly 
successful alliance with 
grist comes to an end after 
the rally, Grist having 
decided to move on to a 
new challenge by partner- 
ing the 1995 world champi- 
on Colin McRae for Subaru 
next season. 

This year’s RAC Rally, 
which starts in Chester on 
Saturday, is viewed by 
most close observers as the 
least spectacular, in 
prospect, for more than 20 
years because of a weak 
entjylist. 

2Tie event lost its place as 
pw$ qfi.the world champi- 
onship by rotation and will 
return next year when the 
rules and regulations will 
be much changed. 

The Subaru, Ford and 
Mitsubishi teams will be 
among those absent which 
means that rallying's top 
names, including McRae, 
Spain's Carlos Sainz and 
the newly-crowned world 
•champion Tommi Makinen 
of Finland will be missing. 

In their absence, howev- 
er, several other celebrated 
drivers have entered with 
strong teams including for- 
mer champions Ari Vata- 
nen of Finland (1981) in a 
Ford Escort Cosworth and 
Stig Blomqvist of Sweden 
(1984) as well as Ger- 
many’s Armin Schwarz, in 
a second car for the Toyota 
team, and Formula One 
driver Martin Brundle of 
Britain who is driving a 
Ford Escort Coswonh. 


Fitch becomes 1st NBA 
coach with 1,000 losses 


DALLAS (R) — Bill Fitch 
passed a new milestone for 
losing on Thursday, while 
Michael Jordan moved 
closer to another record for 
winning. 

Fitch became the first 
coach in NBA history to 
lose J ,000 games when the 
host Dallas Mavericks 
scored a 104-94 victory 
over his Los Angeles Clip- 
pers. 

“A lot of losses — I didn’t 
enjoy any one of them,” 
said Fitch. “1 guess they can 
say you're lucky to be 
around the game that long." 

Chris Gatling ted Dallas 
with 27 points and nine 
rebounds. 

“Defensively that's as 
sporadic as we’ve been and 
when you come to Texas 
you've got to be able to 
play every night,” said 
Rich. 

Referring to galling, fitch, 
a basketball lifer known for 
his caustic humour, said: “I 
was looking at halftime in 
the locker room for a pic- 
ture of him so l could intro- 
duce him to any of our 
players.” 

Jim Jackson added 23 
points for the Mavericks, 
who stopped a four-game 
losing streak. Jason Kidd 
had 1 1 points, nine assists, 
six steals and only one 
turnover. 

Dallas forward Jamal 
Mash bum suffered a bro- 
ken right cheekbone after 
he was elbowed by Malik 
Sealy in the first quarter. He 
left rite game and will have 
more tests Friday. 

In Denver; Jordan scored 
21 of his 31 points in the 
first half as the undefeated 
Chicago Bulls moved a step 
closer to NBA history with 
a 1 10-92 victory over 
Nuggets. 

Chicago (12-0). in the 
midst of a seven-game road 
trip, is only three wins 
away from the best start in 
NBA history. The record 
for most wins to start the 
season is 15. held by the 
1948-49 Washington Capi- 
tols and the 1993-94 Hous- 
ton Rockets. 

“I don't think we will go 
82-0, we may go 81-1,” said 
Steve Kerr. “We haven't 
had a tough schedule yet.” 
“I’ll talk about Michael,” 
said Denver coach Bemie 
Bicker$taff. “He's probably 
the greatest player ever and 
he stretches out and dives 
for loose balls. That’s why 
he’s so great. He still has 
the hunger to be a champi- 
on.” 

In Houston, former Sun 
Charles Barkley had 20 
points to lead seven players 
in double figures and pulled 
down 16 rebounds as the 
Rockets overcame the 
absence of Hakeem Olaju- 
won and beat winless 
Phoenix 1 15-105. 

Kevin Willis, starting in 
place of Olajuwon, had sea- 
son highs of 19 points and 



Minnesota Timber wolves guard Tern- Porter flL) blocks a shot by Orlando Magic 
guard Gerald Wilkins during second-half NBA action. The Magic won 90-86 
(Reuters photo) 


12 rebounds and Mario Elie 
added 18 points for Hous- 
ton 1 10-1), which won its 
fourth straight. 

Olajuwon, who was taken 
to a hospital with an irregu- 
lar heartbeat during half- 
time of Tuesday's game, is 
expected to miss four to six 
more days. 

Ex-Rocket Sam Cassell 
scored 25 points for 
Phoenix, which extended 
the worst start in franchise 
history to 0- 1 1 . 

At Utah. Karl Malone 
drilled a jumper as time 
expire to send the game into 
overtime and scored four of 
his 33 points during the 
extra session as the Jazz 
posted their fifth straight 
victory, 109-104 over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Jeff Homacek scored 30 
points, including four in 
overtime, as the Jazz scored 
nine of the first 10 points in 
the extra session. 

John Stockton added 12 
points and handed out 15 
assists. and Malone 


grabbed 13 rebounds for 
Utah. 

At Detroit, Joe Dumars 
scored 23 points and Grant 
Hill added 17 points, nine 
assists and. eight rebounds 
as the Pistons defeated the 
New Jersey Nets 96-88 for 
their sixth straight win and 
best start in 26 years. 10-1. 

Detroit began the 1970-71 
season 12-1. 

Jayson Wiliams posted 
season highs with 24 points 
and 1 8 rebounds as the Nets 
lost for the sixth’ time in 
seven games. 

In Milwaukee, Christian 
Laettner scored 21 points 
and grabbed 1 1 rebounds 
and Dikembe Mutombo 
came within two blocks of a 
triple-double as the Atlanta 
Hawks held the Bucks to 
the worst offensive perfor- 
mance in franchise history. 
73-65. 

Mutombo had 17 points. 

1 1 rebounds and eight 
blocked shots for die 
Hawks, who snapped a 
four-game road losing 


streak. . ... 

In Orlando; | Horace Gxpnt 
made a reverse lay-in with 
24.2 seconds' remaining to 
cap a fourth-quarter come- 
back as the Magic erased a 
10-point halftune deficit 
and defeated the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 90-86. 

Nick Anderson scored 22 
points and Gram had 14 
points and 14 rebounds for 
the Magic (5-2). 

At Indiana, Dell Curry 
scored 25 points. Glen Rice 
and Anthony Mason added 
20 each and Anthony Gold- 
wire made four free throws 
in the final 10 seconds as 
the Charlotte Hornets 
defeated the pacers 90-87 
for their second straight 
win. 

In Toronto, Chris Mills 
scored 21 points and Bobby 
PhiIJs had 14 of his 19 in 
the first half as the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers led almost 
from the opening rip ed 
route to an 89-81 victory 
over the Raptors. 
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Tender No. 110/96 
The Royal Scientific Society 
Amman - Jordan 

The Royal Scientific Society announces the Tender 
No. 110/96 that includes supply of ‘Laboratory test 
equipment and test tools" to upgrade its technical 
capabilities in testing and certification of electric 
products according to internationally accepted 
standards of safety and quality. 

1. Copies of the tender documents can be 
obtained for the price of (100) one hundred JD, 
from the Secretary of the Tender Committee at the 
Royal Scientific Society, during working hours (8:00 
a.m.) to {5:00 p.m.) except of Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

2. Tenders should be submitted to the Head of the 
Tender Committee at R.S.S. before December 22. 
1996 (12:00 a.m. local time). 

President 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN JORDAN PRESENTS 



TheEuWWBiAnUnion 

ChamberUrchestra 

AT THE PRINCE HASSAN AUDITORIUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 
ON SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 2477/. 1996 AT !9:S0 PM. 

Tickets Price: 5 JD (regular), 3 JD (students) 

Proceeds will be OIven to chakiti 
The nnnKT ius me* nkbblf thanks to ih> 

Couh-jutvjw of THr Embus* >j» Bmalu. tm 
Embassy uf Smin. thT. Fifnci. Cilhrm 
C tNTO- tllF GjLTHF iNSTItlTT- IMF. Phil U1HMU 
Hum. Kotu. JCU'OSVUfc ASJ> FkH'PV FnK 
Musk. 



Tickets available at the Goethe 
I xsmuT. the British Council, 
the Institute Cervantes and the 
French Cui.tvrai. Centre and at the 
Prince Hwsvn auditorium. 
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Hebron accord elusive after seven weeks of negotiations 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israelis and 
Palestinians ended a sev- 
enth week of negotiations 
Friday on extending self- 
rule to Hebron with no 
agreement in sight and a 
summit between the two 
sides looking increasingly- 
needed to break the dead- 
lock. 

Officially, the negotia- 
tions have stalled ov?- 
Israeli demands tor changes 
in the terms for the transfer 
of power in the West Bank 
city of Hebron as outlined 
in the 1995 Oslo interim 
accords on expanding 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Bui leaders from both 
sides made clear last week 
that the so-called Hebron 


talks have evolved into 
negotiations on the future of 
the peace process itself 
between the reluctant right- 
wing Israeli government 
which came to power in 
June and a newly confident 
Palestinian leadership under 
Yasser Arafat. 

The key stumbling block 
in the specific negotiations 
over Hebron is symbolic of 
the larger problems — a 
demand^ by Israel for wide- 
spread powers to re-enter 
the 85 per cent of the city to 
be ceded to full Palestinian 
control under the terms of 
the Oslo accords. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu reit- 
erated last week that such 
powers are necessary to pre- 


vent militant attacks on 
Jewish enclaves in Hebron 
where 420 settlers live and 
where thousands of Jews 
visit holy sites each year. 

But Palestinian officials 
counter that broad hot pur- 
suit rights for Israeli troops 
would render self-rule virtu- 
ally meaningless and under- 
mine the foundations of die 
Oslo peace accords signed 
by Israel’s Labour Party. 

“The Israelis want to cre- 
ate a precedent to change 
the situation in the other 
Palestinian autonomous 
areas." Mr. Arafat said in an 
interview with the French 
radio station Europe 1. 

“This is not a question of 
security, but an attempt to 
change the peace accord. It 


is not only Hebron.” he 
added. 

As wrangling over the 
issue made no reported 
progress officials from both 
sides made clear that what 
was really at stake were 
broader political concerns. 

Israeli officials accused 
Mr. ArafaL strengthened in 
recent weeks by shows of 
support from the Palestinian 
public and Arab and 
European leaders. of 
stalling in hopes of further 
improving his bargaining 
position. 

“The only thing that’s 
holding it up at this point is 
chairman Mr. Arafat who 
doesn't want to agree to 
what his team has already 
agreed to." Netanyahu 


adviser David Bar-Nan said. 

Palestinians for their part 
fear that Mr. Netanyahu will 
present a signed Hebron 
deal to the international 
community as proof he is 
pursuing the peace process 
and then freeze further 
implementation of the Oslo 
accords as demanded by bis 
right-wing constituents. 

As ‘ a result they have 
demanded a detailed written 
guarantee from the Israeli 
leader that he will carry out 
34 other unfulfilled Oslo 
commitments . once the 
Hebron deal is signed. 

These include phased 
Israeli withdrawals from 
scores of West Bank ham- 
lets. the creation of free pas- 
sage corridors between self- 


rule areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, the release 
of Palestinian prisoners and 
the opening of an airport in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu has balked 
at committing himself to a 
timetable for such steps and 
has demanded in return 
written guarantees from Mr. 
Arafat concerning a host of 
alleged Palestinian viola- 
tions of the Oslo accords. 

■ As it became clear this 
week that lower level nego- 
tiations on the wording of 
these letters were going 
nowhere, expectations 
mounted that a third summit 
meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
would be needed. 

Mr. Netanyahu has repeat- 


edly said he would inter 
vene directly at the summit 
level if the peace talks 
stumbled and Mr. Arafat 
said on Thursday “I am 
ready to meet him anytime 
to push forward the peace 

process." 

But officials from both 
sides said the time was still 
not right for a meeting at the 
top. 

A summit now "will help 
in only one thing... the dele 
rioration in the situation, 
said Arafat aide Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. 

Mr. Bar-Ilan agreed 
"Such a meeting, which 
would not he properly pre 
pared and would not be 
ensured of success, is the 
wrong thing to do." 


Iraqis blocked Scud 
inspectors — Ekeus 


DUBAI (Agencies) — The United Nations 
official in charge of destroying Iraq’s most 
lethal weapons said in comments published 
Friday that Baghdad had blocked efforts to 
inspect parts of old Scud missiles. 

Rolf Ekeus said that on Nov. 15, Iraq’s 
Deputy Prime Minister “Tareq Aziz 
blocked our team as they were trying to 
transport the .missile parts to our centre in 
Baghdad after digging them out of the 
ground." 

“What followed was a rather unpleasant 
exchange." Mr. Ekeus said in a telephone 
interview with the Gulf Today newspaper of 
the United Arab Emirates. The paper did 
nor sa\ from where Mr. Ekeus was speak- 
ing. but he was due to arrive in Kuwait on 
Friday a* pari of a Gulf tour. 

Iraq says it has destroyed all of its dead- 
liest weapons under the terms of the U.N. 
ceasefire that ended the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. But Mr. Ekeus has said Iraq still 
has missiles left. 

Mr. Ekeus said that U.N. inspectors had 
left Iraq due to the incident. “But before 
they left, they were jostled by security men 
who tried to search their cargo.’’ the 
English-language newspaper quoted Mr. 
Ekeus as saying. 

U.N. inspectors want to test old Scud mis- 
siles in laboratories outside Iraq to assess 
claims that Baghdad has destroyed all of its 
Scuds. 

Mr. Ekeus said he had protested the Iraqi 
action in a letter to Mr. Aziz, the newspaper 
reported. But Mr. Aziz replied that the 
removal of Scuds was "not the type of joint 
work" envisaged by the joint action pro- 
gramme. which was he and Mr. Ekeus 
agreed to ai a meeting last June, the news- 
paper reported. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq had its own laboratory 
where the scientific assessment could be 
carried out. the paper said. 

Mr. Aziz “was clearlv worried." Mr. 


Ekeus told the newspaper. 

Mr. Ekeus is due to begin his next mission 
to Iraq on Dec. S. 

His deputy, Charles Duelfer. arrived in 
Baghdad on Friday, but said that no new 
inspections would be carried out during his 
visit. 

He said he planned to meet Iraqi officials 
during the three-dav trip for talks mainly on 
monitoring Iraq's compliance. 

Mr. Ekeus recently said he would try a 
new tack with Iraqi political leaders on his 
mission next month in an effort to press Iraq 
to disclose information on unaccounted for 
ballistic missiles. 


Iraq: U.S. forces torched oil wells 


Iraq’s foreign minister said meanwhile 
that the U.S.-Ied coalition — and not 
retreating Iraqis — set fire to more than 
700 oil wells in the last days of the (5ulf 
war. 

The burning wells darkened the skies over 
Kuwait and caused widespread environ- 
mental damage. It took months to put them 
out. setting back Kuwait's plan to rebuild its 
oil industry. 

But Foreign Minister Mohammad AI 
Sahaf said it was the U.S.-led forces that 
bombed the wells during the war. possibly 
to prevent the Iraqi army from using them. 

“We have been stressing that allied forces 
have bombed oil wells in Kuwait, but our 
statements were ignored." Mr. Sahaf said in 
a statement published Friday in Iraqi news- 
papers. "Evidence prove now that what Traq 
has said was right." 

“The fact that allied forces bombed the 
wells is becoming more concrete day after 
day.” he said. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. 1990. and 
occupied the emirate for seven months 
before a U.S. -led invasion drove its troops 
our. 


Omar Rifai 


regrets 

Israeli 


comments 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — 
Jordanian Ambassador to 
Israel Omar Rifai has 
regretted Israeli criticism 
for the Jewish state’s 
agreements with the Arab 
ponies. 

Mr. Rifai said that the 
Jordanian -Israeli peace 
agreement was signed 
between two countries and 
not between Jordan and an 
Israeli party. That was a 
reference to recent com- 
ments attributed to mem- 
bers of the ruling Likud 
Party criticising parts of the 
Jordan-Isracli peace treaty. 

Mr. Rifai. referring to 
criticism voiced by Israeli 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Ariel Sharon of the water 
agreement between Jordan 
and Israel, said that such 
criticism "is baseless and 
unacceptable." 

"Israel has not supplied 
Jordan with its share of 
water for the last year 
according to the agree- 
ment.” said Mr. Rifai. 

In the October 1994 
peace treaty' with Jordan. 
Israel agreed to honour 
Jordan's share of water 
from sources that both 
countries have access to. 
However. Israel has yet to 
fulfil all provisions in the 
section on water in the 
peace treaty. 

Mr. Sharon, a hardliner, 
had asserted that Israel was' 
facing water shonage and 
said that he “could not 
understand how it had 
agreed to supply (Jordan) 
with a vast amount of 
water." 


U.S. plans to investigate 
China trade with Iran 


MANILA (R) — The 

United States said on 
Friday there is "no ques- 
tion” China and Iran do 
business and it plans to 
probe new allegations 
Beijing may have broken 
commitment or laws 
designed to curb certain 
transactions with Iran. 

But Slate Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said there was no proof 
China was guilty of viola- 
tions. and the charges 
would not derail a planned 
exchange of summits in 
Washington and Beijing. 

"There is no question that 
there is trade between 
China and Iran... but we 
have not determined that 
China has violated the cur- 
rent commitments it has 
made to the United States 
or to other members of the 
international community." 
he told a news briefing. 

Mr. Bums did not elabo- 
rate on China-Iran trade. 

He noted, however, other 
countries, such as Russia 
and European allies, contin- 
ued trade with Iran despite 
U.S. moves to curb any aid 
that might help Tehran 
acquire muss destruction 
weapons. 

Mr. Bums was responding 
to a published report China 
recently sold Iran missile 
technology, advanced radar 
components and nearly 400 
tonnes of chemicals used to 
produce nerve agents. The 
report, in the Washington 
Times, cited a Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
report. 

The article precedes a 
weekend meeting between 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin and follows talks in 


Beijing on Wednesday 
between U.S. Secretary of 
State Wmrcn Christopher 
and senior Chinese leaders 
which put the shaky 
Beijing- Washington rela- 

tionship on a better footing. 

Mr. Christopher said 
China agreed to adopt 
nauonwide export controls 
and reaffirmed its commit- 
ment to a 1994 accord on 
curbing missile sales. China 
also pledged to seek by 
April 29 ratification of the 
chemical weapons conven- 
tion banning use. produc- 
tion or transfer of chemical 
arms. Mr. Bums said. 

The Washington Times 
said the alleged transfer of 
missile-guidance compo- 
nents to Iran may violate 
Beijing's 1994 commitment 
to an international pact on 
curbing such sales. 

Some of the arms-tech- 
nology transfers may vio- 
late a 3992 U.S. law requir- 
ing sanctions on any nation 
exporting destabilising con- 
ventional weapons to Iran 
or Iraq, the newspaper said. 

There is doubt whether 
the law has been infringed 
because some of Beijing's 
commitments leave room 
for interpretation and for 
transfers of so-called "dual 
use” items that could be 
used for purposes other 
than weapons development. 

Quoting what it called a 
top-secret Oct. 2 report, the 
newspaper said the China 
Precision Engineering 
Department agreed in 
August to sell gyroscopes 
and other high-tech devices 
to Iran that could be used to 
build and test missile guid- 
ance components, 



SCUFFLES: An Israeli policeman reaches round the head of an Arab man to grab the shirt of another (bot- 
tom right) who ducks out of the grip of the police during scuffles outside me prime minister's office on 


Friday (Reuters photo) 


Rafsanjani 
seeks to 
contain 
row with 
Germany 


TEHRAN (AP> — Amid 
efforts to diffuse a row 
with Germany. Iran’s presi- 
dent said Friday that his 
country was sure the Bonn 
government was not 
behind terrorism accusa- 
tions made by German 
prosecutors. 

“We still believe rhat the 
German government’s pol- 
icy has nothing to do with 
the court’s action." 
Hashemi Rafsanjani told 
worshippers gathered for 
Friday prayers. 

“We should not forget 
that the German govern- 
ment is under the pressure 
of the United States and 
Israel." he told the gather- 
ing at Tehran University. 

“We ha\e no doubt that 
the people of Germany 
wish to be sincere and 
cooperate with our great 
nation. We have enjoyed 
good ties throughout histo- 
ry." he said in remarks 
broadcast by state-run 
Tehran radio. 

On Thursday, an Iranian 
television report said that 
German Chancellor 

Helmut Kohl had written to 
Mr. Rafsanjani appealing 
for calm and warning that 
relations between the two 
countries could suff er. 

"I shall send a reply ro 
Mr. Kohl and you will he 
made aware of my reply." 
Mr. Rafsanjani said Friday. 

German prosecutors have 
recommended that Kazem 
Darubi. an alleged member 
of the Iranian intelligence, 
and another suspect be sen- 
tenced to life in prison for 
the September 1992 
killings in Berlin of a 
Kurdish opposition leader 
and Three aides. 

They recommended 
prison sentences ranging 
from five years to I i years 
fur three other defendants 
tried as accomplices. 

In March. German prose- 
cutors issued an arrest war- 
rant for Iran’s intelligence 
chief. Ali Failahiyan. 


Taleban claim downing Dostum 
warplane with Stinger missile 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
— The Taleban militia 
Friday shot down a jet 
belonging to Uzbek warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum as 
lighting flared -up between 
the two forces in the north- 
western Afghan province of 
Badghis. Talchan officials 
said. 

The militia brought down 
the jet with the help of a 
Stinger missile while it was 
bombing their positions in 
Morghab district in Badghis. 
a Taleban spokesman told 
the Pakistan based Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP). 

No independent confirma- 
tion ot the Taleban claim was 
i m me d ialel v avai lable. 

The portable Stinger sur- 
face-to-air missiles were 
supplied to the Afghan guer- 
rilla groups by western coun- 
tries during ihcir 1979-89 
war against the Soviet army 
in Afghanistan. 

Afghan sources said a 
Hezh-c-Nlami faction com- 
mander. Hassjn. handed at 
least 19 shoulder-carried 
Stingers to the Taleban when 
they overran former Afghan 
premier Gulbuddin 

Hekmatyar’s key eastern 
base of Sarobi ahead of cap- 
turing Kabul in September. 

The Taleban on Friday 
warned thev had sufficient 


number of Stinger missiles, 
the private news agency AIP 
said. 

It quoted Taleban officials 
in western Herat province as 
saying that the pilot of the 
jet. NajeebuHah. had been 
arrested. 

Taleban officials said the 
air sirikes came as Dostum 
forces lost some 10 kilome- 
tres of ground including 
Akazai village north of 
Morghab late Thursday to 
the Taleban. 

Fighting in General 
Dostum’s province of 
Badghis erupted in late 
October when the Taleban 
invaded the area taking the 
provincial capital Qala-c- 
Nau in October. 

U.N. sources said the fight- 
ing had displaced thousands 
of people who have taken 
shelter in Herat city and 
adjoining areas. 

AIP. quoting militia offi- 
cials. said Dostum troops 
suffered heavy casualties as 
fighting intensified with the 
new Talchan operation in 
Badghis. 

At least 25 Dostum fight- 
ers have died and ?(> had 
been captured it said adding 
(hat the Taleban operation in 
Hush out Dostum forces 
from the area was continu- 


Numerous explosions and 
the vicious rattle of machine 
guns shook the frontline 
north of Kabul Friday as 
Dostum troops mounted an 
attack and the Taleban 
responded with heavy rocket 
fire. 

The two-pronged assault 
Maned early Friday and 
throughout the day heavy 
artillery fire could be heard, 
hut it does not appear either 
side lost ground. 

"We are not equipped for 
winter fighting and that’s 
w hy our enemy is constantly 
attacking." said Zumin Mula 
Kahar. a Talchan comman- 
der at an observation post.. 

Behind him. a powerful 
multi-barrel rocket launcher 
was spirting rockets into the 
clear blue winter sky. The 
impact of the rockets sent 
clouds of smoke and dust 
billowing skyward. 

Fighting has persisted for 
weeks on the frontline, about 
20 kilometre 1 ; north of the 
war-gutted capital, while the 
United Nations tries in nego- 
tiate a peaceful 
settlement Another round of 
peace talks between the 
Taleban and the four- parts 
alliance arrayed against them 
is scheduled to begin in early 
December. 


Bosnia still without a government 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnia’s three-man presiden- 
cy again failed to agree on a 
government for the country 
Friday, one month .after its 
first meeting, officials said. 

Bosnia remains rudderless 
despite eight sessions of iLs 

top ruling hotly collective 
presidency elected in a Sepi. 
Id poll. As long as Bosnia 
stays without u government, 
international bodies, such as 
the World Bank, cannot sign 
agreements with the repub- 
lic. 

Gathering in a Serb-held 
suburb of Sarajevo. Muslim 
Alija Izetbcgovic, his Croat 
counterpart. Kresimir Zubak. 
and their Bosnian Serb coun- 
terpart. Momcilo Krajisnik, 
met for two hours Friday 
morning. 

According to u statement 
released after the meeting. 


the presidency said it held 
“intensive discussions" on 
the organisation of the coun- 
cil of ministers, Bosnia’s 
new- look government. But 
the three men deferred any 
decision until their next 
meeiing. scheduled for 
Tuesday. 

Disagreements over the 
si/e of the council and who 
should represent which com- 
munity in die various depart- 
ments has prevented the trio 
from reaching a decision, 
officials said. 

Besides discussions on the 
government, the three mem- 
bers talked about next 
month’s major review of the 
Dayton peace accords, in 
London and efforts to estab- 
lish phone links throughout 
Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

In addition, the presidency 
reaffirmed an earlier decision 


on the “total immunity" of 
those in public office. Last 
week. Bosnian Serb court.*, 
issued proceedings against 
Mr. Izctbceovie who they 
allege is guilty of v.ar 
crimes. 

The official statement said 
that the presidency “den laud- 
ed that all legal acts 
inconsistent with that deci- 
sion He immediately with- 
drawn." 

Bosnia’s Muslims and 
Croats fought acaiiiM rfo. 
Bosnian Serbs for ucarlv 
lour years o| war. Follow in’, 
the Day ion peace accords 
which were signed in Haris 
iu December, the cnunirv 
was divided into two equal 
halves under one weak cen- 
tral government. 
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Dole is good 
sport in defeat 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
From Senate majority 
leader to presidential can- 
didate to ... pitchman for 
Air France. Republican 
Bob Dole knows all about 
being a good sport in 
defeat. The 74-year-old 
World War II veteran 
appeared in a newspaper ad 
Thursday which shows him 
waving from the campaign 
trail. “Not doing any- 
thing?” quizzes the ad for 
cheap weekend fares to 
Paris. The spot was 
inspired by Mr. Dole's 
remarks after he lost the 
Nov. 5 election tu 
President Bill Clinton: 
"Tomorrow will be the 
first day in my life I didn’t 
have anything to do.” 
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Madonna wants 
to sell apartment 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Madonna may have a con- 
troversial life style, but she 
clearly wants her first- 
born. Lourdes Maria, to 
grow in a more wholesome 
environment than the big 
apple. The Daily News said 
Thursday that the 38-year- 
old pop me gas tor has put 
her upper West Side apart- 
ment in Manhattan up for 
sale for SIO million. She 
told the daily she would 
prefer to raise her daughter 
in Los Angeles. 
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Tavlor to address 
General Assembly 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Living film legend 
Elizabeth Taylor will speak 
before the U.N. General 
Assembly on International 
AIDS Day Dec. 2. But 
before her U.N. speech, 
Ms. Taylor will be the 
guest of honour at a lunch 
given by the American 
Foundation for AIDS 
Research, which she pre- 
sides. Movie directors 
Haney and Bob 
Weisentein will also attend 
the event. 


French say oldest 
profession may go on 


PARIS (R) — Three-quar- 
ters of French people 
believe prostitution should 
be kept legal, according to 
an opinion poll. The IPSOS 
poll published in the Le 
Monde newspaper said 74 
per cent of 1.000 people 
questioned believed a ban 
unnecessary, while just 20 
per cent favoured a ban. 
Hie proportion favouring a 
ban was higher among 
women than men. 25 per 
cent to 15 per cent. The 
poll came ahead of the first 
European seminar on the 
present inn of prostitution, 
to be held in Paris this 
weekend. Prostitution on 
an individual basis has 
been legal in France since a 
1939 law abolished broth- 
els. Tf> work as a pimp is a 
crime and public soliciting 
is illegal, although the law 
N not strictly enforced. 
Police estimate there are 
14.001) prostitutes in 
France. 
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N. Korea gets 
triple value in 
its armed forces 
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TOKYO rRj — North 
Korea revealed what must 
be a record for any coun- 
•trnicd forces — 22 
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groups of triplets serving in 
its army, navy or air force. 

A report by the official 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNAl said 
North Korean leader Kin) 

Jong-11 met the triplets at a 
■special function and hon- 
oured their service with 
gifts. “Comrade Kim Jong- 
wurmly received the 
triplets who arc serving in 
the ground, naval or air , 7? s ° thar * 

forces, learned about their $ ^ ^ ! J! be jdnr.^ 


^filial 0Ve - a 
Sttdan ! said Sat- 
*'U bp hopes the 
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service and life, and noted 
'Mth great satisfaction that 
they all grew strong 
enough to defend the coun- 
try." said KCN'A. 
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